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CHAPTER III.
POPULATION.

AccorpiNg to the 1881 census! the population of the district was
864,014 or 185°57 to the square mile. Of these Hindns numbered
791,277 or 91-58 per cent; Musalméns 66,262 or 7°66 per cent;
Christians 6322 or 073 per cent; Jews 89; and Pérsis 64. The
perceatage of males on the total population was 50-28 and of females
4971, The corresponding returns for 1872 were s total of 944,985
or 205-83 to the square mile, of whom Hindus nuwabered 865,776
or 91-61 per cent ; Musalméns 72,065 or 7-62 per cent; Christians
6931 or 078 per cent; Jews 123 or 001 per cent; and Pérsis 90.
Compared with the 1872 returns the 1881 returns show a_decrease
of 80,971 or 856 per cent. The decrease is due partly to the
mortality caused by the 1876-77 famine, and partly to the emigration
of the labouring classes to the neighbouring districts which took
place at that time.? :

"Of 864,014 (males 434,485, females 429,529), the total populstion,
783,187 (males 400,119, females 383,068) or 9064 per cent were
born in the district. Of the 80,827, who were not born in the district,
25,755 were born in Kolhdpur; 24,060 in the Southern Maritha
states ; 8404 in Dhérwar; 4403 in S4tdra; 4252 in Kalddgi; 2430
in the Konkan and Konkan states ; 1930 in Goa, Daman, and Diu;
1390 in Sholdpur; 1389 in Madras; 1150 in Kénara; 889 in the
Nizém’s Territories ; 8S6 in Gujarét ; 840 in Poona ; 338 in Maisur ;
240 in Bombay ; 188 in Ahwmadnagar ; 171 in Khéndesh ;55 in Nésik ;
and 2057 in other parts of India and outside of India
. Of 864,014, the whole population, 556,397 (males 277,640,
females 278,757) or 64-39 per cent spoke Kénarese, Of the remain-
ing 307,617 persons, 225,008 or 2604 per cent spoke Marhthi;
65,781 or 760 per cent spoke Hindusténi ; 10,757 or 124 per cent
spoke Telugu ; 1810 or 0-20 per cent spoke Gujariti; 1670 or 019
per cent spoke Tamil ; 1270 or 0-14 per cent spoke English; 682
spoke Portuguese-Konkani or Goanese ; 614 spoke Hindi; 36 spoke
Tulu ; 33 spoke Panjibi; 4 spoke German ; and 2 spoke Arabic.

The following tabular statement gives the number of each religious
class according to sex at different ages, with, at each stage, the
percentage on the total population of the same sex and religion.
The columns referring to the total population omif religious
distinctions, but show the diffecence of sex:

1In 1887 and in 1846 the people of the Belgaum district as it was then constituted
were numbered. The territorial changes which have since taken place make those
fgures useless for })urposes of comparison.

% Some details of the Emigration during the famine time are given in Chapter 1V,
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Brreavym Poruratiow BY AGE, 1881.
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- Marriage,

Bereavy MARRIAGE DETAILS, 1881.

The following table shows the proportion of the people of the
district who are unmarried, married, and widowed :

HINDUS.
Ten to Fifteen to | Twenty to | Thirty and
Under Ten. | pourgeen, | Nineteen. [Twenty-nine. Over. Total.
(P PR O 0 O [ Py I
Unmarried ...[96,706| 80,724] 43,809] 11,939, 16.-%6' 1191110,261] 1751] 3657 | 2681| 169,949 as,'mi_
Married .| 8006/17,084|11,384]82,448| 15348 24,477 54,895 62,243, 115,956 | 71,163 200,487 } 208,315
Widowed ... 245( 1| 1122 2584 xzssi 2150 3778 838/ 20,485 7oL 2004 | 67,304
MUSALMA'NE,
Unmarried ...| 8499 | 7977 | adss | 2875 | 1966 | 283 {1860 | 181 | 21 | 101 | 17,326 | 1,007
Married .. 154| 502| 8651400 | 634 | 1716 {3611 | 6369 | o521 | eoss | 14,280 | 15,080
widowed .| o) 18] 82| 70! 48] me| 23| sva| 1467 |eoas| 17| esst
CHRISTIANS,
Unmarried ...} 670 | 603 | 280| 221 | 235 50| 427] 86| 594 29 | 2215 | 1029
Married .| 4| 5{ 18| 47| 43| 188 sea] a35| 088 | 433! 1395 | 1058
widowed o v | W ] o sl 1| 12| 18} s} s | e8| 121 | 57
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JEWS,
Ten to Fitteen to | Twenty to | Thirty and
Under Ten. | poyctecn. | Nincteen. [Twenty-nine. Over. Total.
- ' F
Mates.| Fe ates| P& |ates] Fe luates] Fe- | Mates | FE | Males. |, 200
Unmarried ..| 10 9 6 4 3 1 3 - 1 - 25 u
Married .. - 1 . - 7 15 4 12 8 29 19
widowed o oo | ] o | ] e ] e [ e | 3] . | s
PA'RSIS
Unmarried ,..{ 8 b 8 3 2 s ] 1 8 . 24 ]
Married .| ... 1 1 1 o 1 9 2 9 4 19 9
Widowed ..} . o e . 2 1 2 1

According to Occupation the 1881 census returns divide the
population into six classes :
I—In Government Service, Learned Professions, Literature, and Arts,
17,082, or 1'97 per cent.
II.—In Domestic Service, 9207 or 1°06 per cent.
ITL—In Trade, 4085 or 047 per cent.
IV.—In Agriculture, 275,345, or 31°86 per cent.
V.—In Crafts, 133,653, or 1547 per cent. -
VI.—In Indefinite and Unproductive Occupations, including children, 424,642
or 49°14 per cent.

Bra’hmans' include nine divisions with a strength of 30,400
souls or 8:64 per cent of the Hindu population. The following
statoment gives the details :

Brrcavy BrAmvans, 1881.

Cuass. - | Males. ‘Femnle&! Total. Cusss. | Males. [Females| Total.

Deshasth ...| 13,858 | 12,806 | 26,694 || Skemi .| 909! 959 ] 1088
Golak .| %5 71 146| Telang .| &8 s3 86
Gujarsti ... 50 6 58 || Tirgut o T i 86
Kathada . 260] 20| 480
Konkanesth..] 48] 42| 678
Maiwsri .., 15 10 25 Total ...| 15,883 | 14,671 | 80,404

Dzsuastas, with a strength of 26,694, originally from the Deccan,
are found all over the district: They are darker than Chitpsvan
or Konkanasth Brédhmans. Thoy speak Mardthi but the home
tongue of many is Kénarese. They are strict vegetarians. -Most of
them are grahasthas or laymen taking no alms and earning their
living as writers, merchauts, traders, moneylenders, and landowners.
Among the religious Brahmans or bhikshuks are vaidiks or reciters
of the Veds, shastris or expounders of the law, joshis or astrologers,
vaidyas or physicians, purdnik. or readers of sacred books, and
hariddses or singers and story-tellers. The chief subdivisions
of Deshasths found in the district are Rigvedis, Apastatbs,
Yajurvedis, Kénnavs, and M4dhyandins. Rigvedis, who are a large

!From materials supplied by Réo Siheb Kalyin Sitir4m Chitre, Mamlatdar of
Belgaum, '
B 80—12
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subdivision intermarry with Apastambs, and both consider it an
act of merit to marry their danghters with their sisters’ sons. In
rare cagses the waternal uncle marries his niece. White and black
Yajurvedis do not interroarry., Kdénnavs were formerly considered
inferior, and though of late years they have risen in social rank,
some religious Rigvedis seruple to eat food cooked: by Kannavs.
Mé4dhyandius, who are found in largenumbersin Parasgad, Sampgaon,
and Athni, hold a low position among Deshasths. Unlike Rigvedis
they do not marry their daughters with their sisters’ sons. Though
some live on charity, and a ?ew work as cooks and waber-bearers,
Deshasths, as a class, are well-to-do. Goraks or GOVARDHANS are
returned as numbering 146 and as found in Athni, Gokéak, end
Belgaom. They are divided into Kund Golaks who are ,said to be
descended from a Brébman womsan by s Bréhman man who was
not her husband, and Rand Golaks who are said to be descended
from a Brahman widow. They are medium-coloured, neither very
dark nor very fair. They speak either Mardthi or K4narese and are
moneychangers, shopkeepers, astrologers, and husbandwmen. They
send thewr boys to school and are in easy circumstances. GusarAr
BrAumans, of three subdivisions Négar, Shriméli, and Pokarna,
with a strength of 56, are found in Chikodi-and Belganm where
some Gujardt Vénis and Bhétids are settled. They act as priests to
Gujarit Vénis and Bhétids. They are oodlooking and fair, but
weak. Their home speech is Gujardti and they speak Mardthi in
public. ‘They have no honses of their own, and generally livein the
houses of their patrons the Gujarst Vinis and Bhitids. . They are
strict vegetarians. Their dress differs from that of local Brahmans
only by their wearing a small turban instead: of a headscarf or rumdl.
They hold aloof from other Bréhmans, and do not cat with them.
K armipAs from Karhdd near the meeting of the Krishna and Koyna
about fifteen miles south of Sétéra, are returned as numbering 480
and as found over the whole district. As a class they are darker,
less well-featured, and sturdier than the Konkanasths. Their home
tongue is Mar4thi. They are pricsts, traders, writers, landholders,
cooks, and water-carriers. They arc staunch goddess worshippers,
their chicf family goddess being Lakshmi. Cases of intermarrage
among Karh4dds, Deshasths, and Konkanasths are not unknown.
Karhid4s are frugal, businesslike, and intelligent. On the whole
they are well-to-do. KONEANASTHS or Cmreivans with a strength
of 873, are scattered over the district. They have come from the
Konkan and are family priests, Government servants, moneylenders,
cooks, and beggars. The men are generally fair and tall, and the
women well-formed and graceful. They speak Kénarese, but their
home tongue is Marathi. They are frugal, intelligent, hardworking,
and enterprising. Many of them are well-to-do, and a few are rich.
MArwAr BrAumans are found in very small numbers in large
towns. They have not permanently settled in the district. Except
o fow who serve as cooks to Mérwér Vénis, they are well-to-do as
merchants and dealers in cloth and metal vessels. Some of them
have their wives and children with them.

Sgenvis, with a strength of 1958, are found chiefly in the
Belgsum ond Khéndpur sub-divisions. A few are found in the
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Sampgaon sub-division, and there are a considerable number in the
town of Shahdpur, which is about a mile to the south of Belgaum
and belongs to the chief of Séngli. Goa was their original Konkan
settlement, where, according to the Saby4dri Khand, they are said to
have come at Parashuréw’s request from .Trihotra or Tirhut in
Northern India. This legend is thought to be confirmed by the fact
that, especially in Goa and the surrounding parts, Shenvis like
Bengalis freely rub their heads with ol and also like them are fond
of rice gruel called pej and fish. The honorific Bab, asin Purushottam-
bab, is perhaps a corruption of Babu in Bengéli! ~Shenvis have
some peculiar names taken from their gods, such as Mangesh,
Shéntir4m, Shantébsi, and others. Their broad pronunciation of
the vowel sounds is also said to be like the Bengdli pronunciation.?
Their family gods,? for whom they bave much reverence, are still in
Goa from which some are said to have fled to escape conversion
by the Portuguese. They hold themselves bound to visit Goa at least
every four or five years to pay their devotion to- the family god.
Others are probably older settlers in Belgaum as some of the
Deshpéndes, Indimdérs, and Khdsnis of Khénspur, Chandgad, and
other places hold deeds or sanads from the Bijdpur Government
(1489-1686). The fact that Sheuvis are the hereditary kulkarnis
iu the greater part of the Khdudpur and Belgaum sub-divisions and
in part of Dharwér seems to show that some were settled in the
district before the beginning of Bijspur rule. The Shenvis belong
to ten stocks or golrds: Atri, Bbiradvdj, Gautam, Jimdagnya,
Kaundiuya, Késhyap, Kaushik, Vasishta, Vatsa and Vishvamitra. They
are Sarasvat Bréhmans of the Panch Gaud order, and their priests or
upddhyds belong either to their own class or to the class of Karh4da
Bréhmans. They have a few original surnames as Achméne, Bhénddre,
Bichu, Brahme, Kénvinde, Karnik, Kekare, Minge, Rege, Telang, and
Velang. A few are taken from their past and present occupation,
as Dalvi or commander, Deséi or village headman, Deshpénde or

district accountant, Fadnis or accountant and seal-keeper, Havéldér-

or subordinate revenue officer, Khot or revenue farmer, Kulkarni or
village accountant, Khésnis or deputy, Mantri or counsellor, Nddgonda
orhead of adistrict, Nddkarni or district acconntant, Néik or headman,
Sabnis or chief clerk, and Ssrdph or moneychanger. Most surnames
ave taken from the names of places as Punekar, Shabdpurkar,
Jémbotkar, and others. In religion Shenvis are either Swérts or
Vaishnavs, each sect being under the jurisdiction of a separate sanydsi
head priest called svdme.* The Smért svdmi has a monastery ab
Khénépur where he occasionally lives, and which enjoys a grant of
the two villages of Mansipur and Lakudvddi. The two sects dine

1 R4o Bahddur Shankar Psndurang Pandit, Oriental Translator to Government.

2 Professor R. G. Bhéndé4rkar, M. A. ,Hon.M.R.A.8. The tombsor samddhis of two
of the first settlers, named Shivasharma and Devasharma the ancestors or mulpurush
of the Vatsa and Kaundinya stocks or golrds arestill shown and worshipped at Kona

near the village of Mangeshi. )
3 Their chief house gnds and goddesses are Ma.hala:kshml, Mangesh also called
Méangirish and supposed to ean the god of Mungir in ‘Bengal, slasa, Négesh,
Ramn4th, Shontddurga, and Saptakotishvar ] ..
4 The Smért svdmi generally lives at Sonavda in Kdoarn and the Vaishnav sndmi i
Goa.” They have rich monasteries at Kérwar, Bombay, Nésik, pod Benates,
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together and inlermarry and do not hate each other as in Bombay.
Of the several minor divisions of Shenvis, only a few Kuddldeshkars
and Kérwsr Sirasvats are found in the district. Shenvis are fair.
The women are well-made and graceful, and, like the women of Goa,
are fond of decking their hair with flowers. Both men and women
speak Marathi and occasionally Kénarese. At home they speak the
Konkani language which they brought from Goa, though the accent -
has been changed to a Kénarsse accent, and a _good many Kédnarese
words have been added. Their houses, especially in Nandgad and
in the Séngli chief’s town of Shshsdpur, are strong and well-built.
Most Shenvis eat fish and keep to rice as their daily food. As a
class they are well-to-do, sowe of them in Nandgad and Shéhipur
being bankers and moneychangers; the rest are Government
servants chiefly village clerks and district hereditary officers. A
few are pleaders, traders, contractors, shopkeepers, and landholders,
some of whom till with their own hands. They are fond of show and
gomewhat extravagant, but in intellect and energy hold their own
with any class in the district They have no peculiar customs.
Caste disputes are settled at meetings of the members of the caste,
the caste decisions being referred for confirmation to the head priests
or sudmis. 'They are eager to educate their children, and seem likely
to keep the place they hold as one of the most intelligent and
prosperous classes of West India Hindus.

TrLaNGs, with a strength of 86, are scattered over the district:
They are wandering beggars, and are not settled in the district.
They come from the Madras Presidency in the fair season. TirauLs,
with a strength of 86, are scattered over the district. They are
said to have come from the Madras Presidency. They have settled
in the district and are cultivators. In dress, habits, and manners
they resemble Kunbis. They are dark, well-built, and bardworking.
Deshasths and other local Bréhmans drink water brought by a
Tirgul, but do not eat food cooked by one.

Brahmans are found all over the district. They are family priests,
merchants, traders, moneylenders, Government servants, pleaders,
cooks and water-bearers, and landholders. The landholders own
both Government and alienated lands. Some of them till with their
own hands. The priestly class beg, conduct the worship of house
gods, make leafplates, teach children Sanskrit prayers and other
texts, and help in performing religious rites. The bhikshuks or
religious Brahmans are idle and lazy. Except some elderly widows
who serve as cooks in rich Brdhman houses, women have nothing
to do except housework. :

The houses of the rich are large, two or three storeys high, with
tiled roofs and walls of stone. Those of the poor are small with tiled
ronfs and mud walls. The outer face of the house wall is covered
with clay and mortar and painted with upright stripes alternately
white and red. The inside face is decorated with pictures of gods,

1In gome families at the yearly Ganpati worshl:l‘)hlin August-September a picture of
the god drawn on paper is laid beside his image. is custom is believed to have taken
its rise in the time when the Portuguese forbade the open worship of Hindu gods.
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giants, and other Purdnic personages. Every Brihmsn house has
generally & back and sometimes a front yard, a cook-room which
opens on the backyard, a middle hall where household furniture
and provisions sre stored and where the children sleep at night,
and two or three bedrooms for the married people and a large
hall. Qutside the front door is a veranda raised one to two
feet above the ground where the members of the family sit talking
of an evening. In front of the door in the front or backyard or
garden is a highly. ornamented pedestal on which is a pot with a
sweet basil plant to which the house people bow when they go out.
There is a shed close by for cows, she-buffaloes, and horses.
The yard is daily swept, cowdunged, and decorated with lines of
powdered guartz. In the backyard are plantsins and & variety of
Hlowering shrubs and a number of basil plants, whose Iéaves and the
flowers of the shrubs are used in the worship of the house gods.
Their household furniture includes metal pots and pans, wooden
boxes stools and cots, bedding and pillows. In addition to these, &
few houses have chairs tables and cupboards.

The daily food of Brahmans includes rice, Indian millet bresd,pulse
curry, butter, curds, and milk. Except Shenvis they are strict
vegetarians and some do not eat onions, garlic, or carrots which they
consider impure. Some do not drink the milk of a cow until the tenth
day after she has calved. 'When one of them intends to give & caste
feast he goes round to the houses of the different guests accompanied
by his wife, a relation or two, a servant, and the family priest.. They
take with them two cups, one filled with grains of rice, the other with
red-powder. When they reach ahouse the men stand on the veranda
and call out the name of the owner of the house, and the women of the
party walk into the part of the house where the women live. When
the head of thec house appears, the priestin the name of the host asks
him to & feast; naming the place, the day, and the hour &t which he
should attend, and lays a few grains of rice on the palm of his right
hand. The head of the house takes the grains of rice if he can come;
if he bas another engagement ke makes an excuse. Inside of the
house the women of the party mark the brow of the chief woman of
the family with red-powder and give their invitations. On the feast
day when the dinner is ready & near relation of the host goes to the
houses of his guests and tells them that the feast is ready and that
the host waits to receive them. When the guests arrive the host
receives the men and the hostess receives.the women, and they are
led into different rooms. Each of the guests brings a waterpot and
cup. The women are in full dress and decked with ornaments; the
men have no turban and are bare to the waist which is girt by a
silk waistcloth which falls to the feet. In the men’s room the guests
are seated in two rows about four feet apart facing each other.
In front of each guest a leafplate is laid. In the women’s room
the hostess marks with red-powder the brow of each guest as she
enters, and they are seated in two rows facing each other like the
men. When tge guests are seated” a band of people of the house,
relations and friends, both men and women, serve the dishes,
putting a little of each dish into the leafplate in front of each guest.

When the dishes are served, the host goes to the god’s room
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and the family priest offers the god food or nawedya. He then
sets on a plate a cupful of holy water or #irth, some sandal-paste,
some grains of rice, some flowers and basil leaves, and going in
front of each male guest, pours a spoonful of the holy water on his
right palm and this the guest sips. He then rubs the guest’s brow
with sandal-paste and fixing a few grains of rice in the paste, lays
a tulsi or sweel basil leaf or a flower in his hand. When all have
sipped the holy water the femily priest sprinkles a little water and
a little sandal-paste on the ground in front of him and calls in a
loud voice the name of the host’s family god and all the men guests
join in the shout, Jay, Jay™ Rdm, Victory, Victory to Rdm. The’
priest bows and asks the guests to begin. While the guests are
eating, the host goes np and down among the men guests and the
hostess among the women guests, pressing them to eat and chiding
them for their want of appetite. When dinner is over the guests
are handed betelnut and leaves, scented oils and powders are rubbed
on their arms, and garlands of flowers or nosegays are placed in
their hands. Money is given to such of the guests as belong to
priestly fainilies,and in return they throw grains of rice over the
host’s head, who bows before them and receives a blessing. Their
boliday dishes are bundis, balls of gram flour mixed with sugar
and boiled in butter; besans, solid balls of gram mixed with sugar
and boiled in butter; and dales, wheat balls boiled in butter and
mixed with sogar, raisins, bits of almonds, and sugarcandy ; kher
or boiled milk mixed with sugar and pieces of almonds ; shrikhand,
curds mixed with sngar, nutmeg, saffron, and bits of alnonds;
eshar-bhdt, rice cooked with sugar, saffron, and almonds ; wdnge-
bhdt, rice cooked with butter and split brinjals; jilbi, small cake of
wheat flour fried in boiling butter and syrup. A sweet cake called
chavda is peculiar to the Shenvis.

Bréhmans take two meals a day. They do not dine without
bathing and put on a silk robe which has not been touched since it
was washed and dried. A Brahman who has been girt with the
sacred thread, before he begins to eat, offers ‘some of the food to his
gods, and sprinkles a ring of water round his plate. He places
from three to five pinches of cooked rice mixed with butter on the
right side of his leafplate, pours water on the rice, and pours a
spoonful on the palm of his right hand, sips it, and eats six pinches
of rice, and then begins to eat. At the evening meal some
Vaishnavs do not place the pinches of rice ou the ground and do
not sip water or eat the pinches of rice. All they do is to tonch
their eyes with water. After their meal is over, all Bribmans
sip a spoonful of water and wash their hands and feet. During
dinner if two men tonch, and this often happens, they are polluted,
and have to apply water to the eyelids before again beginning to eat.
‘A fow old orthodox Bréhmans do not eat again till the evening
or even till next day. If they choose they way avoid the fast by
eating dishes called phaldhdr which have been  cooked in- butter.
In like manner, if a server touches one who is dining, the server
has to throw away the dish and may mot go into the cook-room
again till he has washed his bands and feet. Except a wife, who
can eat from her husband’s plate, no one can eat out of a plate
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which has been used until it is washed and cleaned. A used leaf-
plate is cast away. .

At home a Brahman wears a waistcloth. On going out he winds
a scarf or rwmdl round his head, and puts on a coat, a Waistcoat,

and a sleeveless jacket. Both in and out of doors the women

wear a robe and a bodice. The robeis passed round the waistand
the lower end drawn back between the feet and tucked into the waist-
band behind, the robe falling on each side of the end that is drawn
back so as to hide the limbs nearly to the ankle. The upper end of
the robe is drawn from the waist over the right shoulder and is
then passed across the bosom and tucked into the waistband on the
left side. The bodice has a back and short sleeves stopping above
the elbow. It is fastened in a knot in the middle of the bosom.
Children under six are allowed to play about the house without
clothes. Out of doors boys and girls wear caps and coats reaching to
the knee. After six years of age a girl begins to wear a robe. A
boy when he is nine or ten, that is after he has been girt with the
sacred thread, wears a waistband in the house and a waistcloth
when he goes out. Before a Brahman puts on a new waistcloth
he rubs turmeric and red-powder on the corners at both ends, and
folding it Jays it before the house gods and prays them to give him
a beiter garment next time. Finally before it is worn the new
garment is sometimes laid across the back of a horse.

Yellow robes with red silk borders and lace fringes called pdials
are a favourite dress for women during their first pregnancy.
Red or crimson silk waistcloths with lace borders are worn both by
men and women on holidays. The rich have introduced petticoats.
Compared with the women the men wear few ornaments. The men
wear the earring .called bhikbdli, finger rings, the armlet called
pochi, and the neck ornaments called gop and kunthi. The boys wear
pearl earrings, finger rings, the bracelets called vdlds and fodds, gold
or silver waistchains, the gcld necklaces called gops and kanthis, and
silver anklets. ‘I'he women wear on their heads ndgs or cobras,
ketaks, chandrakors or moons, and flowers or phuls round the back
hair. Sometimes the hair is plaited and allowed to hang down the
back with a nnmber of flowers braided with the hair. In the ears
they wear bugdis, bilis, and karnaphuls. Their nose-rings are of three
kinds, a ring of twenty pearls called math, a ring of four or five
pearls called gddi, and a ring with one large pearl called mugati.
The neck is the chief object of decoration. The first ornament is
the lucky-thread or mangalsufra which is tied to the bride’s neck
by ihe husband at the time of the marriage. Other necklaces called
tilis are of many kinds, geji-tikis gudin-tikis and vajra-tikus;
circles of .gold coins, putalis, jomdlisars, or chandrahdrs, are also
worn. Armlets called vdnkis and bdjubands are worn above the elbow,
and wristlets called pdtlis and todds. A thick broad gold or silver
belt called pa#ta clasps the waist and keeps the robe tight. -Anklets
of silver called sarpolis and paijans adorn the feet, and silver rings
embellish the toes. Young children wear pearl earrings called
mukhs or mudis and chalatumbs or bhokhars. The neck is adorned
with a circlet called hasli and gdthli of gold coins or putalis in the
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middle of which are two tiger claws worked in gold. Ndgmurgis of
gold and silver are worn above the elbows and gold bindlis and
gunds round the wrists. In addition to these ornaments male
infants wear a gold or silver belt round the loins and anklets called
halgadag and kalgadag. The infaut’s cap or jhulpiis adorned with

three gold flowers, and on the lap is fastened an arbeli or padak,

studded with precious stones. Most of a Brdhman’s savings are
invested in ornaments. -

A Brihman rises early, washes his hands and face, and repeats
verses. He goes to the backyard, plucks some flowers and basil
leaves for the gods, and attends to his business till ten or eleven.
‘When he comes home he bathes, repeats prayers, worships his house
gods, and dines. After dinner he takes a short nap, attends to his
business, visits some neighbouring temple, and returns home in
the evening. When supper is ready he washes his hands and feet,
prays, eats, and goes to bed between nine and ten. A woman rises
early, sweeps the house, draws water, arranges the vessels in the
cook-room, removes the bedding, and lights a fire. She combs her
hair, marks her brow with red-powder, puts on her nose and ear-
rings, and bathes, She puts things in order in the god’s room,
arranges the vessels of worship, rubs sandalwood to powder, and
cooks. When dinner is ready she serves it to the people of the
house, and after they have dined bows to the house gods and dines.
She removes what is left, cowdungs the hearth and the dining place,
and washes the cooking and dining vessels, plates, and cups. She
then washes the waistcloths robes and bodices, and perhaps the
children’s clothes, and prepares cotton wicks and leafplates. After
a short nap, she sets to work again, cleaning rice, cutting vegetables,
cooking and serving supper, supping, cowdunging the place where
snpper was eaten, and cleaning vessels, and then goes to bed.

The customs of the Belgaum Bréhmans differ little from those of
the Dhérwar Brdhmans which are given in the Dhdrwér Statistical
Account. In religion, Brdhmans are either Vaishnavs or Sméarts.
Vaishnav men mark their brow, shoulders, and chest with lines and
marks of the conch-shell and discus in yellow- sandalwood or
gopi-chandan earth. They daily mark their hodies with special
metal seals bearing Vishnu’s shell and discus. Smért men mark
the brow with a single or double level line of sandal and Vishnav
men with a single upright line of gopi-chandan. They also mark the
shoulders and chest with level lines. The wives of Vaishnavs mark
the brow with an upright and the wives of Smérts with a level line
of red-powder or kunku. They rub their cheeks and arms with
turmeric at the time of bathing to give the skin a yellowish tinge.
Both married and unmarried women are careful to rub the brow
with red-powder. Widows are not allowed to use either turreeric or
red-powder. Their heads are shaved, and, if they are Vaishnavs,
the brow is marked with an up-and-down line of charcoal or
gopi-chandan earth. Their priests are Brdbmans whom they treat
with great respect. They observe all the Hindu faste and feasts and
make pilgrimages to Benares, Rdmeshvar, Venkatraman, and Giri or
the mountain of Venkatraman in the Madras Presidency. The head
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of the Vaishnav Bréhmans is Madhvachdrya and of the Smérts is
the Shankardchdrya. These two pontiffs settle all religious disputes.
They send their boys to school and are well off. ‘

‘Writers include three castes with a strength of 426 or 0-05 per
cent of the Hindu population. Of these 98 (males 52, females 46)
were K4yasth Prabhus; 284 (males 162, females 122) Mudlidrs or
Valalans ; and 44 (males 20, females 24) Néidus.

Ka’yasth Prabhus are returned as numbering ninety-eight and
as found chiefly in Belgaum and Chikodi. Three families who are
settled in P4rgad inKhéandpur are said to bave been brought by Shivéji
from the Koldba district. One of these three families has the title of
Subhedir, and enjoys certain cash allowances. The other Kéyasth
Prabhus, who are in Government service, are all from the Xoldba
district. They havenosabdivisions. The local Kéyasths are darker

and stronger than those of Koldba or Ratndgiri. The men wear the

headscarf, or mumdal, instead of the turban; in other respects their
dress does not differ from that of their castemen in the Konkan, They
speak Marsthi and have no separate dialect. They eat fish, mutton,
and game, but not domestic fowls. They are clean, neat, and bard-
working, hospitable and fond of show apd pleasure. Most of them
are landowners, and a few who have :come from Koléba are in
Government service. Their household deities are Khandoba and
Bhavdni. Deshasth Brihmans are their family priests. Caste
disputes are settled according to the opinion of the majority of
the castemen. The Svami of Sankeshvar is their religious teacher
or guru. They burn their dead, forbid widow marriage, and shave
their widows’ beads.. They send their boys to school and are a
prosperous class.

. /

Mudlia’rs or Valalans arc returned as numbering 284 and as
found chicfly in. the town and sub-division of Belgaum. They are
somewhat dusky in colour varying from light brown to nearly black.
They are smaller and weaker than Lingdyats. The hair is always
black and the eyes black, bright, and intelligent. Their howme
tongue is Tamil. They are clean, neat, hardworking, sober,. thrifty,
even-tempered, hospitable, and orderly. A Mudlidr is most kind to
his relations. If he is prosperous, relations flock to him from all
sides and take up their abode with him. Most Mudhirs are land-
owners. But they will not touch the plough if they can help it,
and, as a rule, do all field-work with the help of hired labour. Some
are merchants, shopkeepers, Government servants, messengers, and
domestic servants. 'The Commissariat Departmentis full of Mudlidrs.
Except a few of the rich who own large and comfortable buildings,

their houses are simple and small. They eat rice, vegetables, fish, .

‘mutton, and fowls, and drink liquor, The men wear a waistcloth,
a shouldercloth, and a coloured rumdl or headcloth.  The women
wear a shortsleeved bodice and a « >loured robe fourteen to eighteen

feet long, covering the body from the feet to the neck, They wear .

precious-stones and pearlsin the ears, pearlsinthenose,gold necklaces
and bracelets, and silver anklets and toe-rings. Even the poorest
must wear an ornament in the ear. Widows dressin white. Whena
child is born, the family priest is sent for and prepares the horoscope.

o 80—13 : :
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On the twelfth or thirteenth day the priest is called, and the
child is named. The parents sit on the ground, and the mother
takes the child in her arms. The name is repested thrice; an
offering is made to the family god; the family priest receives a
present and castefellows are given a feast. Girls are generally
married between eight and nine, but sometimes not until they have
come of age. When a man is on the point of death, his relations
press forward, put a basil leaf and a few drops ef water into his
mouth, and shout the name of God. This is said to be doue in the
hope that the dying person may go to heaven. When Ilife is
gone the eldest son washes the head and anoints it with oil. The
body is wrapped in a new cloth, stretched on a litter, and rice and
betelnut are-laid in the mouth. The women weep and the eldest
son walks in front of ithe bier holding by a string a pot with fire.
Between the chief mourner and the bier come musicians. Only men
join the funeral party. If the dead was g person of position, cloths are
spread on the ground over which the procession passes, the pieces
being at once picked up and laid again in front. At the burning
ground the body is laid on the funeral pile with the feet to the
south, so that the head may point to the north. The mourners
thrice throw a few grains of rice over the corpse’s mouth. The
chief mourner walks thrice round the pile with a lighted torch in
his hand and an earthen waterpot on his shoulder. He thrusts the
lighted torch into the north end of the pile, and lets the waterpot
fall so that it breaks and the water is spilt. The chief mourner
bathes in a running stream or river, and goes straight home without
looking back. If he looks back it is believed -that his father’s sin’
will come on his head. Hired corpse-burners ‘do what more is
required for the burning of the body. On the next day the chief
mourner, with relations and friends, goes to the burning ground,
gathers the.bones and ashes, washes them, pours milk over them, and
places them in a small earthen pot. This pot is either carried to
the nearest stream, or sent to some sacred river and buried in its
sandy bed. Mourning lasts for sixteen days. Dur ng this time only
one mesl a day is eaten, On the seventeenth the caste is feasted, and
every twelve months a memorial feast is heldy; when Brdhmans are
fed and presented with clothes. The Mudlidrs are & religious
people and have images of their gods in their houses. They treab
their priesst who are Bréhmans with respect. The Mudlidrs
formerly had a strong caste organization, and settled social disputes
at meetings of the men of the caste. Of late this system of caste
settlement has fallen into disfavour, and most disputes are settled in
the law courts. They are in easy circumstances, not scrimped for
food or for clothes. They save at ordinary times, but their marriage
and other special expenses swallow their savings. They send their
boys to school and take to new pursuits. On the whole they are a
rising people.

Na’idus, numbering forty-four, are found only inBelgaum, They
came into the district from Madras about forty years ago in search of
work. = They have no subdivisions. They are strong and well-made,
and in colour and features do not differ from Mudlidirs. Their home
speech is Andhra or Telagu, Most of them live in houses of the
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better sort, with walls of brick and tiled roofs. Their staple food is
rice and Indian millet, but they eat fish, mutton, fowls, and game,

and drink liquor. They dress like Mudlidrs. They are hardworking,

even-tempered, hospitable, and orderly. They are writers, traders,
and shopkeepers, and as English clerks write a good hand. They
eat and meet socially on an equal footing with the Mudlidrs, but
they do mot marry with them. They worship all the ordinary
Brahmanic gods, and their family god is Venkatraman. They
respeet Brébmans and ewploy them as priests, calling them to
conduct their chief ceremonies. They observe all Hindu holidays
and fasts. Th¥ir customs are the same as those ef the Mudlidrs.
They are bound together as a body. Caste disputes are settled by
a headman called Des4i Shetti, who is chosen from amoug the
Nsidus in consultation with the headman of the Mudlidr caste.
The office is not hereditary, a man is chosen because of his reputa-
tion for senge and wisdom. They send their children to school and
are a rising class.

Traders include eight castes: with a strength of 48,8%7 or 6°17

per cent of the Hindu population. The following table gives the.

5 .
uetaxls : BEeErLcAuvar TRADERS.

Caste. Maleg. [Females,| Total ! CasTR. Males, {Females.| Total.

Bandekars ... 633 6854 1287 §| Komtis .| 91 67 158
Bhitiss .. 43 o7 70 || Marvadis ... 36 14 60
Gujar Vanis...| 58 44 102 || Narvekars..{ 1080 { 1013 | 2102
Jains . eemig | 22,212 44,901

Kalviris | 36 41 7 Total ..| 24,705 | 24,132 | 48,837

Ba'ndekars, that is people of Bédndivde a village in Goa, are
returned as numbering 1287 and as found in most large towns
except Parasgad, Gokdk, and Athni. They say ‘they fled from
Goa to escape conversion by the Portuguese, and some families
still have relations in Goa. All speak Marathi with many Konkan
peculiarities like those of the Shenvis. They are divided into
Bindekars, Panavres, Sangameshvaris, and Patdne Vénis, who do not
eat together or intermarry. Their surnames are Bhogte, Vanajari,
Pilankar, Nevaji, Mahdjan, Patgdskar, Bandivdekar, and Karmalkar.
Sameness of surname does not prevent marriage. The names in
common use amoug men are, Venkteshshet, Ramshet, Vithushet,
Pindushet, and Mah4devshet ; and among women, Rukmini, Késhi,
Vithib4i, and Sundari. They rank with Shudras but hold themselves
superior to Mardthis with whom they do not eat, thongh a Maritha
eats food cooked by them. They have no family stocks or gotras.
They look like Nirvekars, being of middle size, dark, strong, and
muscular. Most live in nntidy ill-cared for honses with walls of mud
and tiled roofs. -"I'hey have a couple of servants and keep dogs, goats,
cows, buffaloes, and .bullocks. Their every-day food is rice, pulse,
millet, vegetables, milk, curds, and butter. They eat fish and crabs,
and the flesh of goats, sheep, fowls, and wild hog, They give feasts
at marriages and on the anniversary of their fathers’ deaths. They
do not offer the animals to a god before they eat them, nor do they eat
anime! food on holidays.. They are said tohave taken to flesh-eating
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and to liguor-driuking since their arrival in Belgaum. All smoke
tobacco and some smoke hemp. It isthe cost and not any religious
scruple that prevents them regularly eating animal food. They are
hardworking, honest, sober, thrifty, even-tempered, hospitable, and
orderly. They are grain-sellers and grain-parchers, selling rice, millet,

- wheat, pulse, sugar, oil, and parched gramn. They buy from Gujars

and-other wholesale dealers. Their boys begin as apprentices and ab
twelve years of age know their work thoroughly. Their occupation
is steady, neither improving nor falling. Wedding and other specizl
expenses have thrown some of them ic debt. They borrow at about

* twelve per cent a year. ‘They do not differ in religion or customs

from the Nérvekars. Their house gods are Nagesh, Ravalnéth, and
Lakhsmi, whose temples are in Goa. Their priests are Deshasth
Bréhmans to whom they show much respect ; their religious head is
the Shankarichsérya of Sankeshvar. They either bury or burn the
dead. They form an organized social hbody settling disputes
according to the opinion of the majority. They send their boys to
school till they are about twelve. T'hey do not take tomew pursuits
but are steady and fairly prosperous. : '

Bha’tia’s, with a strength of seventy, are found only in Belgaum
and Chikodi. They have come from Cutch through Bombay within
the last thirty years. They speak Cutchi and look like Gujarit Vdnis.
"They are strong, sturdy, inclined to stontness, and some of them fair
with bandsome regular features. Most live in large well-built
houses with walls of stone and tiled roofs ; and have chairs, tables,.
boxes, metal pots and silver cups and drinking-vessels. They have
generally a horse, two or three cows, a couple of buffaloes and
bullocks, and servants. Their staple food is wheat, rice, pulse,
vegetables, and butter. They are strict vegetarians. They take
no intoxicating drinks, but smoke and chew tobacco. The men
and women are neat and clean in their dress and have a special
liking for gay colours. Except that they wear a Gujardti coat and

. Hindusténi shoes, the men dress like Deshasth Brahmans. They

formerly wore the double-peaked Bh4tia turban but they now use a
silver-bordered headscarf. The women wear & shortsleeved bodice, &
petticoat, and a robe. They are clean, neat, hardworking, and sober,
but hot-tempered. They mostly deal in cobton, grain, cocoanuts,
betelnuts, dates, cocoa-kernels, sugar, butter, oil, and iron. Their
chief dealings are with Hubli, Vengurla, and Bombay. They are
bold and skilful traders, and are prosperous and well-to-do. They
worship the usnal Brdhmanic gods and their chief god is Krishna.
They respect Bréhmans and call Deshasth Bréhmans to couduct

" their ceremonies, except that for their marriages they bring & Pokarna

Brihman from Bombay. They make pilgrimages to Benares,
Mathura, Dwérksa, Ayodhya, Gaya, Prayig, Pandharpur, Gokarn,
and Rémeshvar. They are Vaishnavs of the Vallabhachérya sect.
They burn their dead.” They do not allow widows to marry, but do
not force them fo shave their heads. Bhitids have a strong caste
association and settle social disputes ab meetings of the castemen.
They send their boys to school. They are ready to take advantage
of any new opening or industry, and seem likely to hold the place
they have gained as the leading traders in the district.
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Gujara’t Va'nis, generally called Gujar Vénis, with a strength
of 102, are scattered over the district and are settled in large
numbers in Chikodi. Most of them have been in the district for three
generations. They are of middle size, fair, strong, and healthy.
Their home tongue is Gujarsti mixed with Hindustani, and besides
their home tongue most of them speak both Hindusténi and Mar4thi.
They are active, hardworking, sober, thrifty, and hospitable. They
are less exacting and more popular than Mérwér Vénis. They live
as shopkeepers, grocers, moneylenders, pearl-merchants, grain and
cloth dealers, and sellers of butter, oil, and other miscellaneous
articles. Many Gujarat shopkeepers are permanently settled in
Belgaum villages. A few who have become landewners do not #ill
with their own hands, but employ field labourers whose work
they supervise. Except helping m village shops, the women
and children add nothing to the men's earnings. Most of
them live in good two-storied houses with walls of stone and
tiled roofs. Their houses are clean and well kept and the walls are
painted with bright fantastic colours. = They are strict vegetarians.
They have servants and clerks and keep cows and buffaloes. The
clerks usually belong to their own.caste. When castemen are not
available they employ Bréhmans or qualified men of any of the other
higher local castes. A clerk’s salary variesfrom £10 to£12 (Rs.100-
120) a year, which is paid either in a lump sum or in instalments
every. three or four months. .A clerk keeps the accounts and writes
the khatdvni or daybook. They sometimes sct as their masters’
agents buying and selling goods for him. A clerk generally enters

a trader’s service about eighteen and has finished his training by

twenty-four. The men wear the small tightly-wound Gujardt. Véni
turban or a headscarf, along coat, a waistcloth, and a shoulder-

cloth. Except the turban there is no difference between the dress -

of the Gujardt and the local trader. The women draw the upper

end of the robe over the left instead of over the right shoulder, and, -

not tuck the skirt back between the feet. They are either Shravdks
. thatis Jnins, or Meshris that is Vaishnavs of the Vallabhéchirya sect.
The Gujarit Jains do not dine or have any social intercourse with the
Belgaum Jains. Both classes are strongly opposed to the destruction
of life. They keep marriage relations with Gujardt and spend large
sams in marrying their children. Marriages are generally celebrated
in Belgaum, but when they cannot get a suitable local match they
go to Gujardt. Most of their savings are spent on their children’s
marriages. Though they do not allow widow marriage, they do
not always enforce the rule that a widow’s head should be
shaved. The married dead are burnt and the unmarried dead are
buried. When a death occurs in a family the female relations and
caste women beat their breasts. They have their own Gujardt
Bréhman priests who generally live in their houses. Gujarét Vénis
keep most Hindu fasts and feasts, and during the Divglibolidays in
November worship the goddess Liakshmi in theirshops. They have
a casto council and settle social disputes according to the decision
of the mejority of castemen generally. Thoy send their boys to
school and are a well-to-do people. o B
Jains are returned as numbering 44,991 and as found all over
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the district, chiéfly in large villages. They are divided into Shetvéls,
Chaturtharus, Bogérs, and Panchams, who eat together but do not
intermarry. Both men and women look like Lingéyats. The men
wear a tuft of hair on the crown of the head and shave the moustache
but not the beard or whiskers. They rub sanddl-ashes on their
brow and wear the sacred thread. The women mark their brow with
red-powder and wear the lucky marriage-string or mangalsutra. They
speak Kénarese. They are cloan, neat, hardworking, hospitable, and
timid. They are merchants, traders, husbandmen, and labourers, and
a few are in Government service. Most Jains live in houses of the
better class two storeys high and with walls of brick.: They rear
cows, buffaloes, oxen, and horses, and have metal vessbls in _ their
houses. They seldom use European articles of furniture. Their daily
food is Indisn millet, bread, rice, vegetables, milk, and curds. They
do not touch assafeetida. They eat only in the daytime before sunset.
The men wear silk or woollen waistcloths while cooking, dining, and
worshipping the house gods. The men dress in a ‘waistcloth, a coat,
and a headscarf, and a second waistcloth hangs from their shoulders.
The women wear a bodice and a robe without passing the skirt back
between the feet. On the fifth day after the birth of a child the
goddess Satvéi is worshipped, and on the thirteenth the child is named
and the caste people are feasted. During the first year of a boy’s life
his head is sbhaved except a tuft of hair on the crown. In his seventh
year the munj or thread-ceremony is performed when the boy is girt
with the sacred thread. A girl should be married after she 1s four
and before she comes of age. Betrothal is coufirmed by the boy’s
pavents presenting the girl with an ornament, and after this the
marriage ceremony can be performed at any time before the girl
comes of age. Before the wedding a ceremony called bhdstagt is
observed and sugar and packets of betelnut and leaves are offered
to relations and friends. The bride and bridegroom are rubbed
with turmeric on the day before the marriage, and in the evening a
ceremony called boundary-worship or sumantpuja is performed
when the boy is visited by the girl’s parents, worshipped, and
presented with clothes and ornaments. Before the time appointed
for joining hands the house gods are worshipped and the boy and girl
at their homes are rubbed with turmeric and batbhed four times
in hot water. Then the boy is seated on a horse and with music
and a party of relations and friends goes to the girl’s house. Here
the priests repeat verses and the guests throw rice mixed withred-
powder on the heads of the boy and girl, and the couple throw
garlands of flowers.round eachother’s necks. The festivities last for
aweek among the rich, sumptuous dinners béing given daily to
relations, friends, and castefellows, and, surrounded by a number
of women, the boy and girl daub one another with sandal and red-
powder and play games of luck with betelnuts. The expenses vary
from £100 (Rs.1000) among the rich to £2 (Rs.20) among the
goor, with whom marriage lasts only a day or two days at most. They -
urn their dead. On the third day they gather the ashesand bones
and throw them into ariverorthe nearest stream. On the tenth day
rice balls are offered to crows. On the twelfth and thirtecnth days
relations and castefellows are feasted. The higher classes, such as
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merchants and traders, do not allow widow marriage, ‘but husbandmen
and labourers practise it freely. The Jain widow is stripped of her
bangles but her head is not shaven. During her monthly sickness
a woman is held impure for four days and is purified by bathing in
water! The Shetvals and Chaturtharus are greatly devoted to the
worship of Vithoba of Pandharpur and Tuljapur. The Panchais are
the followers of Lakmeshvar Svdmi who lives at Kolhdpur. The
Teacher or guru of the Shetvéls is Dimudra Kértik who lives at
Hombad near Honévar, and the Teacher of the Bogérsis Balutkdrgun
who lives at M4lkhed in the Nizdm’s dominions. The Chaturtharus’
Teachers have their head-quarters at Kurundvdd thirty-five miles
west of Athni. The Jains have their own priests aud do not employ
Bréhmans. They fast on the eighth and fourtecnth day of every
fortnight, and keep the regular Hindn holidays. They do not admit
men of other castes into their community. If any one of them eats
or intermarries with any one who is not a Jain he is excommunicated.
Each of the four local communities, Shetvals, Chaturtharus, Bogérs,
and Pauchams, has its own Teacher or svdmi who has power to fine or
excommunicate. Those who are put out of caste may rejoin it by
the payment of a fine. A few Jains send their boys to school. Asa
class they are well-to-do. ‘

Kalvaris, with a strength of seventy-seven, are found in thetown
of Belgaum. They came into the district about forty yearsago from
Cawnpur in Upper India. They live in houses of the better sort with
walls of mud and tiled roofs. Their staple food is rice, wheat, pulse,
butter, and vegetables, They eat fish'and the flesh of sheep, goats,
pigeons, and partridges. They eat animal food on holidays and at
any other time when they are able to pay forit. They drink country
and foreign liquor and smoke tobacco. The men dress like Kunbis,
the only peculiarity being that they pass both ends of the waistcloth
between their legé. Formerly they wore a headscarf or pheta, a
cap, or a turban folded after the Mérwéri fashion ; they have now
adopted the Marétha style. The women wear a short bodice and
petticoat over which they rolla robe orsddi drawing one end across the
right. shoulder. The women mark their brows with red-powder or
kunku, and wear glass bangles but not thelucky necklace or mangal-
sutra. 'They are clean, neat, and hardworking, but hot-tempered.
They are moneylenders and messengers. They worship the ordinary
Brahmanic and local gods, and pay special respect to Mahddev. They
have no images in their houses. Their priests are Sarvariya Brah-
mans to whom they show much respect. They keep the usual Hindu
holidays. They have no spiritual head or guide, but have faith in
lucky and unlucky days regarding which they consult their priests.
They name their children on the day of birth, 'Whena girl becomes
ten or twelve years old, her father seeks a husband for her of not
more than sixteen years of age. When he finds a snitable lad he goes
to the lad’s father and they talk over the matter in company with near
relations and friends. After they have settled the sum to be given to
the boy, which varies from £10 to £50 (Rs. 100-500), the girl’s father

—-

1 Fuller details of Jain customs and religion are given in the Dharwér Statistical
Account,
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hands packets Of betelnut and leaves and retires. Next the girl’s

pavents send 2s. (Re. 1), #d. (3 anna), a piece of turmeric root, and
some betelnut and leaves to the boy’s parents, and the marriage is
considered settled. On alucky day both the boy and girl are rubbed
with turmeric at their homes-and at the lucky moment a cloth is held
between them and the priest repeats marriage verses, and rice is
thrown on their heads. Packets of betelnut and leaves are handed
round and the priest retires. 'wo or three days after a feast is held,

but the parents of the bride never eat at the bridegroom’s house,
When a Kalvari dies the chief mourner has his moustache shaved on
the ninth day if the dead is a female, and on the tenth day if the dead
is a male. On the thirteenth & feast is given to the castemen. They
are bound together as a body, and settle social disputes according to
the opinion of the majority of the men. They send their children to
school, taking away their girls at ten and their boys at ﬁfteen They
are a well-to-do class.

Komtis, with a strength of 158, are found in small numbers.
over the whole district. They are said to have come to Belgaum
from Madras. They call themselves Vaishyas. As a class they are
dark, strong, and regular featured. Their home tongue is Telugu.
They are hardworking, even-tempered, thrifty, and hospitable. They
deal in grain, spices, clothes and jewels, act as moneychangers,
make necklaces of sweet basil beads, make snuff, till, and work as
writers and clerks. In poor families the elder women help in the
shop, stitch leafplates, and parch pulse. Few Komtis wear the sacred
thread and some like the Linghyats hang a ling round their necks.
They allow polygamy, and forbid widow marriage, but seldom force -
the widow to shave her head. Their headman, who is called sheti,
is required to be present at all their ceremonies, - He settles thieir
social disputes in accordance with the opinion of the majority of
the men. Komtis send their boys to school, and are a rising class.

Ma'rva’dis, or MARwAR VAnig, are a small community numbering
about fifty scattered over the district. They say they have come
from Marwér for trade purposes within the last fifty years. They are
of two main divisions, Shrdavaks or Jains and Meshris or Vaishnavs,
who neither eat together nor intermarry. The men wear a lock of
hair curling over each temple and a top-knot. They formerly wore
beards, but of late they have taken to shaving the face exvept
the/moustache. They speak a little K4narese an({z Marathi, but their
home tongueis Marwari. They are bardworking, miserly,and sober.
They are notorious usurers and unscrupulous in their dealings.
Husbandmen who fall into their power are generally treated without
consideration or pity. They deal in cloth, grain, and spices, but
the chief source of their profits is moneylendmg They live in
houses generally one storey high, with walls of brick and stones
and tiled roofs. They have cattle and servants generally Kunbis or
Musalmdns, whom they pay 6s. to 12s. (Rs.3-6) a month. They
have also a clerk or two, a man of their ow‘n caste, who is paid £7
10s. to £20 (Rs. 75-200) a year. They are strict vegebarians and
drink no hiquor. The men dress in small tightly-wound red and
yellow or pmk turban, a tight-fitting fulltailed coat, and a waistcloth.
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The women wear an open-backed bodice] ¥a petticoat and a robe or
odni, whose upper end is drawn from the band of the petticoat
and falls like a veil over the left side of the head and face. They
wear 8 gold armlet above the clbow and gold and bone bracelets.
To marry their boys many go to their native country and give the
girl’s parents £10 to £100 (Rs.100-1000). A week to three weeks
before a marriage the bridegroom’s and bride’s parents form
separate processions called bindoris, and move throngh the streets.
They burn their dead- They do not allow widow marriage, but
do not shave their widows’ heads. The Shrivaks are said to
worship Vishou and B4l4ji, as well as their own saints or Tirthankars.
They have their own Mérwir Bréhmans, who officiate as priests in
their houses and perform their religious ceremonies. They -fast oa
the second, sixth, eighth, and tenth day of the first fortnight of
Bhédrapad or September, and keep the leading Hindu holidays.
Their social disputes are settled at meetings of the castemen. They
ceach their boys themselves, and are well-to-do, carrying away large
fortunes when they return to their native country.

Na'rvekars, or inhabitants of Nérve in Goa, are returned as
numbering 2102, and as found in Khéndpur, Belgaum, Sampgaon,
Chikodi, and Parasgad. They are said to have come into the
district about two hundred years ago for purposes of trade. They
call themselves Vaishyas, and have no subdivisions. They are fair

and their women are well-made. They" speak Konkan-Mardthi, -

and live in substantial buildings with tiled roofs. The well-to-do,
among the men, and all the women dress like Brshmans and the
poorer men like Marathds. Their staple food is rice, pulse, and
Indian millet-bread, but they eatfish and flesh and drink liquor.
They eat twice a*day at noon and between eight and nine at night.
They are clean, hardworking, sober, and hospitable. They are

moneylenders aud grocers, dealing in clarified butter and cloth. -

Some of them parch rice, and make and sell sweotmeats, while
othiers are husbandmen. Their women and their children of sixteen
and over help them in their work, and they generally have small
sums of money at their credit. They do not work as labourers.
They name their children when they are twelve days old, clip their
-boy#’ hair for the first time when they are between two and five,
and invest them with the sacred thread at the time of marriage.
They marry their girls before they come of age, and their boys
generally beforc they are twenty. They do not allow widow
marriage.  They are Shaivs and worship Mah4dev, Ganpati,
Bhagvati, Kanakadevi, Yellamma, Réwling, Venkatpati, Mhélsa, and
Tukéi. The ordinary Mardtha Brahmans are their priests. They
keep all Hindu fasts and feasts, and make pilgrimages to Benares,

Gokarn, Mahsbaleshvar, and Yellarnma inBelgaum. In common with

other Hindus, they believe in sorcery, witcheraft, and soothsaying.
Petty disputes are settled by the men of the caste. More serious
matters,as when a widow becomes pregnant, when a girl comes of age
before she is married, and when a memher of the caste cats with a
person of another caste, are referred to the Svdmi of Sankeshvar
when he visits the district in his yearly tour. The Nérvekars send
their boys to school, and are a rising class.

» @n 14
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Husbandmen include thirteen classes, with a strength of 208,074

or 2629 per cent of the Hindu population. The following statement
gives the details:

Bercaty HUSBANDMEN.
[

Crass. Males. {Females} Total. Cuass, Males. .Females} Total.
Chhatris wf 7128 7163 | 14,280 §| Marithis ..| 60,358 | 58,944 | 119,302
Guravs 698 704 1402 || Mithgavdas .. 4 4
Yanbars .| 7086 7083 | 14,169 || Radis .. 8168 3147 1310
Kimitis oo 1 8 19 } Rajputs o] 1848 1354 2697
Kulmarus 36 39 75 || Tilaris .| 281 2153 5572
Kunbis ] 21,546 | 21,105 | 42,651
Laméns 6562 414 976
Lonérls 200 309 €03 Total ...[105,051 | 108,023 | 208,074

_Chhatris, or Khetris, are returned as numbering 14,289 and
as found all over the district. They seem to be long settled in the
district and are said to have no tradition of any former home. They
have no subdivisions. Families having the. same surname do not
intermasry. They are dark and tall and speak Kénarese. Most
of them live in thatched huts and dress like cultivating Mardthés.
Their staple food is Indian millet bread, rice, pulse, and vegetables ;
but they eat fish and the flesh of goats, sheep, dorestic fowls, and

me. The monthly food expenses of a family of six is about 16s.
(Rs. 8). They are clean but hot-tempered, and work as husbandinen,
village servants, and labourers. 'Their customs do not differ
from those of Knnbis with whom they eat. Their family gods are
Venkoba and M4ruti, and their priests are Deshasth Brahmans.
They keep the usnal Hindu holidays and fast either on Saturdzy or
on Sunday. Their social disputes are settled by meetings of the
castemen. They do not seud their boys to school nor take to new
pursuits, but are a steady class.

Guravs are returned as numbering 1402 and as found chiefly in
Athni, Chikodi, and Gokék. They are sirong and well-made with
regular features, The wmen wear the top-knot, but neither the beard
por whiskers. The home speech of most of the Guravs is Kénarese,
bnt those in Khdndpur, Belgaum, and Chikodi speak Mardths.
They are honcst, sober, cven-tempered, and hospitable. Some serve
at the sbrines of the village gods and live on the villagers’ offerings
of food and grain. At harvest time the villagers give them a small
share of the grain. A {few hold rent-free lands in return for
performing the service in certain temples. They are husbandmen
and musicians, beating drums and playing fiddles. They accompany
dancing-girls when they go to perform on festive occasions, and also
teach them to sing and dance. A majority of them live by selling
leafplates, which they supply without charge to public servants on
tour and to villagers who give them a sbare of the crop. Their
women and children help them in their work. Some keep cows and
she-buffaloes, and sell milk and butter. Their houscs are small
end ill-furnished, with nothing but a few earthen pots and one or
two blanketsand waistcloths. They neither eat flesh nor drink liquor.
Their staple food consists of Indian millet, rice, vegelablcs, and
pulse. Indoors the men wear a waistcloth, and out of doors they
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draw a second cloth over the shounlders, and either wear a turban or
roll a handkerchief round the head.. Their women wear the robe
and bodice, but do not pass the end of the robe between the feet.
The average monthly expenses of a family of six vary from 14s. to
£1 (Rs.7-10). They worship the goddess Pachvi or Satvé4i on the
fifth day after the birth of a child and name' the child on the
thirteenth. Their marriage custorus are the same as those of Goudhlis.
Bréhmans officiate at theiwr marriages. “They allow widow marriage.
They burn their dead and throw the ashes into a running stream on
the third day. . They offer a ball of rice to the caows on the tenth,
and perform the shrdddha ceremony on the eleventh or twelith
wheu they feast the caste. They are a religions people. Their chief
gods are Shiv, Vishnn, Ravalnith, and Maruti. Their priests are
the ordinary Mardtha Brdhmans. They do not become ascetics.
They have no gurus or religious teacher, and they never go on
pilgrimage. They say they do not believe in sorcery or witcheraft,
but they have faith in soothsaying. The local soothsayers are
generally learned Deccan Brdhwans, well versed in astronomy, who
are consulted in cases of sickness. They keep the usual Hindu
holidays. They have no headman and settle their disputes at
meetings of the castemen. They do nof send their boys to school
and are a falling people. The demand for their leafplates has of
late greatly fallen as most people now make their own plates.

Hanbars are returned as numbering 14,169 and as found all
over the district. They are numerous in the hilly tracts of
Belganm, Khén#pur, and Chikodi. Of late they have been obliged.
to live in or near villages in consequence of the spread of reserved
forests. They are divided into Hosa or New Hanbars and Hale or Old
Hanbars who eat together and intermarry. They are dark, tall, and
strong, with regular features, thiu lips, high nose, and lank hair. The
men wear the top-knot often in & matted state, aud the moustache.
Their home tongue is Mardthi. They generally live in houses with
thatched roofs and walls of wuoden planking. Those living in
villages dress like Kunbis and those in the hilly tracts in a loin-
cloth, a waistcloth, and a small piece of cloth rolled round the head.
Their staple food is rice, judri, and rdgi or sdva bread, but they eat
fish and flesh and drink liguor. They smoke gdnja and both chew
and smoke tobacco. They are dirty and hot-tempered, but thrifty
and honest. Some keep cows and she-buffaloes, the cows worth
£1 to £2 (Rs. 10-20) and the buffaloes £2 to .£3 (Rs. 20-30).
They sell milk and butter. Those who livein villages and in the
eastern parts of the district are either husbandmen or day-labourers.
The labourers are paid by the day either in cash at the rate of 34.
(2 as.) for a man, 2}d. (14 as.) for a woman,and 14d. (1 an.) for a child
over thirteen ; when paid in grain it is generally Indian millet at the
daily rate of 4-6 pounds (2-3 shers). The Hanbars are peasant-
holders, under-holders, and field-labourers, They grow both
watered and dry crops. They are skilful husbandmen being helped
by their women and "their children of over twelve or thirteen.
Their hourehold gods are M4ruti and Yellamma. Their family
priests are Deshasth Brahmans who officiate at their marriages, and

“are consulted for lucky days and names for their children. They

Chapter 111.
Population.

HusSBANDMEN.
Guravs.

Hanbars.



Chapter III.
Population.

BUsBARDMEN.

Kdmdthis.

Kulmarus,

[Bombay Gazettoer,
108 ~ DISTRICTS.

ssy they do notnbelieve in witcheraft or sorcery, but have faith i
soothsaying. When a soothsayer is consulted a packet of betelnul
and leaves and a copper coin or two are laid before him, and he opens
his book and after pondering over it gives an answer. The Hanbars
fast on Friday, and keep the usual Hindu holidays. They have nc
headman and settle social disputes at meetings of the castement
They do not scnd their boys_to school and as a class are poor and
unprosperous. y

Ka'ma'this,! with a strength of niueteen, are found only ir
Belgaum. They say that they came from the Madras Karnatak aboul
sixty years ago in search of fcod. They have no subdivisions. They
look like Mardthds and speak Telugu at home and Mardthi out of
doors. They live in small houses with walls of mud and tiled roofs;
Their houses are neither neat nor clean and they rear no useful o{
pet animals. They are great eaters but not good cooks. Their every-,
day food is rice, Indian millet, pulse, and vegetables. Whenever
they can afford to get them, they eat fish and the flesh of goats;
sheep, hogs, and domestic and game birds. Their only caste feasts
are at the time of weddings. They are excessively fond of liquor,
drinking both country and foreign spirits. ~ All smoke tobacco and
some smoke hemp. The men wear a top-knot, moustache, and
whiskers ; and the women tie their hair in a knot at the back of
the head and neither decorate it with flowers nor use false hair:
Neither men nor women are neat or clean in their dress. The
men wear a waistcloth, a headscarf or rumdl, a shouldercloth, and
a short coat; and the womeén a shortsleeved bodice and a robe or
lugade whose end théy donot draw back between the feet. Thei
family gods are Venkoba and Méaruti. They respect Brdhmans and
call theth to conduct their chief ceremonies at the time of birth;
marriage, puberty, and death. Their Brahman priests are either
Karhadds or Deshasths. They keep the regular Hindu holidays,
and fast on the elevenths of Ashdidh in July. They do not make

" pilgrimages. They believe in soothsaying, omens, and lucky and

unlacky days. Their customs do not differ from those of Kunbis!
They allow widow marriage and bury their dead. *They are bound
together as a body and their social dispates are settled at mass
meetings of the caste. They do not send their boys to school and
are & poor class. :

Kulmarus, or IrRoN-#orkERs, from kulume theKénarese for d
forge, with a strength of seventy-five, are found in Khindpur and
Sampgaon. They have no subdivisions and speak Mardthi. They
look like Knnbis, the men wearing the top-knot and the moustache.
They livein small houses with walls of mud and thatched roofs.
They rear cows, bullocks, and buffaloes. Their staple food is Indian
willet or ndchni. They eat fish and flesh, drink liquor, and smoke
tobacco. The men wear a headscarf or 7umdl, a shouldercloth, and

.

1 The word Kdmidthi is su?posed to come froxﬁ Edan work aﬁd to mean a labourer,

. But there are many classes of K&méthis of all positions and occupations ffom Brahmans

to Mhsrs. Tho name scems to come from Komomoth a tract -in the Nizdm’s

- dominions.
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a loincloth or langoti. The women wear a bodice and & robe whose
end they do not pass back between the feet. They are dirty and
untidy, but hardworking and orderly. They have given up their
old craft of iron-smelting and work as husbandmen, some being
under-holders aud others field-labourers. Their women help in
the fields. They rank below Kunbis who do not eat from them.
"They respect Bréhmans aud call them to conduct their birth and
marriage ceremonies. They worship® the ordinary Bréhmanic and
local gods and their household deity is Yellamma. They keep the
regular Hindu holidays but do not fast or go on pilgrimage.
They believe in soothsaying and witchcraft and their cnstoms do
not differ from those of Kuubis. They bury the dead and allow
widow marriage. They are bound together as a body and settle
social disputes at caste meetings. They do not send their boys to
school and are a poor class, '

Kunbis! are returned as numbering 42,650 and as found in the
Athni, Belgaum, Chikodi, and Khéandpur sub-divisions. They are
divided into Konkanis also known as Detale or Kéle Kunbis and
" Maréthas also called Kunbis proper or Kulvddis. The Kulvidis eat
from the Kéles, but the Kéles do not eat from the Kulvidis. They
do not intermarry. The Detale or Kdle Kunbis are found only in
Khéndpur into which they seem to have come from North Kénara,
where their caste is numerous. They speak Konkani, the common
speech in the neighbouring. sub-division of Supa in North Kénara
and in Goa. :

The names in common use for men of the Detale:Kunbi caste are,
Bébi, Govind, Gangépa, Ithu, J4nu, Néru, Phondu, Punna, Réim,
Shiba, Topéna and Yenku; aud for women, Bhégirthi, Chimna,
Duvérki, Gangéi, Janki, Mankai, Ramsi, Remani, Samni, Uwi, and
Yesu. They contract marriages only with certain families which
have been fixed by their forefathers. . Their house gods are silver
or copper plates called édkis with embossed humanlike figures. The
names of the deities are Birdmani, Pduchméya, aud Siter1.

The Marathi or Kulvddi Kunbis seem to have come from the
Marithi-speaking districts of the Deccan. -Their home speech is
Maréthi and their family gods are, Kedérling also called Jotiba whose
chief shrine is in the Kolhépunr state; Tulja Bhavéni whose head
shrine is in Tuljdpur in the Nizdm’s territory ; Somndth in South
Kathidwsr ; Yellamnda in Ugargolla in the Parasgad sub-division of
Belgaum ; and Khandoba in Jejuri in the Purandhar sub-division of
Poona. They have two hundred and ninety-two surnames.? Of

1 The word Zunbi is pronounced as kulbi in the Belganm and Khanspur sub-divisions
znd a.sbiku-nbi in the Athni and Chikodi sub-divisions. It is nowhere pronounced

urumbi.

3 These surnames are, Able, M., Abhag, M., Abhire, U,, Abhore, M., Abrut, M.,
Advele, M., Age, M., Ahir, M., Akhade, 8, Anag, B., Anag, M., Andbak, M.,
Aushadhdrarao, M., Avchire, M., Avade, S., Avati, 8., Avire, M., Bibar, B.,
Bidale, M., Badare, S., Barage, S., Bhadolkar, S., Bhadurge, B., Bhile, M.,
Bhanvase, M., Bhand, M., Bhipkar, M., Bha , M., Bhejan, 8., Bhis, S,
Bhodave, B., Bhoite, B., Bhojak, M., Bhore, M., Bhosale, B., Bhudke, M., Bhujag, U.,
Biraje, B., Bodake, ., Bodhe, M., Budhe, B., Chindel, B., Chavhin, M., Ched, M.,
Cheko, U., Chikane, B., Chitravade, B., Chodhire, U., Chor, B., Chorade, B.,

[

Chapter IIL

Population.

HUSBANDMEK.
Kulmarus.

Kunbis.



Chapter IIL
Population.

HUSBANDMEN.
Kunbis,

|Bombay Gazetteer,
110 DISTRICTS.

the whole number one hundred and two trace their origin to the
moon ; seventy-eight trace their origin to .the sun; and eighty-
one to the god Brahma. The twenty-nine remaining surnames are
said to belong to miscellaneous tribes. Marriage between persons
of the same surname is forbidden. They are generally stoutly
made, sallow, and over the middle height. The fuce is oval, the
eves small, the nose high, the lips thin, the cheekbones low, the
c{;eeks gaunt, the bead hair lank, and the face hair thick. They
are not liable to any special disease and are generally longlived.
The Mar4thi spoken by the Kulvddis is rougher and less clear
than Bréhman Marsthi. Among the peculiarities of their dialect
may be noticed, mdj, to me; fuj, to you; jevos, to eab; lat, much;
khate or khalete, where ; vdich or wllas, a little ; gont (Kénarese),
to know ; hdya, is; nhdya, is not ; and mula (Kénarese), a corner.
Detale Kunbis speak the Konkani which prevails in Goa and in
the north of Kénara. In towns and large villages most Mardthi
Kunbis live jn houses with mud walls and tiled roofs. Most village
Kunbis live in thatched huts. Their dwellings are untidy and
ill-cared for. The only household goods are field tools, one or two
brass or copper pots, and a number of earthen vessels used in cooking

Chukaliya, B., Dégade, S., D4gal, B., Daire, S., Dalavi, U., Darekar, M., Dishade, B.,
Davekar, B., Dhampile, M., Dhamadhere, 8., Dhamsle, B., Dhanik, B., Dhapil, B.,
Dharmarsj, B., Dhavle, M., Dhek, B., Dhisale, B., Dhitak, S., Dhobare, M,
Dhoke, U., Dhole, S,, Dhomse, U., Dhone, U., Dorik, B, Dubal, B., Dubule, S.,
Dudhare, M., Duduskar, M., Dumidge, M., Dunage, M., Durstma, B., Dure, M.,
Gadagopal, M., Gadavarg, M., Gadave, 8., Gégule, 8., Gaikavad, 8., Garud, B,
Gavde, M., Gavde, M., Gavhar, M., Gbharste, 8., Ghdtage, S., Ghorade, S.,
Ghorapade, B., Ghule, 8., Gole, B., Goli, B., Gore, 8., Gujidhe, B., Gudhe, S.,
Gujakar, B., Gujar, M., Gujivade, B., Guje, S., Gurusale, S., Haran, M.,
Honntsne, M., Idalakar, B., Igavale, B., Ignale, B., Isidage. 8., Itdpe, U., Jachak, 8.,
Jadbav, M., Jagdale, M., Jagmal, B., Jagnivds, M., Jamdide, B., Jigdale, B.,
Jévale, U., Jitakar,” S., Kadam, S., K4jale, 8., Kgkde, S., Kalam, 8., Kalamb, S.,
Kalebhar, M., Kale, B., Kélge, M., Kélmukh, 8., Kalaskar, B., Kaly4nkar, M.,
Kankile, 8. Kanphate, B., Kante, B., Kapdle, B., Kipse, B., Kardde, B,
Karslkar, M., Karle, S., Karmukh, 8., Kasile, M:, Kashte, B, Kitavdde, M.,
Kaustube, S., Kantuke, M., Kavade, B., Kavile, M., Kavre, U,, Kesarkar, 8.,
Khédekar, S, Khadégﬁle, M., Khalste, U., Khanadre, B., Khéndekar, M.,
Khérst, S., Khillire, M., Khirsigar, U., Khogane, U, Khule, S., Kirdatt, M.,
Kodag, M., Kodhe, M., Kadu, U., Kokare, M., okite, S., Kolhar, M., Kollile, S,
Kuréde, U., Lad, M., L4d, M., Ladak, U., Lidge, M., Lahule, M., Lavte, U.,
Lokhande, S., Londe, B., Machile, -B., Midhav, M., Madge, B., Madikar, S,
Madukar, S., Magar, B., Mahale, B., Mahate, B., Mikhmakhle, M., Male, M.,
Méne, B., Maskar, S., Maske, 5., Mede, M., Mhade, S., Mhadik, S, Mohite, M.,
Morbhe, M., More, M., Marik, M., N4d, 8., Nagidave, U., Niglilek, U., Nagpe. U.,
Nagvide, U., Nalga, 8., Nalvade, B., Navle, B., Nikalank, 8., Nikam, S,
Nimbslkar, M., Phchpore, M., Pschpute, M., Psade, U, Panchénan, M.,
Pansamble, B., Paribar, 8., Pavar, M., Phadtare, B, Phanindre, U., Phatak, S.,
Pisale, B.,, Pol, B., Polat, S., Pratib4r, S., Réachode, S., Ragte, S.,” Rajhanse, B.,
Randive, M., Rankhdmbe, B., Ranpise, B., Réanrikshas, B., Ranvégure, S.y
‘Rananavar, B., Rasdl, S., Rastkunde, M., Rautrao, B., Rumsle, M., Sable, M.,
Ssde, M., Saildar, S., Sskle, M., Sakpsl, M., Ssle, B, Sslokhe, B,, Sén U,
Séréte, B., Sarkate, B., Satpal, M., Sﬁpnte, M., Sévle, S., - Setge, S, She(%ge'er, S.,
Shel4r, S., Sinigare, M. Sinde, U. Sirke, M., Sirsit, B, Sisode, B., Sitole, S.,
Sok4vant, B., Sonvane, B., -Sukhe, 8., ‘Surkar, U., Surpale,” U., Sursen, M,
Simvant, B., Suryavanshi, S, Tade, M., Tigmoge, ‘B., Tikare, M., Talkar, U.,
Témbe, M., Tanvade, M., Tavére, S., Thorit, S., Thote, S., Tibole, 8., Todmale, M.,
Tode, M., Tungére, B., Tupe, S., Upase, U., Védigare,B., Vagchsvare, M., Vége, M.,
Vagmode, M., Vakde, M., Vénve, U.; Varade, 8., Vayale, B., Virdatt, M., Voge, M.,
Yadbav, M., Yaharu, B.* : :

* M=Moon, 8=8un, U=Uncertain, B=Brabma.
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and for storing grain and oil, one bandmill ukhalimusal, a grinding
slab or pdta-varvanta, and a few bamboo baskets. They generally
have one or more pairs of bullocks and buffaloes and one or two
cows or she-buffaloes. Most of them rear hLens and keep a dog.
They rarely own goats, and never have sheep. Among Detale
Kunbis, the grown members of a family generally live in one
house. As one of these undivided Kunbi families includes fifty to
& hundred and fifty members; thei. oblong thatched houses are
very large and are divided into separate lodgings by wattled walls
of kdrei or Strobilanthus stems. The furniture in a Konkani
Kunbi’s house is much the same asin a Mardthi Kunbi’s, and like
the Marathi Kunbis they keep dogs and cattle ; but they do mot
- rear domestic fowls as they peither eat nor sell them. They have
separate houses for their cattle. Both classes are temperate in
eating and drinking, their every-day food being ndchni bread and
ndehni gruel or dmbil. The well-to-do take s little rice every day,
and the poor take rice on holidays. Their boliday dishes are
round cakes of rice, wheat, arfd pulse called vadas ; fried cakes of
wheat, gram, and coarse sugar called telchids ; sweet cakes of rico
balls or undes; plantain-shaped wheat or rice cakes filled . with
coarse sugar, boiled gram or parched rice flour or rdjgtia
(Amaranthus tristis) seed boiled in steam ; rice vermicelli or shevaya ;
rice cakes called ghdvan ; -broad round cakes of wheat filled with
boiled gram and coarse sugar called polyds ; and milk boiled with
rice and coarse sugar called khir. The Mardthi Kunbi eats fish,
crabs, sheep and goats, the wild bog, the deer, and the hare.
They do not eat beef. They eat eggs, and cocks and hens, buf
not ducks, geese, peacocks, guineafowls, or turkeys. OCf wild
birds they eat the partridge, snipe, quail, wild duck, and pigeon.
When the Kunbis, whéther Maréthas or Konkanis, go to hunt, they
visit; the temple of the village god and pray for success. If they
kill they lay the game before the village god; offer him a piece,
and take the rest home. The flesh offered to the god hecomes
the property of the #emple-ministrant or pujdri. The Konkani
Kunbi eats all the animal food which is eaten by the Maréthi
Kunbi except sheep, goats, cocks and hens, and eggs. He gives
no reason for this except that they are forbidden by caste rules.
Neither Konkani nor Mardthi Kunbis eat animal food daily. They
take it only on special occasions and on certain bolidays. This
is because they cannot afford meat oftemer ;. it is not from any
religious or other scruple. Neither Marathi nor Konkani Kunbis
drink palm-juice. The Konkanis take no liquor but Mar4thi
Kunbis drink country and European spirits. Both classes smoke
tobacco, Except in the west of the district, Kunbis take only two
meals a day, one between eleven and twelve in the morning, the
other between seven and eight at night. In the west the Kunbis
take three meals a day. At eight breakfast, consisting of two cakes
of ndchni, a cup of gruel or dmbil, some chillies, garlic, and salt, and
sometimes a cooked vegetable ; dinner about twelve of bread, gruel,
butter, milk, and vegetables ; and supper at seven of bread, rice and
curry.
Kunbis of both classes are- generally poorly clad and show little
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regard for cleanliness or neatness. The men of both classes shave
the head once a month except the top-knot or shendi and the face
except the moustache and occasionally the whiskers. The men wear
round the head a scarf or rumdl six to eight feet square of coarse
local handwoven cloth costing 1s. to 1s.6d. (6-12 as.). The upper
part of the body from the shoulders o the loins is covered by a piece
of rough country cloth three to three and a half feet broad and
seven to eight feet long and varying in price from 9d. to ls. 1id.
(6-9as). When at work in the fields this cloth is tied so as to
form a jacket. The waistcloth is spread over the head and back
and the upper ends drawn through the armpits; then the right-
hand end is passed over the left shoulder and the left-hand end over
the right shoulder and both ends are tied together at the nape of
the neck. The loincloth or langoti’is s rough country cloth two
or three feet square costing 1id. to 83d. (1-2} as.). To gird the
loins they also wear the kdcka, a long narrow country cloth. three
or four inches broad and five or six yards long, varying in price
from 8d. to 43d. (2-8 ds.). They wear sandals or vahdns, which are
generally imade by Chambhérs and cost 6d. to 1s. (4-8 as.). DBesides
these the kdmbli or blanket is worn over the head and used both as
a cloak to keep off the sun, cold, and rain and as bedding. These
blankets are generally three to four feet broad and eight to eleven
feet long. They are made in the district of black wool by Kurbars
or Dhangars and range in price from 2s. to 3s. (Rs.1-13). During
the cold and rainy seasons Kunbis generally wear a jacket made
from worn-out blankets. Some Mar4thi Kunbis wear short breeches
or cholnds reaching to the knee and a waistcoat or bandi or a
sleeveless jacket or kabcha of country cloth. The breeches cost
41d. to 74d. (3-5 as.) and the waistcoat 7id. to 104d. (5-7 as.).
On holidays they wear a new headscarf, generally black, a silk-
bordered shouldercloth or dhotar, and a coat or angarkha of white
cotton or of cheap black or red woollen. Men of both classes wear
gold earrings or bhikbdli worth 4s. to 6s. (Bs. 2 -8) iu the upper
part of the right ear; a silver armlet or kade worth £1 4s. to £2 10s.
(Rs. 12-25) round the left wrist; and a silver girdle or kadadora
worth £1 10s. to £2 (Rs.15-20) round the waist. Besides these
ornaments the Konkani Kunbis always wear gold eaings or gots
worth 4s. to 10s. (Rs. 2 - 5) in the lobes of both ears. The women
of both classes braid their hair, doing it up once a week or once &
fortnight, gencrally on Mondays. On holidays they deck their hair
with flowers and the Konkani women with a fragrant herb called
tirap. Marathi Kunbi women wear the robe or sadi, and the bodice
or choli. Unlike a Brshman woman who passes the skirt of the
robe between the feet and tucks it in at the back, the Maréthi
Kunbi woman.does not pass the ends between her feet but gathers
the folds on her left hip. The upper part of the robe is drawn over
the head. Konkani Kunbi women wear no bodice. They gather the
folds of the robe exactly in the middle just as Brahman women do,

and tuck it in at the waist behind. The upper part of the robe is

drawn up from the waist under the armpits and the ends tied in &
knot between the shoulders, leaving the arms, shoulders, neck, and

.head bare. The robes are three feet broad and fiffeen to twenty-
. €
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two feet long. They are made in handlooms at Murgod, Gokdk,
Sankeshvar, Bail Hongal, Kittur, Deshnur, and other places in the
district. The commonest colour in use is black or red or a mixture
of black and red. The robes vary in price from 8s. to 6s. (Rs.1}-8).
The bodice costs from 6d. to 1s. (4-8 as.). On holidays the women
wear a silk-bordered robe ranging in price from 10s. to £2 10s.
(Rs. 5-25) and a silk-bordered bodice valued at 1s. 6d. to 3s. (12 as.-
Rs.1D).

The ornaments worn by & Mardthi Kunbi woman are toe-rings or
jodvis of queen’s metal worth 6d. to 1s. (4-8 as.); in the nose a nath
worth 10s. to 14s. (Rs. 5-7) or a moti worth 8s. to 16s. (Rs.4-8); in
the ears, gdthe worth Gs. to 8s.(Rs.3-4) and bugdis worth £1 to
£210s. (Rs.10-25); round the neck the lucky-thread or mangalsutra
worth 2s. to 8s. (Rs.1-14) and a tiki worth 10s. (Rs. 5). On the
upper arm or elbow avpair of silver bracelets folbandis valued at
£2 to £3 (Rs.20-30), on the wrists two pairs of silver bracelets
or kdkans valued at 8s. to 12s. (Rs. 4 - 6) and glass bangles. Girls
wear anklets, generally of queen’s metal, and seldom of silver. A
married girl, on reaching womanhood, generally gives up wearing
anklets. Girls also wear a waistbelt or patta. ~ Except the lucky-
necklace or mangalsuira, anklets, and toe-rings or jodvis, widows
wear all the ornaments worn by married women. But they do not
mark the brow with red-powder or kunku. Konkani Kunbi
women wear gold earrings or tanvidds, worth 6s. to 12s. (Rs.3-6);
a number of strings of small red and white glass beads round the
neck, worth 8d. (2 as.) ; a lucky necklace, armlets or tolbandis, brass
bracelets or pdtlis worth 13d. to 8d. (1-2 as.), and toe-rings.
Though neither clean nor neat, Kunbis are honest. and simple
people, hardworking, and generally sober, thrifty, orderly, and
hospitable. The women are hardworking, simple, virtuous, and
obedient. Most of them are lanfholders and the rest are field-
labourers. Most grow rice, rdgi, sdra, and millet, but some are
skilled husbandmen, raising sugarcane and other garden crops.
Their women and childreu work with them in the field. Field-workers
are paid in grain during the reaping season and at other times
in cash. When there is nothing doing in the fields they work as
day-labourers. They also grow fruit and vegetables in their back
yards and sell them in the nearest markets, Some gather and sell
firewood. They also make butter and sell it in the nearest market.
In towns they sell milk and curds. In spite of their hard work, as a
class Kunbis are in debt. The debt is caused both by ordinary and
by special expenses. They borrow at twelve to twenty-five per
cent a year. Though they are still indebted their standard of
comfort is considerably higher than it formerly was. Every one
wishes to have a pair of bullocks, copper pots, a better house, a cart,
ornaments, and good and clean clothes. In these small luxuries
their balance of saving is spent and nothing is left to meet special
expenses. Formerly few husbandmen had carts, copper pots, or
valuable clothes and ornaments. They kept all their savings by
them in cash, ready to meet special expenses.

During the rainy season the men of the family go early to the
fields. The rest of the household tend the cattle or fetch firewood
B 80-—15 ’
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or grass. They retarn home about ten, take their morning meal’
and after eleven again go to work, returning between five and six:
Women generally rise at four, grind corn, and prepare bread-grue!
and vegetables. After sunrise they go tosome well, pond, or strear’
to fetch water, and on their return sweep the house. After the
morning meal they start about ten to work in the fields with theit
husbands. From seed time in June to harvest in November-
December both men and women are busy in the fields and when
the crops are ripening many of them watch by night as well as by
day. During the hot season Kunbis go to their fields in the early
morning. About eight breakfast is brought by one of the children
or women who stay and work with the men. They go home at noon,
dine, and returning at two, work till sunset. Sometimes, if they
have much to do, they remain all day in the field. Boys froth eight
upwards tend cattle, and from ten to fifteen are taught the lighter
parts of husbandry. A boyof fifteen or sixteen is fit for most branches
of field work. Kunbis are busy all the year round, but with those
who have no garden crops work is light in January, February, and
part of March. Monday is a day of rest for the bullocks, and

" and with some full-moon days are holidays, and are kept as days of

new-moon days rest. The property of a Kunbi family fairly off and
living in a style of Teasonable comfort may be estimated at about
£22 (Rs.220).  Of this £2 10s. to £5 (Rs. 25-50) represent the
value of the house; £11 10s. to £14 (Rs.115-140) the value of the
furniture and household goods;! and £3 to £4 (Rs. 80-40) the
value of the clothes. The yearly charges of a family of five persons,
a husband wife two children and an aged relation or dependent,
living in fair comfort, are estimated at £15 to £20 (Rs.150-200).
Of this amdunt food and drink charges are estimated at £7 to
£9 (Rs.70-90); dress charges at £1 10s. to £210s. (Bs. 15-25) ;
the wages of a servant are estimated at £4 to £6 (Rs. 40-60) ; and
the keep of the cattle at £2 10s. to £3 (Rs. 25- 80) a year. The
estimated charges for special expenses are, for a birth 5s. to 10s.
(Rs. 24-5) ; for a marriage of a son £10 to £15 (Rs. 100-150) ; for
the marriage of a daughter £2 to £3 (Rs. 20-80) ; for a daughter’s
coming of age 10s. to 15s. (Rs. 5-7%) ; and for her first pregnancy
10s. to 15s. (Rs. 5-74); and for a death 10s. to 15s. (Rs.5-73).
Both branches of Kunbis are religious. The family gods of the
Marsthi Kunbis are Keddrling otherwise called Jotiba, Tulja
Bhavini, Somnith, and Yellamma ; those of the Konkani Kunbis
are Birdmani, S4teri, and Panchamdya. Their family priests, who
are Deshasth or Karhdda Brdhmans, are treated with great respect.
They are called to conduct marriage and death ceremonies and in
some families perform the fulsi marriage on the twelfth day of the
first fortnight of Kdrtik or October-November and to the garland-
hanging or mdl-livane ceremony performed in honour of dead

1 The details are : Beds, drinking and cooking vessels £2 (Rs. 20); two bullocks
£4 to £5 (Rs. 40-50) ; two other cattle £2 10s. to £3 (Ra. 25-30) ; one cart £3 to £3
10s. (Rs. 30-35) ; two axes 2s. to4s. (Re,1-2); two picks 4s, to 6sC (Re.2-24);
two spades 2s. to 3s. (Rs. 1-113) ; one crowbar ls. 6d. to 2z. (12as, -Re. 1) ; and other
goods £ 10s, to £2 (Rs,15 - 20). N
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ancestors during the second fortnight of Bhadrapad or August-
September. Most Kunbis are disciples of a guru or religious teacher,
a Gosavi who initiates them and performs the garland or spirit-
laying ceremony. They consider Mahddev the chief god but do not
belong to any sect.

They keep seventeen jyearly holidays. The first festival is
Sansdr-pddva or New Year’s Day.  This comes on the first of the
bright fortnight of Chaitra orMarch-Arril. On this day they set up a
bamboo pole or gudi capped with a small brass pot and with a new
piece of cloth hanging to it as a flag. They break cocoanuts before
the family and village gods and refrain from animal food. Their
dinner consists of cakes, rice, split ~pulse, and vegetables. The
second holiday is the full-moon of Chaitra or March-April. Cakes
or sweet milk is ‘the special dish for the day. The third holiday
is Ashadhi Ekddashi, the eleventh of the first fortnight of Ashddh
or June-July. On thisday Kunbis live on roots and fruits. Newly
married sons-in-law spend a week at the bride’s house. Their
fourth holiday is Undydchi-pornima or the Unda full-moon in
Ashédh or June-July. On this day they worship their bullocks
with sandal-powder and flowers, and break cocoanuts before them.
The fifth holiday is the first Monday of Shrdvan or July-August
and a certain holiness attaches to all the Mondays of the month.
On the first and last Mondays all the members of each Kunbi
family abstain from food till four in the afterncon, when they take a
meal of sweet milk and rice shevayds. The sixth festival is Ndg-
panchami or the Cobra’s Day. It comes on the fifth of the first
fortnight of Shrdvan, generally about the end of July. On this day
Kunbis worship a clay cobra or ndg. During the day they eat
tambit made of the flour of rice or paunic-seed 7dle, and mixed with
milk or water and coarse sugar, and ldhya or roasted judri rice
or other grain, and in the evening have a good meal of sugared
milk. The seventh festival is the Povatydchi-pornima or thread-hank
full-moon. On this day, which falls on the full-moon of Skrdvan
or June-July, Kunbis make a number of hanks of cotton thread of
five skeins each and about three feet in circumference. They dip
the hank in turmeric paste and throw one round the neck of each
of the men and women of the family, and round every lampstand,
cart, and other farm implements. The dish for the day is sweet
milk. The eighth festival is Ganesh-chaturthi or Ganpati’s Fourth..
This comes on the fourth of the first fortnight of Bhddrapad,
generally in August. On this day the Kunbis worship a painted
clay figure of the god Ganesh and offer it sweet milk and rice or
wheat balls shaped like a fig and filled with cocoa-kernel and
coarse sugar or with boiled gram and coarse sugar. On the next
day the rat or undir, Ganesh’s carrier, is worshipped, cooked
mutton and country hiquor are offered to it, and then consumed
by the people of the house. The next day is sacred to the goddess

Gauri, At an early hour fixed by the Bréhman priest a band of

girls from several houses go to some public well, pond, or
river. Bach fills with water a small brass or earthen pot spotted

below the rieck with lime. Each lays a bunch of different kinds of

flowers in her pot and worships it with sandal-powder and sugar.
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They then Lift the pots on their heads and return home singing.
On reaching home they set the pots on the right side of the” god
Ganpati. Next day, the ceremony called wanshe is performed.
Newly married girls fast till evening and then worship Gauri with
an offering of sweetened milk khir or pdlolya that is cooked
rice flour rolled into a ball, placed between two turmeric leaves,
rolled, and cooked in steam. ~After the worship is over the girl has
to visit five or ten houses. »At each house she presents Ganpati
and Gauri with some rice balls, a piece of cocoa-kernel, some
betelnut and leaves, and some parched rice. After making her
offering she bows before the deities and the elders of the house and
in return bas her lap filled with rice by a married woman belong-
ing to the family. After visiting all the houses she returns home
and takes a meal. Next day any newly married son-in-law who
may have been asked to the house is sent back to his father’s house
with his wife. Both are presented with new clothes and the girl's
father and sisters together with a band of five to fifty friends
and relations accompany the son-in-law to his father’s house. The
girl’s father takes with him fifty to two hundred sweet wheat cakes
or nevaris, or pulse cakes wvadds, which are distributed among the
caste people in the village by the son-in-law and his wife. After
remaining a day or two in the son-in-law’s house the party return
leaving the girl. During their stay the son-in-law’s father has to
give two dinners, one of sweetmeats costing 2s. to 10s. (Rs.1-5),
and the other of mutton costing 10s. to £1 (Rs. 5-10).

The ninth festival is the Makal or Shrdddha which is held in honour
of dead ancestors during the second fortnight of Bhadrapad in
August-September.  Unlike Bréhmans, who perform the shrdddh
on the day in the fortnight which corresponds to the day on which the
deceased died, Kunbis perform it cither on the first, second, or third
day of the fortnight. Trom ome to ten couples of the host’s caste,
whether orno they belong to the same family stock, are asked to fast
and afterwards to break their fast at the host’s house. The couples
come, and after the host has worshipped the household gods the
women’s laps are filled with rice, betelnut and leaves, and they
are feasted along with their husbands. The chief dishes are pulse
cakes or vadds and sweet milk or khir. Relations and friends are
also asked to dine. The tenth festival is the Navardtra or nine
nights and the Dasara or tenth in honour of Durga Devi. These
holidays last from the first to the tenth of the first fortnight of
Ashvin or September-October. The first nine days are not held so
holy by Kunbis as by Brahmans. The head of each family fasts till

theevening. e then worships his family gods and hangs a garland
- from the ceiling over an earthen or metal pot representing the

goddess Durga. In the pot are water, five copper coins, a betelnut,
and a piece of turmeric. The pot is covered with a bunch of mango
leaves and a cocoanut. The head of the house worships it in the
same way as he worships his houschold gods. On the eighth day
dishes of sugared milk and cakes are propared and are eaten after
being offered to the gods and to the goddess Durga. On the next
day all tools and implements made of iron are lnid it a row and
worshipped. This is called the Khande-puja. A sheep or goat or
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a cock or hen is killed and the flesh cooked and eaten. Cakes or
ghdvans are also eaten and liquor is sometimes drunk. On the tenth
or Dasare Day Kunbis fcast on sweetmeats and offer cocoanuts to
the village gods. In large villages and towns Kunbis, Brahmans,
and other high-caste Hindus go outside the village to worship the
dpto Bauhinia racemosa and skami Prosopis spicegera, offering their
leaves to their friends and acquaintances. They return home in the
evening. The eleventh festival is on the full-moon of Ashein
or September-October which is known as the P4ndavs’ full-moon.
The Kunbis spend the day from noon till evening in their fields,
They take with them to their ficlds one to five dishes such as cakes
and sugared milk. Ou reaching their fields they gather six stones
and smear them with lime and spot them with red. Five of them
they place in a row along an untilled strip of ground and worship
them in the name of the Pdndavs. The sixth stone, which is set at
the foot of a stalk of corn opposite the five stones, represents Kunti
the mother of the Pdndavs. They break a cocoanut before the
Péndavs, offer them the dishes they have brought, and take their
meal. On their way home they pluck an car of corn and lay it on
the shrine of the family god. The twelfth festival is Divdli or the
feast of lights. This feast lasts for three days, the last two days
of Ashvin and the first day of Kdrtik or October-November. 'The
day before the feast the Kunbis buy a large carthen waterpot, smear
it with lime, set it on the hearth, and fill it with water. Several
other large waterpots are also filled with water. Next morning,
before sunrise, all the members of the family are anointed with
cocoanut oil and bathed in hot water. About nine in the morning
married woman waves a lamp round the face of all the men of the
family who stand in arow. Each man puts some money or at least a
betelnut in the lamp-plate. 'This lamp-waving is again repeated on
the first day of Kdrtik. A newly mamied son-in-law is always
invited to his wife’s house for Divali. JTe has to put 2s. (Re.1) in
the lamp-plate at the first waving and a bodice-cloth or khan at
the second.  On the first of Kartik he receives in return a waistcloth
or a headscarf. Several dishes are eaten in honour of Divdli ; the
commonest are sinnds and undds. 'The thirteenth festival is Kdrtiki
Ekddashi that is the eleventh day of the first fortnight of Kdrtil or
November. The observances are the same as on the third festival,
the Ashddhi Bkidashi. The fourteenth festival is the Tulsi-logna
or marriage of the tulsi or holy basil plant. On the evening of the
twelfth day of the first fortnight of Kdstik (November) the basil
plant is worshipped in honour of the marriage of Tulsi with
Vishuu.  Parched rice or churmurds and picces of cocoa-kernel are
distributed. With the marriage of Tulsi the Hindu marriage
season opens and from this day Kunbis begin to cat new tamarind,
new dvalds Phyllantheus emblica, and new sugarcane.

The fifteenth festival is the Makar Sankrdnt on the twelfth of
January or Pausha, the day on which the sun passes into the sign
of Capricorn and begins to move to the north. There are no
observances. But the Kunbis keep the day as a7 holiday, eating
sweetmeats and occasionally animal food. "The sixteenth festival
is the Shivardtra or Shiv’s night. This falls on the fourteenth

Chapter IIIL.
Population.

HusBANDMEN,
Kunbis.



Chapter III

Population.

HUSBANDMEN.

Kunbis.

[Bombay Gazetteer,
118 DISTRICTS.

day of the second fortnight of Mdgh or January-February. The
elders of the fawmily fast, and if there is a Shiv’s temple in the
village they pay it a visit. The seventeenth and last festival is
Shimga or Holi. The main day of the feast is on the full-moon
of Phdlgun or February-March. But small boys begin to keep
holiday from the second day of the bright fortnight. As soon
as they see the moon they begin to shout the names of the organs
of generation. They also cfy aloud and beat their mouths. In the
Bombay Karnstak this feast is believed to be held in honour of
Kam the god of love, who they say was burnt by Shiv.  Festivities
goon till the end of the bright fortnight. During the night boys
and youths sit at the village cross or chawvdta late at night singing
obscene songs and gathering firewood and cowdung cakes! They
try to steal the cakes and firewood from their neighbours’ yards,
though stealing is not always easy as people are on the look-out
and sleep in their yards. Ino the afternoon of the full-moon day
after feasting on cakes the Kunbis go into the bushlands and cut
a long pole, whichis called the holi. Next morning the stump of
last year’s pole is dug out and the new pole is fixed in its place.
A stone is worshipped at the bottom of the pole, and the head of
each Kunbi family breaks a cocoanut before it. The wood and
cowdung cakes, together with what remains of the last year’s pole,
are piled in a heap and set on fire. Then the people march through
the village in bands throwing dust and filth at each other-and
return to their homes at midday. The pole is cut in the evening
of the next full-moon dey, leaving about three feet out of the
ground.

Marétha Kunbis make pilgrimages to Yellamma’s hill in the
Parasgad sub-division of Belgaum and sometimes to Jotiba’s hill in
Kolhipur. They have a spiritual head or guru, who belongs to one
of the ten sects of (Gosavis, generally a Giri, a Puri, or a Bhérati.
Of the Konkan Kunbis some have a spiritual teacher or guru, others
have not. Those who have a spiritual teacher are called guru-mdrgis
or teacher-followers. Ifa young Kunbi, whether a man or a woman,
wishes to become the disciple of a guru, he goes to the guru either
when the mdl or garland ceremony is performed in honour of
the dead, or he goes to the teacher’s monastery on the eighth
day of the Nawvardtra. The disciple presents. the teacher with
8d. to 1s. (2-8 as.) in cash and a bottle of country liquor. The
teacher tells the disciple to respect his teacher, to speak the truth,
not to steal, not to dine if a neighbour has died and is not buried,
and not to go on eating after the lights have gone out. Kunbisask
their teachers to dine with them and make them presents or
dakshina. U a gurw has mo children a successor is adopted.
Kunbis of both classes believe in witcheraft, sorcery, and
soothsaying. The sorcerers and witches are said to belong to the
Hatkar and other classes of weavers. Of late years cases of
witcheraft and sorcery are said to be rarer than formerly, and faith
in them is said to be passing away. The soothsayers are Bréhmans,

1 The chavdta is the place where four roads meet, the chief haunt of spirits.
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Ghédis, or Guravs, and the Kunbis bave great faith in their powers
of foretelling. When a person is sick or in difficulty,the village
Bréhman or a Gurav is consulted. The Bréhman brings out his
almanac and his bag of shells. He places the almanac and the
shell-bag before him on a low wooden stool and the visitorlays three
to seven pice (§ -1 anna) on the stool and bows. The visitor then
explains his troubles and the Brahman, bowing before the almanac
and the bag, pours out the shells, which are twenty-seven in
number, and divides them into three heaps. Each of these three
heaps he divides by three, and answers i accordance with the
numbers that aro left over. Thus, if the remainder is 1, 1,
and 1, the Brdhman says that the sick person will be well in
fifteen days. If the remainders be 2, 0, and 1, he says that
the sick person will not recover. Again certain Sanskrit verses
tell that certain remsinders represent certain stars or planets.
If a sick or anxious Kunbi goes to consult a Gurav, the Gurav
takes him to the village temple, where flowers, leaves, or grain are
dipped in water and fixed on the body of the image. The Gurav
burns incense before the god, and prays him, if a certain result
which he names is to happen, to let a certain leaf or flower
which he points fall. In some places, as in Chandgad and Bailar
in Belgaum, some Guravs become possessed. When a Gurav
into whose body the god enters grows old or diseased, he goes with
his grown up sons or brothers and prays the god to cease coming
into his body and asks the god henceférth to enter the body
of some one else among those present. Then one of the number
becomes possessed, and from that time he becomes the medium
between the god and his worshippers. The days on which Guravs
generally become possessed are New Year's Day in Chaitra
or April, Dasara in October, Divilt in November, Pddava in
Kdrtik or November, and the full-moon of Mdgh or February. They
also get possessed when the village is attacked by an outbreak
of cholera or of small-pox. At such times the desdi, deshpdnde,
pdtil, kulkarni, and other village office-holders meet in the village
temple, while the village MhAir stands in front of the god, outside
of the temple, and red rice-grains and flowers are handed round.
The Gurav who is to be possessed stands in front of the god
with a cane close beside by him. Another of the Guravs burns
frankincense and lays the village sorrow or gdrhdne before the god.
‘While he is speaking the Mhér now and then ntters a longdrawn
Svdms or Lord; and the others who are present repeat Har Har,
that is Mdh4dev, and at the same time throw grains of rice and flowers
on the Gurav who is to be possessed. As soon as the matter has
been explained to the god the Gurav begins to shiver, moves to
and fro, and takes the cane in his hand twisting it and lashing
himself with it. Then he is asked a namber of questions, and the
villagers take such steps as he snggests for driving away the disease.

On the fifth day after the birth of a child a waterpot is filled
with cold water and set on a low.wooden stool in the lying-in room.
A cocoanut-is placed in the month of the pot and the pot is
worshipped in the name of the goddess Satti or Satvéi, that is Mother
Sixth. A goat is offered, and the midwife, who is a Kunbi, a
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Musalmén, or a Goa Christian, is asked to dinner. Some Kunbis
perform this ceremony on the night of the sixth instead of the
fifth. They put the knife with which the navel-cord is cut under
the mother’s bed for ten days. Neither people of the house nor
the midwife sit up all night on the Satti day, they place no writing
materials for the goddess to write the fortune of the child, and call
no Brihman. On the eleventh day the mother is bathed and
purified. On the twelfth day a dinner of sweet dishes is prepared
and friends and relations are called. In the evening the child is laid
in the cradle and given a name, the first letter of which is fixed by
the village astrologer, who consults his almanac after being told
the day and hour at which the child was born.  Thus, if the
astrologer says the name must begin with 4, the head of the family
suggests Apéna, Aképa, Andpa, Apa, Apu,or Atma, and the rest
choose whichever of these names is most pleasant or most suitable.
The hair both of boys and girls is cut on any day between the
beginning of the seventh and the end of the twelfth month. The
cut hair is thrown into a river without any ceremony being performed
over it. The barber is given one day’s food and from 1id. to 64,
(1-4 gs.) in cash. Among well-to-do Kunbis, when a boy is from
twelve to fifteen years old, his father looks for a suitable girl of
seven or eight. Among poor Kunbis boys are not married till they
are twenty or twenty-five, and girls not before twelve or foarteen or
even older, as there is no rule that a girl should be married before
she comes of age. No ceremony is held when an unmarried girl
comes of age. It is kept’secret and the monthly sickness is not
considered to bring ceremonial uncleanliness. If the boy’s father
approves of the girl he settles the amount to be paid to her father
in the presence of some respectable members of the caste. This
present, which is sometimes partly in cash and partly in %min but is
generally in cash, varies from £2 to £3 (Rs.20-30) and is called
dyéja. Thesurname and badge or devak of each of the families must
be ascertained as no marriage can take place between families who
have the same badge.

Soon after this on a day chosen as lucky by the Brdhman priest
the boy’s father and mother, with a few neighbours, go to the girl’s
house with betelnut and leaves, turmeric and red-powder, sugar, a
robe and bodice, and a silver girdle or anklets. At the girl’s house,
a party of men and women have assembled in whose presence the
girl is dressed in the robe, bodice, and ornaments. The turmeric
and ved-powder are given to all the married women present, and
sugar and betelnut are handed to all. This ceremony is called
vida-ghalane or the distribution of betel-leaves. It confirms the
marriage contract and the ceremony may take place on any subse-
quent day. The fathers of the boy and girl go together to a Brdhman
priest aud ask bhim to name the marriage day. A week before
the day preparations are begun. The boy’s father pays the
father of the girl the fixed dydjo or dowry. Two or three days
before the wedding day, in the presence of the Brahman priest, the
boy is anoiuted with oil and covered with turmeric, and Ganpati
worshipped by the boy's father. On the right side of the outer
door of the house a mango pole is set up and rubbed with turmeric
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and red-powder, frankincense is burned before it, and two betel.
leaves and one betelnut are laid on the ground in front of it. This
is called devakdcha khdmb or the guardian-pillar. An carthen jar or
kara is brought from the potter’s, for which he receives a day’s food
or sidha and fivo copper pice (14 anna). Then the priest prepares
ten strings or kankans with a piece of turmeric and a mango leaf
fustened to cach. Five married women rub the bridegroom with oil
and turmeric and bathe him. When the bridegroom has been
bathed, five or six men and one or two married women with five of
the ten strings and such of the oil and turmeric as remain over, go
with music to the bride’s house. The bride is seated on a low stool,
and in the presence of five married women has her lap filled with a
cocoanut, rice, dates, plantains, lemons, beteluuts, a comb, and a
box of red-powder. Then the bride is rubbed with oil and turmeric
and bathed. Of the five strings which have been brought from the
bridegroom’s house, oue is tied to a pestle in the bride’s house; a
second to the guardian-pillar which bas been set at the door of the
marriage-booth ; and a third is wound round & small carthen pot,
kalash or kara, which, with a hole in its side, has been spcited with
lime, and its mouth closed by a cocoanut. The two remaining
strings are kept for the wedding. The bridegroom’s party, after a
dinner of cakes and sngared milk, called the turmeric-dinner or
haladiche-jevan, return to the bridegroom’s house. Next day =
booth is set up in front of the bridegroom’s house and a dinner of
sweetmeats called the deva-jevan or god’s dinner is given. When
the diuner is over, some friends and relations dress the bridegroom
in a waistcloth, au over-waistcloth, a long coat, and a headscarf.
A marriage-crown or bdshing made of pith is fastened to his forchead
and a dagger is placed in his right hand. Of the five strings which
were received from the priest, one is tied to the earthen jar, one to
the mango post, a third to the dagger, and the two otbers are taken
to the bride’s house. Then the bridegroom, with his father and
mother and a party of male and female friends and relations, leaves
the village at an hour fixed so that they may reach the bride’s
house shortly before the wedding hour. Without waiting at the
border of the bride’s village, they at once go and sit in a temple or
other public place and send word to the bride’s father. When
everything in the bride’s house is ready, a few married women go
to where the bridegroom is sitting and take the robe and ornaments
bronght for the bride and return to her honse. When the bride is
dressed in her new robes a few men and women go with music to
escort the bridegroom and his party to the bride’s house. The bride-
groom is seated on a low wooden stool under the booth. A curtain
is held before him by two Brahman priests and the bride is brought
from within the house and made to stand beyond the curtain facing
the east. Then the bridegroom rises and stands facing the west.
The priests from boththe bride’s and bridegroom’s houses then begin
to repeat the lucky verses and grains of red rice are given to all
the guests. When the verses are over the priests shout ount, Take
care, Sdvedhdn; the curtain is dropped; and-the guests throw the red
rice grains over the heads of both the bride and bridegroom. The
hride then throws a garland of flowers round the bridegroom’s neck
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and the bridegroomthrows a garland round the bride’s neck. Of the
two sacred strings brought by the bridegroom’s father one is tied
to the right wrist of the bridegroom and the other to the right wrist of
the bride. Of the two strings that were formerly left in the bride’s
house one 18 tied to her father's right wrist and the other to her
mother’s. After this, if it is customary with the bridegroom’s family,
8 sacrificial fire or hom is kindled and worshipped. Then the skirts
of the bridegroom’s and bride’s robe are tied together and they bow
before the bride’s family gods, the bridegroom offering a new cloth
or a rupee in cash which becomes the property of the family priest.
After this, betelnut and leaves are distributed to the village gods and
to the hereditary village officers and others who attend the wedding.
Then the bride and bridegroom are seated side by side and the village
officers touch their brows with red rice, place betelnut and leaves in
their hands, and wave a copper coin (} anna) round their faces to
take away the evil eye. The coin is afterwards given to the village
Mhi4r. Then friends and relations tonch thebrows of the young couple:
with red rice, place betelnut in their hands, wave a copper coin round
their facés, and present them with rings or with two- or four anna
pieces. The bridegroom’s father gives the Bréhman priest
2s5. to 10s. (Rs. 1-5), and the bride’s family treats the company to a
dinner of sweetmeats. After the dinner is over the whole company
escort the pair to the house of the bridegroom’s father, a
ceremony which is known as the house-filling or ghar-bharani.
‘When this procession reaches the bridegroom’s house a measure of
rice filled to the brimis laid on the threshold. Before she enters
the house a lamp with five lighted wicks is put in the hands of the
bride. The bridegroom'’s sister stops the way and does not let him
pass until he promises to give his daughter in marriage to her son.
In passing through the door the bride oversets the measure of rice
with her right foot. The spilt rice js gathered into the measure, and
i the measure is as full as before, the bride is considered lucky.
After bowing before the family gods,! the bride and bridegroom are
seated together and a new name is given to the bride. When this
over the people are presented with betelnut and leaves, and rice
thrown over the heads of the newly married pair. The father of
the bride gives one or two grand dinners and sweetmeat parties.
Afterwards, generally on the fifth day, the strings are loosened from
the wrists of the bride and bridegroom and the last of the wedding
ceremonies is over. Among Maratha Kunbis child marriage, widow
marriage, and polygamy are allowed. Among Konkani Kunbis
widow marriage is not allowed. ‘There are no traces of polyandry.

‘When a married Kunbi girl comes of age no special ceremony is
observed. She is seated by herself for three days and after that is.
presented with a new robe and bodice and a small dinner is given

- to the castewomen. When she becomes pregnant for the first

1 In bowing before the family gods the worshipper genersally raises his joined
haids to the brow and bends four times till the brow is between the heels. The old
and strictly religious sometimes throw themselves full length on the ground before
theﬁ’ods ; the younger and less religious content themsclvés with raising the joined
hands to the brow. .
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time, in the fifth or seventh month, her lap is filled by an elderly
married woman of the house with rice grains, a cocoanut, lemons,
plantains, dates, a piece of kernel, betelunt, and betel-leaves, and
sheis presented with a new robe and bodice both of them green, and
a small dinner is given to friends and relatives.

Kunbis bury the dead. They prepare no place to lay out.the
dying person, and leave him to breathe his lastin any part of
the house where he may happen to be. Two or three persons go to
the burying ground and dig a grave. When the bier is ready the
dead body is washed with hot water, laid on the bier, covered with
a white sheet, tied with a string, and carried by the four nearest
relations on their shoulders. The bearers do not repeat any words
as they go to the grave. A married woman is dressed in a white
robe by married women. Her brow is marked with red-powder,
and her lap is filled with a cocoannt and bodice, and she is laid
on the bier. The women accompany the body wailing and beating
their breasts. There is no fire and no music. The bearers stop
on the way to change shonlders, but do not pick up a stone of
life or jiv-khada or make a small heap of pebbles. On reaching
the burying ground three or four copper coins are laid near the
grave and the body is lowered and boried. The Mhdr takes the
coins. No other ceremony takes place at the grave and nothing is
done at the house except that a light is kept burning for ten days.

They do mnot place food or water near the tomb or at the

house for the spirit of the dead. They make no presents to Bréh-
mans or other beggars in the name of the deceased, neither do they
give away the deceased’s clothes. They do mnot inquire to see
into what animal the spirit has gone. Neither the guru, nor a
Bréihman, nor the potter, takes any part in the burial ceremony.
On the eleventh day the family priest goes to the mourner’s
house with water. The sons of the deceased or the chief male.
mourners have their heads shaved, except the top-knot, and their
faces including the moustache, and a sacrifice is performed. The
priest then gives all the mourners water to drink and sprinkles
1t through the house. The priest is either given a cow or
four to ten shillings in cash. Soon after being purified by the
priest, on the thirteenth-day after the death, or, if they are too poor,
at any later date, most Kunbis pacify the spirit of the dead by,
hanging a garland, a ceremony which is known as the mdl ldvne or-
garland-hanging. All followers of a guru or religipus teacher must
hang the garland. These who have not become followers of a
religious teacher may hang the garland and then be. initiated by
the teacher. Two or three days before the Kunbi visits his teacher
and tells him he is going-to hang a garland. The teacher asks
him to bring ten or fifteen cocoannts, the same number of plantaing
and dates, half a pound of betelnut, fifty betel-leaves, half a pound
of cocoa-kernel, half an ounce of camphor, a few fragrant
frankincense sticks, a goat, a bottle of country liquor, and a waist-
cloth and beadscarf if the dead was a man, and a robe and bodice
if the dead was a woman. On the appointed day, after supper, at
about eight, the teacher and those who have received or intend to
receive advice at the ceremony meet in a room. A space six feet;
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long by ten feet broad is smeared with cowdung, a grass mat or
dali is spread on the space, and on the mat a folded blanket is laid
filling a space about two feet square. A new kerchief is spread on
the blanket, and on the kerchief some rice grains are strewn and on the
rice a copper waterpot full of cold water is set. 'This pot is spotted
with sandal and red-powder, and in the pot from two to five copper
coins (4 - 11 as.) and some betel leaves are put and a cocoanut is laid on
the top. Three or four sticks of any kind, about four feet six inches
long, are set up and their ends tied, aud from the knot a wreath of
flowers is hung over the pot. ‘The teacher or Gosdvi sets all the fruits
and the bottle of liquor before the pot, and worships it in the name of
the dead, and all present hold some grains of rice in their hands. The
teacher then sits at the left corner, with his face to the east, and
the goat is made to stand in front of thepot. The teacher worships
the goat with sandal powder and flowers, and whispers in his ears
that he is to be offered to the soul of the dead. On this the people
throw rice grains on the pot, place cocoanuts before it, prostrate
themselves” before it and the teacher, and sing songs. Afterwards
the goat is killed and the teacher begins to give advice to his new
followers. A dinner of mutton is prepared and liquor is served, and
the feasting goes on #ill near daybresk. There is no music and
no merriment, and even if the death happened on an unlucky day
no Kumbhér or potter is bronght to tell what is wanted before the
dead will be at rest.

The Kunbis have a fairly strong caste orgsnization. In some
places ordinary social disputes are settled by a committee of the
caste. Such serious questions as when a widow becomes pregnant
or a man eats with a caste with whom he is forbidden to eat, are
referred to the svimi or religious head of Sankeshvar. In other
places the-headmen settle social disputes. The Kunb1 beadmen,
among whom one of the chief is the Desdi of Jamboti, are hereditary.
Disobedience to a caste decision is punished by loss of caste. Of
late there has been no change in the caste authority. The {eacher or
gufu has no voice in settling social disputes. Kunbis do not send
their children to school, nor do they take to new pursuits. They are
rather a falling class.

Lama'ns, returned as numbering 976, are found over the
whole district, especislly in Parasgad, Chikodi, Bidi, and Gokék.
They say they are Rajputs and that they came from Gujardt abotit
two hundred years ago, and that their relations still hold land in
Gujardt. They are different from Vanjéris. They are divided into
Chohéns, Jhdlods, R4thods, and Parmérs, and except these clan
names have no surnames. They eat together. They observe the
Bajput rule against intermarriage of families of the sameé clan
name. The four clans intermarry, except that Réthods do not
marry with Jhélods, nor Parmérs with Chohfns. The Lamdios
are fair, tall, and strong, generally with high features Their head
hair is dark and the men wear the top-knot, moustachc, and
whiskers. Their home tongue is Gujardti. They are clean, hard-
working, honest, even-tempered, sober, and hospitable. -The women
are hardworking and well-bchaved. They till the land, but without
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rauch skill or labour. They sell firewood, which they cut in the bush-
lands, and sell at §d. to 44d. (-8 as.) a headload. They own
pack-bullocks which they use for carrying grain and sell salt which
they bring from the Konkar. While the main body of the caravan
with the women and children and loaded cattle move slowly, a band
of the able-bodied sometimes leave them, travel quickly to a distant
village, commit & robbery, and rejoin the caravan with the booty.
They also join the Korvis in stealing cattle, and are accused of
kidnapping women and children and of issuing false coin. Some of
them, who are professional robbers, disguise themselves as carriers
and waylay travellers, rob, and sometimes strangle them. They
live outside of villages in clusters of Square huts three or foar feet
high with mud walls and thatched roofs. They leave their caitlo
in the open air both by night and day. They eat fish and the flesh
of fowls and goats, drink liquor, and swoke tobacco. Their staple
food is Indian millet and vegetables. The men wear a turban, a
short coat, and a pair of breeches or a waistband, and sometimes
shoes ; and the women, a petticoat and an openbacked bodice. They
cover their arms from the wrists to the elbows with circles of ivory
or horn costing 6d. to 1s. (4-8 as.), and their ears with tin rings
costing 13d. to 8d. (1 -2 as) hung with silk knobs. They braid
their hair and allow it to hang down their backs with two or more
silk knobs at the end. A feast is held on the birth of a cbild and
the child is named by its near relations. On the fifth day the
goddess Pichvi is worshipped and a feast is given to near relations.
At marriages the boy’s father gives the,girl’s father £4 (Rs. 40) in
cash and three bullocks. If heis unable to pay this amount the
bridegroom has to serve his father-in-law for two or three years.
Their priests are Deshasth Brahmans, who unite the hands of the
boy and girl and enjoin them to be true to each other. For this
service the priest is paid 2s. 6d. (Rs.1}) and sometimes more. They
allow widow miarriage and polygamy, but not polyandry. A younger
brother marries his elder brother’s widow, but an elder brother is
not allowed te marry a younger brother’s widow. They bury their
dead and give caste dinners on the third, twelfth, and thirteenth
days after death. At these death-dinners no animal food is eaten.
They mournthirteen days. Their family goddesses are Tulja Bhavini,
Durga Bhav4ni and the god B4laji, of whom almost every family has
images. No animal food is ever eaten in feasts in honour of Baldji.
Their headman or ndik settles social disputes. Owing to the
opening of cart roads across the Sahy4dris the pack-bullock traffic
has of late years suffered severely. They are now a poverty-stricken
class. They do not send their boys to school.

Lona'ris, or Sarr-uEN, with a strength of 608, are found in
Belgaum, Chikodi, Athni, and Gokédk. They are divided into Mith
Lon4ris or salt-sellers and Chune Lonéris or cement-makers, who eat
together but do not intermarry. Their home speech is Kénarese,
but they look like Kunbis, the men wearing the topknot, moustache,
and whiskers. They live in small houses with walls of mud and
tiled roofs, They rear cows, buffaloes, bullocks, asses, and dogs.
Their staple food is Indian millet and vegetables, but they eat the
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flesh of goats, sheep, fowls, partridges,and pigs. They drink to excess
and smoke both tobacco and hemp-flower. They feast their caste-
men at the time of marriage.” They are careless and untidy in their
dress. The men wear a waistcloth, a headscarf or rumdl, a shirt,
and a shouldercloth; and the women a shortsleeved bodice and a
robe whose skirt 1s not passed back between the feet., The women
mark their brows with red-powder or kunkw and wear glass bangles
and the lucky necklace mangalsutra. Except the married woman’s
bangles and necklace neither men nor women wear ornaments.
They are hardworking, hospitable, and well-behaved. The Mith
Lonéris or salt-sellers make nitre or sor-mith and work as hus-
bandmen. The Chune Lonéris or cement-makers make and sell
charcoal, carry stones on asses, and sell firewood.  Theix women help
the men in their work. They respect Brahmang and call Karhddés
or Deshasths to conduct their births, marriages, and deaths. They
worship the ordinary Brébmanic gods and have images of Khandoba
and Yellamma in their houses. They keep the regular Hindu holidays,
the chief of which are Shimga in March, Yugdds in April, Dasara
in Octob¢r, and Divdli in November. They have no religious head
or gury, and believe in soothsaying and in lucky and unlucky days.
Their customs scarcely differ from Kunbi customs. They allow
widow marriage and bury the dead. They are bound together as a
body and settle social disputes at meetings of the men of the caste.
They are a poor class,

Mara'tha's are returned as numbering 119,300 and as found
all over the district. They have come into the district from S4tédra
and other parts of the Deccan. Several of the higher Mardtha
families claim, and probably with right, a strain of Rajput or North
Tndian blood. Among these may be noticed the Pavirs who claim
connection with the Rajput Pavéars or Parmérs, the Ghédges,
Shirkes, Jadhavs, and. Bgosles. The™ handsome appearance aund
martial bearing of many of the higher families support their claim.
They wear the sacred thread and are careful to perform the
regular Hindu observances. At the same time no line can be
drawn between them and the cultivating Mardtha Kuubis in
whom the strain of vorthern blood is probably much weaker. One
subdivision of Marithés is the Akarmédshes or eleven parts, that is
one part short, also called Shindes, a term applied to theillegitimate
offspring of the mistresses of Brahmans or Marathds, Their caste
is that of the mother, and various privileges are withheld them.
Cultivating Marithés are called Kunbis or Kulvddis. The Mar4this
have no objection to dine with them, but they do not as a rule
intermarry. Thereisno objection to the son of a Mardtha marrying
a Kunbi’s daughter, and cccasionally the daughters of poor Mardthds
are given in marriage to a rich Kunbi. Shindes try to get Mardtha
girls as wives for their sons, and when they are well-to-do succeed.
The son then calls himself a Maritha, and if he is a rich man he
passes as a Mardtha without difficulty. A Maratha of good family
so far admits the Kunbi’s claims to equality that he considers him
higher than the Shindes. The Mar4this are hardworking, strong
hardy, and hospitable, but hot-tempered. As soldiers they are
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brave and loyal. The men wear the top-knot, the moustache, and
whiskers. Their home speech is Mar4thi, but they know K4narese
and Hindustdni and a few of them English. They are landholders,
husbandmen, pleaders, traders, labourers, soldiers, writers,
messengers, and servants, The houses of the well-to-do are large
and roomy, while those of the poor are little better than huts.
The house of awell-to-do Marétha has four or five rooms, one for
cooking, another for storing grain, d#nd the rest for bed-rooms.
They have front verandas, which serve as reception and sitting
rooms, and the wings as cattle sheds. The Maratha’s staple food
is millet bread, rice, and a liquid preparation of split pulse or dal,
They use milk in large quantity and occasionally eat fish and flesh,
and drink liquor.

Some of the men dress like Brahmans and the gentry or jahdghir-
ddrs and families of rank or sarddrs wear trousers, a tight-fitting
coat, and a three-cornered turban worn tilted up over the mght ear of
twisted cloth about a foot broad and a hundred feet long with ends

of gold. Poor Marithds wear a rumdl or headscarf, a blanket to

cover the shoulders, and a waistcloth wrapped round the middle.
A rich Mar4tha woman dresses like a Brdhman woman in a long robe
with the end drawn back between the feet and a bodice with short
sleeves and a back. They generally wear a number of ornaments.
The poor dress like the rich, but in coarse fabrics and with orna-
ments of silver, brass, or zine. On the fifth day after the birth of a
~ child, five little girls are feasted in honour of the goddess Satvéi. On
‘the thirteenth day they lay the child in a éradle &nd name it. On the
day before a marriage the boy and girl are rubbed with turmeric at
their own houses. A feast is held and the gondhal ceremony is per-
formed. In the third and the seventh month of her first pregnancy
a woman is presented with a bodice and robe. Lines with red-powder
or kunku are drawn on her feet, turmeric is rubbed on her body, and
a feast is given to relations and friends. In the evening the woman
is richly dressed and ornamented, and with her husband is seated
in the midst of a crowd of relations and friends. Two married
women rub with red-powder the brows of the husband and wife
and wave lighted lamps before their faces, while the women guests
sing songs. The wife repeats her husband’s name in a verse,
adorns him with flowers, and rubs his body with scented powder
and oil, daubs his brow with sandal, offers him a packet of betelnut.
and leaves, and agsin repeating his name in a couplet bows before
him. The husband then adorns his wife with flowers, rubs her
brow with red-powder, and repeats her name in a couplet. A
couvple of married women then wave lights in front of the faces
of the husband and wife and the guests retire, but not till each of
the women repeats her husband’s name in a couplet. They bury
infants, and all except the very poor barn persons of mature
age. The chief mourner shaves his head except the top-knot and his
face except the eyebrows, and tying a piece of gold with the hair
burns it on the faneral pyre. They mourn ten days, and on the
twelfth and, thirteenth perform ceremonies in honour of the dead,
when the castefellows are feasted and uncooked rice or shidha is
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given to Brihmans. The higher Mardthds do not allow their
widows to marry, but the poor do. The Maréthds are religious
and believe in the usual Hindu gods and in their ‘sacred writings.
Their chief gods are Vishnn and Shiv. Most of them have ro
house deities, but a few keep images of Khandoba and Amba
Bhavéni. They show great respect to Bréhmans, and employ
them as their priests. They keep all Hindu fdsts and feasts, and
some of them wear the sacred thread or jdnva. They fast on
Rémnavami in April, the Mondays of Shrdvan in August, and on the
Ekédashis of Ashddh and Kdrtik, Jnly and November. On the new-
moon of Bhddrapad or September, during the Pola festival, ballocks
are decorated with flower garlands and wreaths and painted red,

“especially the borns, and paraded round the town or village with

great show and merriment. The right to have the leading bullock
in the procession is keenly prized and is generally enjoyed by the
beadman of the village. ~When the procession returns to the
village cross or chduvdi, the village priest applies red-powder to
their brows and is presented with money. In the evening every
family gives as rich a feast as they can afford. They have a caste
commuiity and settle social disputes in accordance with the opinion
of the majority of the castemen. They send their boys to school and
take to new pursuits. Except husbandmen and labourers, who have
to borrow to meet special expenses, they arein easy circumstances.

Mith-ga'vda’s, or Sav1-MEN, with a strength of twenty-four, are
found in Chikedi only. They seem to be of Mardtha origin. They
came mnto the district from Vengurla and Shirvada, but when and
why is not known. They have no subdivisions. Their surnames are
Cholén, JAdhav, and Shinde; families bearing the same surnames
cannot intermarry. They look like Kunbis and speak Mar4thi in their
homes. They live in small houses with walls of mnd and tiled
roofs. They rear cows, buffaloes, aud bullocks. They are temperate
in eating and drinking, and their every-day food is judri or ndchni
and rice. They are not good cooks and eat fish, crabs, and the
flesh of sheep, goats, and fowls. They drink both country and
foreign lignor and smoke tobacco. They give feasts o their
castcmen during marriages and on the anniversaries of deceased
ancestors. The men wear a waistcloth, a headscarf or rumdl, a
shirt, and a shouldercloth. The women wear a shortsleeved
bodice and a robe whose skirt they draw back between the feet. The
men’s ornaments are, the earrings called bhikbdli and the bracelet
kada ; the women wear the earrings called bugdis, bdls, and kdps, the
nose-ring called nath, the necklaces called mangalsutras, saris, and
putlis, the armlets called vdkis or cholbandis, and the bracclets called
pdtlis, vales, and kanganis. Neither men nor women are neat or clean
in their dress and they have no special liking for gay colours. They
are hardworking and sober, but hot-tempered. - Some of them are
landholders and some peasant-holders, but none of them are skilful
husbandmen. Their women help them in their work, and also by
selling milk, butter, and enrds. They are poor, meny of them in debt.
They have little or no credit and have to pay twenty-four per cent
of intevest. They worship the ordinary Brdhmanic gods and show
special reverence to Mahddev. Their house godis Ravalndth. They
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respect and call Karh4das to conduct their birth, merrings, puberty,
and death ceremonies. They keep the regular Hindu holidays.
They fast on the Asidki Eiddaxhi in July and on the Kdrtiks
Ekidashi in November, and undertake no pilgrimages. They
believe in' sorcery and in lucky and nnlacky days, and consult
ordinary Brghmans at the time of birth, marringe, puberty, and
death. ~Their customs do not differ from those of Marithds. They
allow widow marringe and bury their dead. They are bound together
asa body and their social disputes are settled at meetings of the
men of the caste. They do not send their boys to school or take to
new pursuits. They are a poor class and in debt.

. Radis, with a strength of 6290, aré found over the whole district
except Khandpur and Belgaum, and are most numerons in Gokik.
They are divided into Matmat Radis and Pakpak Radis, who eat
together but donot intermarry. They are strong and dark, the men
wearing the topknot and moustache. They are bardworking, honest,
thrifty, aud miserly. T'hey are husbandmen, graindealers,and motey-
lenders, and enter Goverament service as messengers. They rear
cows, buffaloes, horses, and other domestic animals, Their houses are
like those of ordinary Hindus, one or two storeys high. They do not
eat fish or flesh or drink liquor. Their staple food is rice, Indian
millet bread, and vegetables. Their holiday fare is sweetmeats
and other rich dishes. The only peculiarity in their way of eating.
is that the Pakpaks set a low wooden stool under the plate from
. which they eat. They do not differ in tbeir customs from Kunbis,
and allow widow marriage. They bury 4he unmarried and burn the
married dead. In religion the Matmats are Vaishnavs and rub
their brows with sundal and red-powder. The Pakpaks are Shaivs,

rab their brows with ashes, and wear the ling. The Matmats’ priests

are ordinary Bréhmans and the Pakpaks’ are Jangams or Lingdyat
priests. Both divisions observe the ordinary Hinda holidays. They
call ‘their headmen katimaniyavars and leave all disputes to their
dlecisiOn. A few send their boys to school. They are a well-to-do
class.

Rajputs aro returned as numbering 2697. They are ‘scattered

- all over the district but are chiefly fonnd in large villages especially
in Parasgad and Chikodi. - They state that they have been long
settled in the district and 1heir forefathers kept Mardtha and other
lowcaste women. The offspring of these mixed marriages, who
are scattered all over the district, call themselves Rajputs and keep
gome of the customs of their fathers. A few have kept relations
with Rajputana. Among them are representatives of several tribes,
Abirs, Bahiriyss, Béris, Gardiy4s, Korachmalds or Koris, Kob4rs,
Lads, Louiyas, Murdis, aud Pasis. Families belonging to these
différent tribes neither eat together nor intermarry. Some of the
families of purer desceut belong to the Chandrdgan, Gargs, Kdshap,
Raghuvanshi, and Bisen gotras or family stocks. Families belonging
to tho same gutra cannot interinarry. Besides the division into
tribes who neither eat together nor intermarry, and into family stocks
or gotras, the Rajputs are distinguished by sarnames, the traces of

old tribal ‘or clan distinctions which so far correspond to family .
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stocks or gotras that families roust marry into farcilies with other
surnames, The chief of these surnames are Povar, Chandel, Réna,
Bhid4riya, Maidpuri, Chohén, Dhérdnagari, Kashvai, Solanki, Hida,
and Rathod. They are larger and more strongly made than other
Belgaum Hindus, but with a coarser skin and less intelligence than
Brahmans. Some men shave the head except the top-knot ; others
let the whole head hair grow. All wear the moustache. Some
wear whiskers and no beard, and others wear both beard and
whiskers ; and some grow a tuft of hair over each ear. Women
wear the hair tied in a knot on the back of the head but donot
deck it with flowers. Their home tongue is Hindusténi ; most of
them live in clean and neat houses two storeys high with walls of
brick or mud and tiled roofs. They eat Indian millet or jvdri bread,
rice, pulse, and vegetables. Their pet dishes are sugared milk or
bdsundi and wheat cakes or puris. They give caste feasts during
marriages and holidays. They eat fish, crabs, fowls, and the flesh
of sheep, goats, and game on holidays and whenever they can
afford it. Most Rajputs drink no liquor. A few take a little on
holidays and other great days and others daily, but not to excess.
Their dress does not differ from the Kunbi dress. Both men and
women are neat and clean in their dress. Some of the women
wear large gold noserings or naths about a foot round. To ease
the nostril of its weight the ring is chained to the hair over the left
ear. Other women wear a nosering only a little larger than that
nsed hy Kunbi women. Married women wear the nosering,! ear-
rings,? the lucky necklace mangulsutra, and other neck ornaments.
They wear gold, silver, and glass wristlets, silver anklets or painjons,
and a silver ring on each toe. Widows are not allowed to wear the
lucky neck-thread or mangalsutra or glass hangles. The men hang
a gold coin or mohor round their neck and wear a necklace of the
rudrdksha beads sacred to Shiv. They wear a gold armlet or pochi,
and gold wristlets or kadis. They are fond of gay colonrs. Except
that it is costlier, their holiday dress does not differ from their every-
day dress. They are clean, neat, sober, thrifty, and hardworking,
but not very agreeable or hospitable. They are landholders, over-
holders, peasant-holders, and nnder-holders. Some are only field-
labourers.  Some, but not all, are skilful husbandmen growing
gardenand other rich crops. The women and grown up children of
the poorer families help the men in the fields ; but well-to-do women
do not appear in public or work in the fields or on the roads. Very
few of them are traders or craftsmen. Some of them make and sell
sweetmeats and others are cattle-keepers and milk-sellers. A few
are in Government service as watchmen, constables, revenue
messengers, clerks, and soldiers. A few are moneylenders. Among
them a boy begins to earn his living at about fifteen. Most of them
are in good condition. Some are in debt due to marriage and other
special expenses. They have credit and can borrow at about eight

! There are two ways of wearing the nosering. Some wear it in one of the nostrils,
others bore the centre cartilage of the nose and the ring hangs on the npper lip.

2 ’Il‘hey bore about ten holes in each ear in which they wear gold rings set with
pearls.
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or nine per cent s year. They are Shaivs by religion, worshipping

all Hindu gods but chiefly Mahddev, They have copper, brass, -

silver, and gold images of Mah4adev, Vishnu, Ganpati, Maruti, and
Devi in their houses. They show much respect to their priests who
are the ordinary village Bréhmans. They require the help of a
Brahman at naming, threadgirding, marriage, and death. They
keep the regular Hindu holidays, and make pilgrimages to Gokarn,
Rémeshvar, Benares, Dwérka, Mathura, Allahabad, and Triveni.
Their spiritual guide is Shankaréchérys of Sankeshvar. ~They
believe in sorcery, witcheraft, and soothsaying, and consult wizards
and astrologerswhen sickness or misfortune overtakes them. Rajputs
claim to keep all the sixteen cerenionies or sanskdrs but some
perform only pdchvi or the ceremony on the fifth day after birth,
naming, marriage, puberty, and death. They wear the thread only
at marriage time. Child marriage and polygamy are allowed, but
widow marriage is forbidden and polyandry 1s unknown. They are
bound ‘together as a body and their social disputes are settled by
the majority of the adalt male members. Sowme send their children
to schcol, but girls are removed as soon as they are married or
reach the age of twelve. They are ready to take to new pursuits
and on the whole are a steady and prosperous class. '
Tila'ris, or At Banascers, with a strength of 5570, are found
only in Belgaum and Chikodi. They have no subdivisions. Their
commonest surnames are Ningmudri and Sankpal. The names in
common use among men are Bassapa and Malldpa, and among women
Lingava and Yellava. Their home specch is Kénarese. They look

like Lingéyats. The men wear the top-knot and moustache, and the

women bie their hair in a knot behind the head but do not deck it
with flowers or mix it with false hair. They live in small houses
with walls of mud and tiled roofs, and keep cows, bullocks, and
buffaloes. Their staple food is Indian millet, pulse, and vegetables.
They are not good cooks and almost their only feasts are on
marriage occasions. They eat meither fish nor flesh and drink no
liquor. The men wear a waistcloth, a headscarf or rumdl, a shirt,
and a shouldercloth ; and the women, a shortsleeved bodice and the
robe without passing the end back between the feet. The men’s
ornaments are the earrings called bdlis, the armlets called kadds, and
the waistchain called kadadora ; the women’s ornaments are the
earrings called bugdis and bdlis, the nosering called moti, the
necklaces called saris, tikds, and mangalsutras, and the bracelets
called pdtlis, cholbundis, kangamis, and glass bangles. Both men
and women wear a ling in an oblong silver box hung round the
neck or tied round the right arm near the shoulder, or, amnong the
poor, tied in the turban. The sect-mark which is worn both by
men and women is a level streak of white ashes. They are
neat, clean, hardworking, honest, and sober, bot not orderly.

- They are husbandmen and 1ilk-sellers and their women and

children help them in weeding and sowing. Their family priest is
a Jangam and they do not respect Brahmans or call them to their
veremonies. They keep the regular Hindu holidays and fast on

Shivardtra in February. They have the greatest respect for Shiv.

and their house god is Malaya. They do not go on pilgrimage

Chapter 1II
Population.

HuSBANDMER.
Rajputs.

Tildris,



Chapter III.
Population.

HusBART-MEN.

Tilaris.

CRAFTSMEN,

Badgis.

[Bombay Gazetteor
132 DISTRICTS.

and have no teacher or guru. They believe in lucky and unlucky
days, numbers, sights, and events, for which they consult the
Jangams. Of the sixteen sacraments or sunskdrs they keep five,
birth, marriage, puberty, pregnancy, and death. They name the
child on the thirteenth day and feast Jangams and castefellows.
Before marriage they rub the boy and the girl with turmeric and
oil and the Jangams condnct the marriage ceremony by throwing
rice grains over the couple’s liead and repeating verses. After being
handed betelnuts and leaves the guests retire. On the following
day they feast Jangams and castemen and the marriage is over.
They allow widow marriage and bury the dead. Befure the body is
taken out of the house a diuner of buns and boiled milk is given
and alms are distributed among the Jangams. The body is seated
on a wooden frame covered with flower garlands, and with music is
carried to the burisl gronnd. The ouly sign of monrning is thar for
three days the relations of the dead are considered impure. They
are bound together as a body and their social disputes are settled at
mass meetings of the adult male mewmbers of the caste. They do
not send their boys to school and take to no new pursnits. They are
a steady class,

Craftsmen include sixteen classes with a strength of 60,050
or 7'58 per cent of the Hindu population, The details are
BELGAUM CRAFTSMEN,

Cuass, Mules. Femalesl Total. , Crass. Males. |[Females| Total
Badgis .| 2007 1990 40%7 || Otaris 82 45 7
Ghinigerus ...| 2810 2908 5718 1 inchéls -4 5082 4828 9920
Ghisadis 87 40 17 Patvegirs ... 270 293 563
Hatkirs and }1804 1343 3547 | Salls ..] 6540 6227 | 12,767

Jidars ... ' { Shimpis w1908 1861 | 3769
Jingars -y 274 260 544 |: Sondrs . 2079 19:2 dusl
Kfsirs w100 103 212 || Uppars f 4278) 4273 | 8s53
Kumbhérs .| 202z 1979 4U01
Lobérs .| 1166 18 2194 Total ...| 30,518 | 29,332 | 60,060

Badgis, or CarrEnTERs, are returned as numbering 4087 and as
fonnd in large villages all over the district. They say that they are the
descendauts of one of the five sons of Vishvakarma, the world-builder.
They are divided into Panchals or Karpataks, Marathas, and
Konkanis. The last two eat food cooked by Panchals, but Panchsls
do not eat food cooked either by Marathas or by Konkanis. None
of the classes marry with the others. TI'he Marithds and Konkanis
are believed to have come from Ratnigiri, Savantvddi, and Goa,
and the Panchils from the Karndtak. They are of middle height,
fuir, regular-featured, and rather slightly made. The men shave
the head and face except the topknot and moustache. The Panchsly’
mother-tongue is Kénarese, and the Mar4thds and Konkanis
speak ' Mardthi. They live in houses with walls of mud and tiled
roofs. The men wear s headscarf or rumdl, a waistcloth, a
shonldercloth, and a coat or waistcoat. Their women dress like
Kuonbi women, and do not draw back the end of the robe. ‘They
are hardworking, hospitable, and intelligent, but extravagant and
not honest. They earn their living as carpenters, blackSmiths, and
cultivators. Except a few in Belgaum and one in Kittur in Sampgaon.
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they are not trained to handle European tools. The following are
the names and prices of their chief tools : the adze or bdchi, costing
8s. to 4s. (Rs.14-2) ; the chisel or uli, costing 9. to 1s. (6-8 as.);
the saw or karangus, costing ls. tc 14s. (8 as.-Rs.7); the plane or
uchgurmila, cosiing 2s. to 3s. (Rs.1-14); the borer or hidsdl,
costing ls (8 as.); and the file, costing 43d. to 3x. (3 as.- Rs. 14).
They make tables, chairs, boxes, and cupboards, and earn 414,
to 1s. (8-8 as.) a day. Youths do aot begin to work regularly
till they are between sixteen and eighteen. They buy wood from
timber merchants who brieg it from Savantvddi and Kénara.
-They buy iron from local Mérwéar Vanis. Very few of them have
capital and they do not keep ready-inade articles in store. There
is nothing particular either in their houses or dress. The staple
food of the Badgis is millet and rice, but except the Panchils, they
eat flesh and drink hquor. They work from morning to lamplight.
A Badgi never dines uwtil he has bathed, said bis prayers, and
worshipped his house gods. Their women mwind the house and do
vot help the men in theiwr work. Panchéls perform the thread
ceremony of their boys before they are ten years old, the ceremony
costing £1 10s. to £3 (Rs.15-30). Girls are married before they
come of age and the marringe expenses vary from £3 to £20
(Rs. 30-200). Widow marriage is allowed, but women who marry
again are not held in much respect. If the husband agrees the wife
isallowed a divorce and is at hiberty to form a second marriage. The
Badgis including the Panchils either burn or bury the dead ; those
who can afford it burn. They keep 21l Hindu fasts and feasts.
The men rub their brows with sandal-powder, and the women,
excepting widows, with vermilion. Their chief gods and goddesses
are Kdlamba, Lakshmi, Khandoba, and Jotiba. Their fanily gods
are Ravalnith, Malhédr, and Yellamma, The Panchils hiave their own
caste priests, who eat and intermarry with them. The Marathis and
Konkanis employ- the ordinary Deccan and Konkan Brihmaus.
The Panchidl Badgis worship the goddess Lakshihi! Her image,
which is always of wood, is kept in a carpenter’s house. The goddess
has few special shrines. The local Brdhmanic story of the origin
of the worship of Lakshmi is that she was the daughter of a
Bréhman who married a Mbir. The Mhir was a sweeper and
every morning swept the Brahman’s house, and, while sweeping,
overheard the Brédhman teach his children the Veds and learnt them
by heart. He then moved to a neighbouring village and there
lived as a Brahman, After some time le went to the honse of the
Bréhman he used to serve, and having repeated the Veds,
demanded his danghter in marriage. They were: marvied, had
children, and for some years lived in her father’s house. They then
left the Brahmans and went to live with the husband’s parents. On
finding out to what caste he belonged, she cansed her husband «and
children to be murdered. The Bréhmans would not receive her
back and she went to the house of a Badgi who welcomed and
worshipped her. Since then the carpenters coutinue to worship

11n almost all villages which have towers the guardian of the tower is Lakshmi
nd the ministrant of Lakshmi’s shrine is the Badgi or villaca earnentar
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the image of Lakshmi. Ata yearly fair in honour of the goddess
8 buffalo and several sheep are offered. This is part of the early
Kénarese village goddess worship, and the Brdhmans seem to
have invented the Mh4r-Brahman husband story fo reconcile these
blood offerings to the worship of Lakshmi and to explain their
taking part in the rite. The buffalo which is sacrificed is the
Mhér and the sheep the Mbdr-Brahman children. The day on
which the yearly fair is held is fired by the Badgis. A week
before the day of the fair the image of lakshmi is set in a
consecrated place and” daily worshipped. On the morning of the
chief day the image is set in a large car and dragged through the
main strect of the village. When it is bronght back & he-bufialo
and a sheep are made to stand in front of the goddess and the
village headman or pdtil touches their necks with a drawn sword,
and the village Mhar cuts off their heads. So wuch excitement and
expense attend these yearly fairs that kuri kon bidon, the killing
of the sheep and buffalo, is a proverbial phrase for any great effort.
When the buffaloe’s head is cut off the village Mhér raises it on
his own kead, and followed by a crowd walks round the village, the
people strewing rice dipped in buffaloe’s blood to pacify evil spirits
and keep them friendly. Under former rulers it was the custom
for the head-carrying Mhér to be followed by a band of men of his
caste with drawn swords. If he fell with the head, it was considered
most ill-omened and he was cut to pieces by the swordsmen.

- Besides presents of clothes the carrier of the head is paid 8s. (Rs. 4)

in cash. On the fifth day after the birth of a child Badgis worship
the goddess Satv4iand name the child on the twelfth. Boys have
their hair cut at six months old, and girls are warried before they
come of age. They allow widow marriage and polygamy, bub
polyandry is unknown. The Panch4ls have a headman or guru of
their own caste, who settles ordinary disputes. Serious breaches
of caste rules are referred to the Shankardchirya. The Marithds
and Konkanis have no headmen and settle disputes at a meeting of
the men of the caste. They are a well-to-do class. Some have
good employment as Public Works carpenters and foremen ; others
earn about 1s. (8 as.) a day. Few send their boys to school or take
to new pursuits. ]

Gha'nigerus, or Mirzworkess (ghdna amill and geru a workman),
that is Oilmen, arc returned as numbering 5718 and as found over
the whole district. They say that the founder of their class was a
certain Ghénad Kanyapaya, a plous but poor Lingéyat who is said
to have been a devoted worshipper of Revansiddheshvar, an
incarnation of Shiv. His chief worship consisted in lighting a lamp
called dipdrddhan in Shiv’s temple every evening and in this duty
he never failed. He pressed only so much oil as sufficed to light
the lamp and maintain himself and his family. To try his faith
Shiv took from him his mill and everything in his house, and left
him destitute. Kanyapaya, finding hmmself bereft of everything,
went to the temple and standing in front of the god set his long
hair on fire and lighted the temple. Shiv was so pleased with his
devotion that he carried Kanyapaya to heaven. The Ghanigerus
are divided into Sajan, or pure ; Kare, or black; Bile, or white;
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Vantiyat, or men with one bullock ; Pasti, of unknown meaning ;
Puncham, belonging to the five crafts; Kemp, or red; and
Vaishnav, or followers of Vishnu. Most of these names are Ké4narese.
All except the Vaishnavs eat together, but nove of the classes
intermerry. The men are dark and strong and the women are fair,
Both men and women wear a ling and rub their brows with ashes.
Some of the Vantiyat or- one-bullock-men wear both the ling and
the sacred thread or jénva. Their home tongue is Kénarese. They
are dirty, but sober, thrifty, even-tempered, and hospitable.
Almost all are oil-pressers and the rest husbandmen. They trade
and extract oil from linseed, grounduuts, and sesamum. Two or
three kinds of seeds are generally mixéd in equal quantities. Their
mill consists of a solid stone cylinder with a mortar-like hollow in
which the seed is ground by a heavy block of wood called diki
which turns round in the hollow and to which bullocks or buffaloes
are yoked. They buy the raw seed from husbandmen either
directly or through brokers and sell the oil to wholesale or retail
dealers. Their women help and their boys after the age of twelve.
Their work is constant, but they do not make more than 1s. (8 as.)
aday. About half of them bave capital; the rest are labourers,
most .of whom are in debt. Besides pressing oil the women make
cowdung cekes which are useful for fuel and for burning the dead.
The Ghénigerus of Belganm, besides pressing cil, keep bullock carts
and let them for hire, and this greatly adds to their income. In
Belgaum their houses are generally larger than those of other
Hindus, being two storeys high and with tiled roofs. Inside, near
the front door, their mill stands on ground two or three feet lower
than the rest of the house. Except the Vaishnavs all eat fish and
flesh and drink liguor. They dress like Lingdyats. They pame
children on the twelfth day after birth, and their other ceremories
such as hair-cutting, marriage, pregnancy, and death closely resemble
those of the Lingsayats. The followers of Shiv bury, and the rest burn
their dead. The clothes of the dead are brought home, worshipped on
the seventh day, and given to Jangams or Lingdyat priests. They
do not observe mourning. Except the Sajans and Pastis they allow
widow marriage. They give a feast to the jangams and castemen,
visit Lingéyat temples, and pay money to the Jangams. They are
either followers of Shiv or Vishnu. They consider it a sin to close
the eyes of their bullocks while they are yoked to the mill. They
have also a belief that it is sinful to work with a pair of bullocks
and hence the class of Vantiyats or one-bullock-men (vanii one
and yatty ox) has arisen. The Ghénigerus have a headman who
settles disputes with the help of the men of the caste. Breaches
of caste rules are punishable by excommunication, but a feast or
diksha to castefellows restores the offender to his place. Few send
their boys to school. The Ghinigerus are in easy circumstances,
but are soon likely to suffer from the competition of kerosine oil.

Ghisa’dis,or WaxDpERING BLACKSMITES, are returned a8 numbering
seventy-seven, and as found over the whole district. They are also
called Bailne Komb4rs or outside-ironsmiths, because they work in
open places outside of the village. They are said to have come from
Gujarédt about a hundred or a hundred and twenty-five years ago.
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They have no subdivisions, and among their surnames are Chohén, ’
Povér, Solanke, and Suryavanshi. They are healthy and well-made,
and the colour of their skin is sallow. Their home tongue is Gujardti.
Being & wandering tribe they have no built houses, but remain
wherever they are overtaken by the rains outside the village under
rag-roofed booths or pdls which they carry from place to place on the
backs of donkeys. 'The men wear a cloth round the waist and
another round the body, and a turban; and the women dress like
Kunbis. They eat fish and flesh and drink liquor. They are hard.
working, gnarrelsowe, intemperate, and extravagant. ‘Though they
do not tuke part in gang robberies they are at times'connected with
them snpplying the robbers with spearheads and other weapons.
On such occastons they are staunch in refusing to tell who were
their employers. They make iron spoons, sickles, reaping hooks, and -
other field tools. Their worsen and children help by blowing the
bellows. Their chief gods are Kélamma, Khandoba, and Ambabsi ;
and their priests are Deshasth, Konknasth, and Karhdda Bréhmans,
On the fifth day after the birth of a child they worship the goddess
Pichvi, offer her a sheep, and feast their castefellows. On the
ninth day they lay the child in the cradle, name it, and distribute
cooked gram and wheat to female relations and. friends. They
marry their children at any age. A day before the marriage the
parents of the boy .and girl worship the goddess Bhavéni and
perform the gondhal dance. They practise polygamy and allow
widow marriage. They bnry the unwarried and burn the married
dead. On the eleventh day after a death the chief mourner has his
moustache, whiskers, and beard shaved. Their tribe has mno
recognized head, each gang choosing the most intelligent and
enterprising to settle its disputes. They do not seud their boys to
school or make any effort toimprove their positivn.  They save a
little to meet marriage and other special expenses, but much of
what they save goes in driok. Their condition is middling.

Hatkars, or HanpLoou WrAvERs, are returned as numbering 8547
and as found over the whole district- except in Khéndpur and
Belgaum. , At one time all were Lingéyats. Several hundred years
ago a certain Devingad Ayya persuaded some of them to wear the
sacred thread iustead of the ling and to rub their brow with sandal
instead of cowdung ashes. The obstinacy with which they have
stuck to their new religion, from /at obstinacy, is geuerally believed
to be the origin of the name Hatkar. But this seems improbable as
Hatkar-Dhangar is the name of many classes of shepherds to whom
the epithet obstinate seems to be in no way epplicable. Some of
them in time lost faith in Devéngad Ayya and went back to
Lingéyatism. There are now. two division:, the Kuldchéris or
followers of Devéngad Ayya, who wear the sacred thread ; and the
Shivéchéris who are Lingayats and wear the ling. The Kul4chsris
observe the rules of the Brihman religion, bathing daily,
wearing freshly -washed or silk waistcloths at worship and dinner;
offering food to the gods “before they eat it, laying out pieces of
food at diuner time to pleasg spirits, making a circle of water round
the dining plate, and rubbing the brow with sandal and red-powder.
The Shivichiris assert that Shiv is the supreme being, and
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observe the Lingdyat rites. ~The two divisions neither eat together
nor intermarry. They are generally fair, like goldsmiths or
coppersmiths, = Their home tongue is Kénarese. Most of their
houses aré one-storeyed with mud or brick walls and tiled roofs.
They keep them nest and clean and have no servants. Some own,
a cow or a she-bufialo. The men wear a headscarf, a coat, and
waistcloth. Flesh and liquor-are forbidden, and only a few of the
men smoke. They are hardworking and honest, but hot-tempered.
They consider begging a great disgrace and work hard for their
bread. They are clean and neat and hospitable to their caste-
fellows. Their chief calling is weaving. The clothes they weave
"are robes, sidis and lugdis, worth 4s. to £2 10s. (Rs. 2-25) ;
cotton waistcloth dhotars, worth 2s. to £1 4s. (Rs.1-12); and silk
waistcloths snugtds, worth 8s. to £8 (Rs.4-380). Some of them
are moneylenders. Boys begin to learn weaving at twelve and are
skilful workers by twenty. They sell their goods, sometimes
wholesale to big cloth merchants, sometimes retail to consumers.

Their daily earnings ,average 73d. to 9d. (5-6 as). They -

sometimes work to order, but they seldom sink to a position of
dependence on men of capital. Their craft is hereditary. Some
have capital and others buy their materials on credit. Among the
Kuléchéris or Bréhmanic Hatkars on the fifth day after a male
child is born a party of elderly married women meet and gird the
child®’s waist with a ocotton string called %adadora. Each of the
women is presented with a little turmerie, which they rub on
their own cheeks, at the same time marking their brows with red-
Eowder. In the evening sweet cakes and sngared milk are
anded round. Among the Shivichéris on the fifth day after
birth the child’s father, or in his absence the head of the family,
hangs a ling round the child’s neck, and keeps it in some safe

place till the child is able to bear its weight. A party of

children not fower than five are fod in honour of the ceremony.
Both divisions name the child either on the swelfth or on the
thirteenth day after birth. Before a yarriage the boy’s father has
to pay the girtl’s father £2 10s. to £5 (Rs.25-50) if she is under

eight; £5 to £7 (Rs.50.70) if sbe is between eight and ben; -

but sometimes as much as £10 (Rs.100) when she is over ten and
nearly able to work at the loom. A father may a.free to accept
less than the full amount, or he may return part of it as dowry.
The fathers of widows of mature age and who are able to weave are
sometimes paid more for a widowed than for an unmarried daughter.
Two or ‘three days bofore the marriage day a formal betrothal, or
bistdgikirya, takes place in the presence of the Shetis, Mahdjans,
‘Deshmukhs, and other leading men of the town, and the boy’s
father presents the girl with a necklace and robe. They allow
- widow marriaga and mark the event by a caste dinmer. They
practise polygnmy. The Kuldchdris burn their dead. The chief
mourner shaves his moustache and mourns eleven days. They
remove the ashes on the third day and throw them into a river or

“ronning brook. They feed their pricsts and relations both ou the -

twelfth and on the thirteenth days. The priests who perform their

funeral ceremonies are Devangadéyds orfollowers of the priest wha
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indnced the Kuldchéris to give up being Lingayats. They say that
the seat of their head is at Hampi in Belldri and that he bas
representatives in several important towns, The Shivichéris or
Lingdyat Hatkers bury their dead and do not mourn. The
Kulachéris respect their priests and the Shivdcharis worship theirs.
Among the Kulichdris the wen wear the sacred tbread and mark
their brows with sandal, while the women rub theirs with red-
powder ; the Shivichéris, both men and women, wear the ling and
mark their brows with cowdung ashes. Neithor of them employ
Brabman priests at their marriages, except that they ask a Brédhman
to fix the lucky moment. Their headmen are their teachers or gurus,
who live in monasteries. The condition of Hatkars is generally
good, but those who depend solely on their looms are liable to suffer
in times of drought. During the 1876 and 1877 famine their
sufferings were very severe. There was no demand for clothes and
grain was ruinously dear. They have not yet regained their former
state of comparative comfort. They send their boys to school,
but only till they learn to read and write a little and cast accounts.
They are a steady and well-to-do class.

Ja'dars are found over the whole district, especially in Gokdk
where they are numerous. They are divided into Patsflis,
Samedvérs, Kurinvirs, and Helkars, who do not’ intermarry or eat
together except in their monasteries or maths, and when their
svémis are present. The Nilkatbalkis, who are a subdivision of
the Kurinvars, have the peculiar custom of the ling and bhasm
or sacred ash tied to and rubbed on the calf of the right leg.
The Kurinvars do not eat with the Nilkatbalkis and never give
them their daughters in marriage, but they sometimes take their
girls 1 marriage after they have performed some purifying
ceremonies. The men wear the moustache but not the top-knot,
and apply cowdung ashes to their brows. Their home tongue is
Kiénarese. Theyare clean, hardworking, bonest, sober, thrifty, even-
tempered, and hospitable. The women help the men in their work.
They are weavers, weaving excellent robes and waistcloths both of
eotton and silk ; they also trade in cloth. Some of them rear cows,
buffaloes, and horsey. Their houses are generally roomy and well
suited for their looms. Their dress, like that of other Lingéyats, is
simple and plain. Their jewelry is the same as that of high caste
Hindus., Their staple food is Indian millet bread, rice, pulse, and
vegetables. Those who are not Shaivaits eat flesh and drink liquor,
but never allow their food to be seen by any one of another caste.
They worship the goddess Satvéi on the fifth day after the birth of
& child, and their children are named on the thirteenth day by a
Lingdyat priest, who ties the ling round the child’s neck. There is
no rule that a girl should be married before she comes of age. A
poor person has to pay the girl’s father a sum not exceeding
£4 (Rs.40). The rich make presents of clothes and ornaments.
They allow their widows to marry, paymg them double what is paid
during the first marriage. The children by the first husband are
left to his relations. They practise polygamy freely saying that they
require women to help them in their work. The Shaiviits bury
their dead ; the others hurn. When a Jidar dies a Jangam pleces
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his foot on the dead man’s head. The foot is then washed and
worshipped, and the water is dropped into the corpse’s mouth. The
body is carried to the burying ground on a wooden frame,accompanied
by friends, -relations, and music. After the burial is over the clothes
are brought back and worshipped, a practice which is said to be pre-
valent in this district only. Their headman called Katimaniyavaru or
Shetti, with the help of the adult male members of the caste, settles
social disputes. Owing to the competition of European and Bombay
cloth the handloom-weavers are not so well off as they used to be.
Still they are not scrimped for food or clothing and are able to save.
Most of those who wear the ling worship Shiv; the others worship
Vishnu, but like the Shaivdits they respect Bénfishankari whose
shrine is at Bandshankar in B4ddmi where is a large temple and two
fine ponds. A fair is held every year attended by thousands of
pilgrims. In times of sickness her worshippers take a vow that if
the sick recovers he will pass across the pond near the temple. On
the big day the child or grown person for whom the vow has
been made is seated in a cradle-shaped platform of fresh plantain
stems, joined together with spikes, bound by plantain thread or
ropes and let into the water. The child is attended by two fishermen
or Ambigs, one of whom swims holding a rope tied to the cradle in
his teeth and another follows in case of accident. Thus the child
is drawn .across the whole breadth of the pond. This practice is
common among all classes who worship the goddess. ‘The priests of
the Jadars are Jangams. They have no images in their houses and
keep the ordinary Hindu holidays. Thay send their boys to school
till they learn to read and write and cast accounts. They are well off.

Jingars are returned as numbering 534 and as found all over
the district, but chiefly in large villages. They have no subdivisions.
Some of their chief surnames are Amblekar, Chavén, Gaoli, Honka-
lasgér, Kdmblekar, Kutasvér, and Karjgar. They are fair and good-
looking, and speak both Kénarese and Marsthi. They live in houses
with tiled roofs and walls of brick, one or two storeys high, which
they keep clean and tidy. They have servants in their houses and
keep cows and she-buffaloes. Both the men and women are clean
and neat in their dress, the men wearing a coat, waistcoat, waist and
shouldercloth, a turban folded in Deccan Brihman fashion, and
shoes; and their women wear a bodice and a robe one end
of which they tuck between the feet. Their staple food includes
Indian millet, rice, curds, and milk, but they eat fish or flesh and
drink liquor. The Jingars are clean, hardworking, intelligent, and
clever workers, and fair in their dealings. Their hereditary calling
was to make saddles, cloth scabbards, and harness. They now
work as carpenters, blacksmiths, coppersmiths, book binders,
picture-painters, and makers of clay and wood toys. The Jingars
of Gokik and Deshmur in the Sampgaon sub-division are famous
for their wood toys, imitating fruit, and the figures of men and
animals.” Their boys help them after the age of twelve and
are skilful workers at eighteen. Their daily wages vary from
9d. to 2s. (6 as.-Re.1). They buy the raw material in the local
markets and sell a cradle at 6s. to 12s. (Rs. 3- 6) and a saddle at

4s. to 10s. (Rs. 2-5). The earthen images of Ganpati, so much
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worshipped in the month of Bhddrapad or September, are made by
these people. The Jingars are small capitalists and generally work
to order. Their chief goddess is Shakti. They keep all the Hindu
fasts and feasts and their priests are the ordinary Deshasth
Brshmans. They gird their boys with the sacred thread, and forbid
widow marriage. Their marriage ceremonies last for three days.
On the first day a feast is held in honour of the house deities. On
the second the boy and girl are set facing each other, a cloth is
held between them, verses are repeated by the priests, and grains
of rice are thrown over the heads of the boy and girl by the guests.
The lighting of the sacred fire or kom ends the day’s proceedings.
On the third day the girl's father gives a feast to castefellows and
the marriage ceremony is over. The Jingars have a caste council
and settle their social disputes at meetings of the castemen. They
send their boys to school, take to no new pursuits, and are a falling
eople. -
P Kpa’sars are returned as numbering 212 and as found scattered
all over the district. Theyare Jains and are the same as the Bogér
or coppersmith subdivision of the Panchams. Kdsirs greatly
resemble Marithds. The men wear the top-knot and moustache, but
no beard ; and the women tie the bair in a knot behind the head.
They neither use false hair nor deck it with flowers. Their home
speech is Kénarese. Their dwellings are generally small. None of
them live in kouses of two or more storeys high. They do not eat
fish or flesh, drink liquor, or dine with any castes who are not Jains.
The men wear a waistcloth, a headscarf, a long fine coat, and some-
times a shirt or a blanket. They wear native shoes or sandals called
chapals. Their holiday dress is the same as their every-day dress,
but finer and carefully kept. 'The women wear a robe twenty-one
to twenty-three feet long, with one end thrown over the head and
the other allowed to fall in front like a petticoat. They also wear a
bodice. They are hardworking, honest, sober, thrifty, even-tempered,
and hospitable. They. make their living by selling bangles and by
cultivating. The women help their husbands in the field but do not
sell bangles. They have fallen to the rank of unskilled labourers
and their position in the local caste list is not higher than that of
Mar4thés and other cultivators. Their working hours are from
morning to sunset, and they are busiest during festive and marriage
seasons. 'They do not worship the ordinary Bréhman gods and do
not respect Bréhmans. Except themselves no one is allowed to
enter their temple. Their priests, who are Jains, are called upddhyds
and officiate at their houses. Their religious teacher or guru wears
ochre-coloured clothes and has neither a top-knot, moustache, nor
beard. He has power to punish breaches of religious and social
rules by fine. Their customs do not differ from those of other Jains.
On the fifth day after a birth the goddess Pachvi is worshipped, and
on the twelfth day the child is given a name which is chosen by
the village astrologer. The boy is girt with the sacred thread. when
he is about eight years old and a girl is married before she comes of
age. They burn their dead and-mourn for twelve days. They
practise polygamy and of late have begun to allow widow marriage.
Social disputes are settled according to the opinion of the majority
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of the caste and with the consent of their gurul They do not
send their boys to school nor do they take to new pursuits. Their
condition is middling. They do not save, and to meet special
expenses have to borrow at twelve to twenty-four per cent.

Kumbha'rs, or Porrrs, are returned as numbering 4000 and
as found all over the district, chiefly in large villages. They are
divided into Goremardthe, Pardeshi, and Karnitak or Pancham
Kumbhérs. The Karndtak Kumbhirs think themselves higher than
the other Kumbhérs, and do not eat with them. The different sub-
divisions do not intermarry. Kumbhérs are of middle size. The
men of all classes wear the top-knot, moustache, and whiskers,
but no beard. They speak Kénarese; and are hardworking, sober,
thrifty, even-tempered, and hospitable. They are reckoned among
the twelve balutddrs or members of the village community, and make
bricks, tiles, and vessels of different sizes and shapes. Some
cultivate but they are not considered good husbandmen. Their
vessels are made on the wheel and show considerable gkill, but have
no special excellence or popularity. The Goremarithis are a
wandering tribe who live away from villages in small tents or cloth
huts. Unlike the Goremaréthis neither the Pardeshi nor the
Karnitak Kumbhérs eat flesh or driuk liquor. All three divisions
dress like Kunbis. 'The poorer men wear the loincloth and cover
their bodies with a blanket. The women wear a robe wrapping it
round the loins and covering the breast with the upper end. The
men spend their whole time in making, drying, and burning pots.
The women, besides doing housework, cellect horsedung to mix with
the earth. The Kumbhérs hold a ceremony on the fifth day after a
child is born and name it on the thirteenth day. They marry their
girls before they come of age, the boy’s father paying the girl’s father
about £4 (Rs.40). They allow widow marriage. They either bury or
burn their dead. The Karnétak or Lingdyat dead are carried to the
grave in a cart. Before removing the bogy a Lingdyat priest puts
his foot on the dead man’s head. Water is poured over the foot
and some of the water is dropped into the corpse’s mouth. The
clothes of the dead are brought back to the chief mourner’s house
and worshipped on the fifth day and the caste is feasted in honour
of the dead.  They do not offer cakes to the soul of the dead or hold
feasts in his memory. During their monthly sickness the women sit
apart for three days. Kumbhérs worship Shiv, Lakshmi, Méruti,
Ravalndth, Jotiba, and Yellamma. They keep Hindu holidays and
wake pilgrimages to Virbhadra in Yedur on the banks of the
Krishna, and to Ulviin Yelldpur in Kénara. They ask Brahmans to
perform their religious ceremonies. Their guru is a Lingdyat and
he settles their caste disputes. They do not send their boys to school
and are a steady class.

Loha'rs, or Bracksurras, are returned as numbering 2194 and
as found over the whole district. The tradition of their originis that
Brahma created Manu, and Manu became the father of Prajspati.
Prajépati had eight wives one of whom gave birth to the five-faced and
ten-handed Vishvakarma, the heavenly architect. Vishvakarmsa had
five sons, Daivadnya who became a goldsmith, Manu who became a

blacksmith, Maya who became & coppersmith, Tvashts who became s
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carpenter, and Shilpi who became a mason. They hold Vishvakarma
in great reverence as their father, and worship him as a god. They
perform the six Brahman karmas, studying and teaching the Veds,
sacrificing and causing others to sacrifice, and giving and receiving
alms. The word Lohar from loh iron means iron-workers. They
have no subdivisions. The men wear the top-knot, moustache, and
whiskers, but not the beard. The men wear the sacred thread and
rub their brows with sandal. The women wear a robe and a bodice
and apply red-powder to their brows. Their home tongue is
Kénarese. They are hardworking, extravagant, and quarrelsome.
They make vessels, ploughshares, field tools, nails, locks, key-
latches, and similar articles of iron. They generally work to
order, only those who have some capital keeping ready-made
articles. A man’s daily wage is about 6d. (4 as.). Their work is
constant and their craft, hereditary. From fourteeu or fifteen boys
begin to help by blowing the bellows. Some Loh4rs are skilful
workers in brass, silver, and gold. Some make excellent images of
Hindu gods, and others are employed as foremen in the Public
Works Department. A few work as husbandmen, but they are not
gkilful. Children begin to herd cattle about seven and their women
take their bread to the fields. They live in good dwellings one or
two storeys high, and rear cows, buffaloes, and sheep. They do not
eat animal food but drink liquor. Their staple food is Indian millet
bread, rice, and vegetables, and on special occasions they make
wheat cakes, mixed with sugar and with large quantities of butter
or milk. Those who cannot afford to buy butter or milk eat cakes
soaked in water and molasses. Most of them dress like middle
class Hindus, but the rich dress like Brahmans. The men work
from morning to noon, when they bathe, go to Kilamma’s temple,
and dine. After resting an hour or two they again set to work and
work till after lamplight. The wemen do not help in their work.
However old they may be before they marry, men do not put on the
gacred thread till a couple of days before the marriage day. The
day before the sacred thread is put on the family gods are worshipped
and the caste feasted. Their marriages last for three days. A
booth is set up and a yellow piece of cloth, in which are a betelnut
and a piece af turmeric root, is tied to one of the posts. On the
first day a feast is held in honour of the marriage gods. On the
second day the bridegroom, dressed in new and handsome clothes, is
taken to the bride’s. Here the boy and girl are seated facing each
other on low wooden stools, a cloth being held between them. 'The
priest repeats marriage verses and at the end throwsrice grains over
their heads and the bride throws a flower garland over the neck
of the bridegroom, and thc:iy] are hushand and wife. That evening
the bridegroom dines at the bride’s, aud during the night leaves
with his wife. Next day he gives a caste feast. They allow widow
marriage and polygamy, the bridegroom paying the bride’s father a
gum of not more than £2 10s. (Rs.25). They burn the dead and
mourn ten days. On the eleventh the mourners bathe and feast the
caste. They worship Shiv, Yellamma, Khandoba, and Kilamma.
They do not consult Brakmans but have priests of their own caste.
They observe the principal Hindu holidays. Their headman is of
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their own caste whom they style teacher or guru. He is unmarried
and is chosen by the caste. They send their boys to school. Their
work is steady and well paid, but their craft has in some degree
declined owing to the competition of European tools and vessels.
As a class they are well-to-do.

Ota'ris, or SurLrers, with a strength of seventy-seven, are found
all over the district.” Except that they seem to have come from the
Deccan nothing is known of their origin or history. They have no
subdivisions. Their surnames are, Ahir, Andil, Déle, and Gotbdgar.
Families bearing the same surname do not intermarry. They look
like Marathds, having no peculiarity of face, figure, or bearing ; and
their home speech is Marathi. They live in small but neat and
clean houses with mud walls and tiled roofs. They keep cows and
buffaloes. They are temperate in eating, and their every-day food is
rice, Indian millet bread, pulse, and vegetables. They eat fish and
the flesh of goats, sheep, and fowls withont offering them to any deity ;
it is the cost alone which prevents them using animal food regualarly.
They drink country and foreign liquor and smoke tobacco and
sometimes hemp-flowers or gdnja. The men wear a headscarf-or
rumdl, a waistcloth, shouldercloth, and shirt. The women wear
a bodice and a robe without passing the skirt back between the
feet. They tie their hair in a knot behind the head, and neither
deck it with flowers nor use false hair. The men and women are
neat and clean in their dress and have a special liking for gay
colours. They are quarrelsome and drunken, but har working.
They make molten images of Hindu gods, platters, and jodwvis or
toe-rings, Their women help in making moulds. Their work is
steady. In social position they are below the Mardthds who do not
eat with them. They worship all Bréhmanic gods, and hold
Mdruti in special honour. Their house images are generally
Mhasoba, Kdlamma, and Yellamma. Their priests are Deshasth or
Karhdda Brdhmans to whom they show great respect and whom
they call to preside at their births, marriages, puberty ceremonies,
and deaths., They keep“the usual Hindu holidays. They do not

on pilgrimages. Their teacher or guru is Shankarichirya of
ggnkeshva,r. They believe in soothsaying, omens, and lucky and
nnlucky days. Their customs do not differ from those of Mar4thds.
They bury their dead. They are bound together as a body, and
settle social disputes at meetings of the castemen. Few send their
boys to school. On the whole they are a steady class.

Pa'nchalls are returned as numbering 9920 and as found in
almost all large villages and towns. The tradition of the origin of
the P4inchéls is that in the beginning the goddess Kdlamma, created
Vishvakarma or Virdtpurush who had five faces or panchanan and
was the ancestor of the Piuchédls. From his five mouths were
produced five seers or rishis named S4n, Sandtan, Abhuvan, Prashthan,
and Suparn. These five seers had five sons.” S4n’s son was Manu,
Sandtan’s Maya, Abhuvan’s Tvashta, Prashthan Shilpi, and Suparn’s
Daivadnya. These five persons took to the five different crafts of
working in iron, copper, wood, stone, and gold. Their descendants
followed their fathers’ callings and hence the five divisions of
Pdnchéls. They appear to be old residents and there is no record
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of when and whence they came into the district. They are divided
into Sonfirs or goldsmiths, Késdrs. or coppersmiths, Sutdrs oy
carpenters, Lohérs or blacksmiths, and P4tharvats or Shilpis stone-
masons. None of these classes eat together or intermarry. They
have no tribe or clan names, but some bave local names taken from
a former residence. The names in ecommon use amohg me{:re,
Kalappa, Krishnappa, Rudréppa and Rémchandréppa; and among
-women. Kilamma, shmava, Sitava, end Yammava. They are darl,
short, lively, ronndfaced, and stout. They are notable for a formal
style of walking and talking. Most of them live in hou ., with mud
walls and tiled or thatched roofs. Their household goods consist
of copper brass or clay pots and pans and wooden boxes. T'hey
generally own a cow or o she-buffalo. They are temperate in eating
and do not cook their food in earthen vessels Their every-day
food consists of Indian millet, split pulse, vegetables, and chillies,
and rice in the western districts. * Their special holiday dishes are
wheaten cakes stuffed with coarse sugar and fur pulse, sugared
milk mixed with spices, and pdyas a sort of ligmd preparation.
They feast their friends and relations on marriage and other
ceremonial occasions. They do not eat animal food or drink liguor.
Their articles of dress and their way of wearing them do not differ
from thoso of Brahmans. They generally wear local handwoven
cloth. The members of the different subdivisions generally follow
their hereditary calling. Pénchdlseat and as ociate with no Hindus

_except of their own caste.. They ge erall} work fron? morning t»

evening resling ah hour or two at midday. They do not work
on amdvisya or the no-moon day that i3 the last day of every lunar
month. K4lamma is theit goddess, and they also worship Ishvar-
Psrvati and Gauri. They show no respect to Brihmans aud ne~c,
call them to conduct their chief roremonies, They have their own
Pénchal priests. Panchils keep the usual Hindu holidays They
dc not go on pilgrimeges. They are bonund together as a body.
Social disputes are settled by the guru and his decisious are
enforced on pain of loss of caste. They sénd their boys to scho.l
and keep them there till they are ten or twelve years old The~
are a well-to-do and successful peopie. :
Patvoga’rs teke their name from making the silk bands or
ts which women formerly wore to ‘keep the robe tight. Th -
are returned as numbering 563. A foew are found in Belgaum, but
most live in Gokdk. - They are sajd to have come from Gujardt t
Bijdpur und to have moved from Bijapur to Belganm ab-ut
hundred years ago. Their surnames are, Chaudri, Dalvekar, Kaleka~
Nakvad, Pavér, Sirolkar, Sétpute, and Rangrej. They harm no
subdivisions and ali eat together and int.em}a.rry They
zenerally fair with regular features. The men wear the top-kn..
and woustache. Their home tongue is Gujardti with sewer.
Musalmén and Mar4thi words.! To every proper name they add

‘Whatwork;lidyuudéthismoming, Ajmﬁal & kdya kdm karyo; He went

. Bombay, Tyo Mumbain gayo; News of his arrival has been recetrved, 7o pokoc
khabarlagazo di

; He is my brother, Tyo Aamdra bhdi chhe.
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corresponding to the Mardthi pant or rdv. Thus Négu becomes
Nagusa and Tuku Tukusa. They claim to be Kshatriyas. They
have lost all memory of a former settlement in Gujardt. Their
family priests are Deshasth Bréhmans. They are hardworking,
sober, thrifty, and honest. They prepare colours, dye robes red
green black and purple, and weave. They sell the robes wholesale
to big cloth merchants and sometime$ retail. Few of them have
capital. They buy their materials on credit and repay the amount
borrowed after they have sold their goods. 'I'hey also, but less
often, work to order. A boy begins to help at twelve and is &
trained worker at twenty. Their worien do not weave, but help,
in other parts of the work. Their craft is bereditary. Their houses
are large, and do not differ from those of J4dars, Hatkars, and
other weavers. They eat fish and flesh and drink liquor. The
men smoke tobacco about four times a day and at night before
going to bed. The women ag & rule do not smoke. They gird
their boys with the sacred thread before they are ten years old ;
the ceremony is not accompanied by prayers, but lasts for two days.
Some days before the ceremony a caste feast is given. The boy is
invested with the help of the Brdhman family priest, who lights a
sacrificial fire or hom, and retires with his fee which is generally 74d.
(5 as). The guests are handed packets of betelnut and leaves, and
near relations are feasted. The priest is given two handfuls of
wheat, rice, gram pulse, molasses, butter, and salt. Before a marriage
a gondhal dance must be performed. Their marriages last three days.
On the first day a feast is given in honour of the marriage gods and
in the evening the relations and friends of the boy and girl meet in
the village temple, and the girl’s parents worship the boy. The
girl’s mother pours water over the boy’s feet and the girl’s father
gently rubs tﬁe feet and dries them with the hem of his waistcloth.
Packets of betelnut and leaves are handed and the guests retire.
Next day the marriage is performed at a lucky moment either in
the morning or evening when the cattle come home. The boy and
girl stand face to face, a cloth is held between them, and when the
repetition of the marridge verses is at an end grains of rice are
thrown over their heads. On the third day the ceremonies end by
a feast which the girl’s father gives to the boy’s party. They allow
widow marriage and polygamy. They burn the dead and mourn
ten days. They worship Khandoba, Mahalakshmi, and Yellamma.
They have no headmau and settle disputes according to the opinton
of the majority of the castemen. A. Bhét or genealogist comes from
Gujarat with a record of the Patvegér families. He reads the records
to the Patvegdrs, and they give him a present of £1*(Rs. 10) or less.
He has no fixed abode and wanders from village to village visiting
the Patvegirs. Patvegdrs are mostly well-to-do. They occasionally
trade in cotton. They send their boys to school, but take them
away as soon as they are able to read and write a little and cast
accounts. On the whole they are a prosperous people.

Sa’lis, or WEavERs, returned as numbering 12,767, are found
in Gokék, Farasgad, and Athni. They are also called Aryddrn
apparently meaning Marithéds or northerners. They aredividedinto
Bijépurkarsalis, Padamasélis, Sagunsdlis, Suksélis, and Suntésélis.
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Except the last all eat together but do not intermarry. Their
surnames are Ambrole, Bade, Bhinddre, Kandekar, Kdmbale,
Khirsigar, Géngatade, Lad, and Vupre. The Suntisilis are
reverts from Islam and are so called because they still keep up
the practice of circumcision or sunta. The customs of Suntdsélis
are partly Musalindn and partly Hindu. The Sélis look like
Kunbis. The men wear the top-knot and moustache, and the
women tie the hair in & knot behind the head, but do not deck it
with flowers nor use false hair. The women of the Silis are fair,
and rub their brow with sandal ashes. Their home tongue is
corrupt Mar4thi. They are clean, neat, hardworkiug, sober, thrifty,
hospitable, and dislike begging. Their women are equally
hardworking and help their husbands in preparing thread for
weaving. They weave undyed white cloth and also trade in
thread and cloth. They weave robes or lugdis, waistcloths, and
headscarves or phadkis. They buy the thread from Mérwér and
Gujardt Vinis and sell the cloth to dealers or to wearers. Their
daily profits represent 44d. to 6d. (8-4 as) a head. Their boys
begin to help them after ten or twelve, and by the end of three or
four years are trained workers. They are generally well-to-do and
purchase the materials on credit. They also work to order. Their
calling is hereditary. Theydo not till land but rear cows and buffaloes.
Their houses are of mud with tiled roofs, and bave long verandas
suited to prepare the thread for the loom. They eat fish and flesh

. and drink liquor, several of them eating from the same plate at the

same time. Their staple food is millet bread, rice, and vegetables.
The men wear a headscarf or rumdl, a waistcloth, a coat, and a
shouldercloth. The women dress in a robe and bodice. They wear
the lucky necklace or mangalsuéra, glass bangles, and generally all
the ornaments worn by Bréhman women. On the fifth day after
birth, the goddess Satvdi is worshipped by one of the elderly women
of the house ; women guests ‘are presented with turmeric and red-
powder or kunku, and few neighbouring children are feasted. On
the twelfth day the child is laid in a cradle and named, and the laps
of married women are filled with a handfnl of rice and betelnut.
They marry their girls before they come of age. The boy’s father
has to give the girl’s father at least £3 (Rs.80). Their priests are
Deshasth Brdhmans. They perform the gondhal dance in honour of
Tulja Bhavini, and feast their castefellows with flesh and liguor.
The Salis’ family deities are Kedérling and Ambabsi or Tulja
Bhavéni of Tuljdpur, and Brdhmans conduct their marriages. Besides
these they worship the Brdhmanic gods, Ganpati, Maruti, Vishnu,
and Mahddev, but have no images in their houses. They keep the
usual Hindn holidays. They make pilgrimages to Kedarling in
Kolhapur. They allow widow marriage, the ceremony being perform-
ed by the people of the caste without the help of Brshmans. They
practise polygamy. A widow with child is put out of caste
until she gives birth to the child add parts with it. Sometimes
when the father is kuown and willing to take charge of the
child, it is made over to him, or it is given to -a person of
another caste who is willing to take charge of it. Sometimes the
mother herself keepsthe child and is put out of caste. As a
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rule she disposes of the child and is allowed back into caste.
Formerly a widow’s child if it was a girl, was given away or sold
for prostitution, but this practice 1s growing uncommon. In any
case before she is allowed to rejoin the caste, the mother is required
to feast the caste, and to drink water in which a Bréhman’s toe
has been washed. Formerly the widow’s head was altogether shaved.
Now, as a rule, they only shave fi-e lines or pdnch pat. Silis
burn their dead and mourn ten days. Their religious teacher or
svdmi lives at Bangalor and is called Shesh Naik. He occasionally
visits his people and keeps a register of their families and reads
it to them. He instructs his people-and offers them a few drops
of the sacred water or firth in which his feet have been washed.
They have a caste organization and decide social disputes at
meetings of the castemen. They suffer from_the competition of
Furopean and Bombay cloth. They do not send their boys, and are
a fallmg people.

Shimpis, or Tamwoss, are returned as numbering 8769 and as
found over the whole district. They are divided into Ndmdevs or
the followers of the saint of that name; Yaktétes or diners from
separate dishes ; Gopél Kalis or diners from the same dish, who are
also called Rangéris or dyers; and Akramésis or bastards. Besides
the Shimpis proper some Mar4thés are called Shimpis because they
make their living by sewing. The different subdivisions neither
eat together nor intermarry. The men wear the top-knot and
moustache, and a fow wear whiskers. Their home tongue is
Marsthi. They are quict, hardworking, thrifty, and skilful
workers. Most of them make their living by sewing, but a few
are cloth-dealers and husbandmen. They sew caps, coats, waist-
coats, frocks, ornamental umbrellas or abddgirs, and kunchis or
children’s cloaks. Their boys generally begin to work at fifteen or
sixtoen if they go to school, and at eleven or twelve if they do not.
Their employment is fairly constant, but they suffer from the
competition of tailors who do not belong to their caste. Their
daily wages vary from 8d. to 1s. (2-8as.). In Belgaum they are
largely employed by Europeans and are paid £1 (Rs.10) & month,
The women help the men in sewing bodices and quilts called godadis.
They live in houses with mud walls and tiled or thatched roofs, and
own cows, she-buffaloes, and ewes. They have little furniture and
cook and eat in earthen pots. The men wear a waistcloth rolled
loosely round the waist, a headscarf or rumdl, and a shouldercloth.
"Phe women dress in a robe and bodice. They are temperate in
eating and drinking. Their every-day food is Indian millet or
jvdri, split pulse, and sometimes rice. The Indian millet bread is.
usually eaten with vegetables and a relish or scasoning of chopped
chillies, salt, onions, tamarind, and split pulse. They cat mutton
and poultry, but neither beef nor pork, and drink both. country and:
foreign liguor. They work from morning till night, resting for a
ghort time in the afternoon, and their women help them from noon
till evening. On the fifth day after the birth of a child, a goat is
sacrificed tc the goddess’ Safv4i snd the child is named on the
twelfth day. The child’s hair is cut either before the-end of the
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first or during the third year after birth. They do not wear the
sacred thread. No age is fixed for a boy’s marriage. But girls are
generally married before they come of age. Among Gopél Kalis,
after the marrige ceremony is over, the bridegroom goes to the
bride’s, steals one of the house gods, and goes home. The bride
putting on man’s clothes goes to the bridegroom’s house, beats him
on the back with a light rattan, and persuades him to go with her to
her house. 'They burn their dead. The priests of the Shimpis are
Deshasth Brahmans, and their disputes are settled by the men of
the caste. A few send their boys to school. One or two Shiropis at
Belgaum use sewing machines.'

Sona’rs are returned as numbering 4030 and as found chiefly
in large villages. They are divided into Pénchél or Kénarese
Sonars, and Konkani or Marathi Sonars. They arc fair and good-
looking and their home tongue is Kénarese. They generally
live in honses with mud walls and tiled or thatched roofs, and
they dress like Brahmans and wear the sacred thread. They eat
fizh and the flesh of sheep, goats, and fowls, and drink liquor. They
are clever, hardworking and well-behaved. Besides making and
repairing gold and silver ornaments, they work in precious stones,
and the poor among them make copper and brass ornaments and
gell them to low-class people. Some are husbandmen and a few
are moneyl~nders and in Government service. As goldsmiths they
earn 6d. to 2s. (4as.-Re.1) a day. Their women do not help
in their work, boys begiu to learn about ten, malking copper
rings, armlets called #dits, and other articles that require little
skill. At twenty they are trained workers. They work to order and
are constantly employed. Sonirs believe in sorcery and witchcraft.
The Konkani or Marétha Sondrs have no priests of their own
caste and do not call themselves Brahmans. The Pénchél or
Karnstak Sonérs have their own priests and think themselves equal
if not saperior to the ordinary Mardtha Brihmans, whose manners
and customs they imitate wearing silk waistcloths or madis at
meals. They have raised one of their castemen to the post of
jagadgury or world-teacher and do not call Brahman priests to their
houses. Their chief god is Ndgesh. In common with other Sonérs
they worship all Hindu gods and goddesses and keep their fasts and
feasts. They worship the goddess Pachvi on the fifth day after
the birth of a child and name the child on the twelfth. They clip the
boy’s hair when he is a year old, and gird him with the sacred
thread when he is nine or ten. They marry their girls before they
come of age, and their boys at or before twenty. They burn their
dead, do not allow widow marriage, and practise polygamy. They
hold caste councils and settle social disputes in accordance with
the opinion of the majority. They send their children to school
There is an assistant school mistress of the Sonér caste in the
Belgaum female school. They are a well-to-do people.

Uppa'rs, or SALTMAKERS, are returned as numbering 8550 and as
found chiefly in towns and large villages. They are called Uppérs from
their former trade of making salt for which the Kénarese name is’
uppe.  Since salt-making has been stopped they have taken to stone-
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cutting. They are black, small, and strong. They speak Kénarese and
live in honses with mud walls and tiled or earth roofs. Their staple
food is rice, Indian millet, and pulse, but they eat fish and flesh and
drink liquor. Their women wear a robe and bodice, and do not
pass the skirt of the robe back between the feet. They do not deck
their hair with flowers or use false hair. They are clean and hard-
working, but rather quarrelsome and extravagant. Their chief
calling 1s stone-cutting, but they also “cultivate and trade in grass
and firewood. They formerly made images of Hindu gods and
sainte, and sold them at great profit. They work to order, and earn
a daily wage of about 9d. (6 #s.) The women do not help the menin

their work, but boys begin to learn aliout fifteen or sixteen. Their

craft is bereditary and their work is constant, especially in the
fair weather. Women help by working in the fields. Their family
gods are Venkatraman and Yellomma; and their priests are
Deshasth Brahmans, whom they respect and ask to officiate at their
marriage, ‘puberty, and death ceremonies. They keep the usual
- Hindu holidays. They go on pilgrimage to the shrine of Venkoba
near Tirupati in Madras, to Vithoba of Pandharpur in Sholdpur,
and to Yellamma near Parasgad in Belgaum. Their spiritual teacher
or guru lives in the town of Anegundi. It is not known why the
Uppérs made him their spiritual guide. He sends his disciples every
third or fourth year to this part of the country, and gathers 1s. to
6s. (8 as.-Rs.8) from the head of each family. Sernous breaches
of social and religious rules, as when a widow gives birth tc an
illegitimate child, are referred to this guide. They name a child before
it is a month old and feast relations and friends. Among them the
betrothal ceremony generally takes place a few days before marriage,
when an agreement 1s passed, the boy’s father gives the girl’s father
£4 (Rs.40), and the guests withdraw with presents of sugar and
packets of betelnut and leaves. On a day before the marriage a feast
1s held in honour of the family gods, and the next day the boy and
girl are married. Feasts and presents of clothes and ornaments
are exchanged between the boy’s and girl’s parents and the marriage
is over. They bury the dead, allow widow marriage, and practise
polygamy. Their social disputes are settled by a family who are
forbidden widow marriage on pain of losing their post as arbitrators.
They send their boys to school and are a rising class.

Linga’yats,! with a strength of about 236,950 or thirty per
cent of the Hindu population, are found over the whole district.
They take their name from wearing a ling the emblem of the god
Shiv. The principal divisions are the Adibanjigs or grocers;
Agas or washermen; Arebanjigs or traders; Hogdrs or flower-
sellers; Jangams or priests; Malgars or fruiterers and vegetable
sellers ; Kudvakligs or husbandmen ; KumbhArs or potters; N4gliks
or cotton-thread dyers ; Panchamsélis, Shilvants, and Padsaligs or
coarse white cloth weavers; Semsdligs and Nilkants or weavers;
Raderus or husbandmen of the Raddi caste; and Saibarus or flower-
sellers. The members of all these classes look ke local Hindus.
The home speech of all is Kénarese. As a class they are even-

1 Fuller details of Lingdyat customs are given in the Kalddgi Statistical Ac:ount.
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tempered, orderly, and kindly; and those whose calling does not
prevent it are clean. Among them are writers, merchants, traders,
husbandmen, oil-pressers, tailors, dyers, goldsmiths, weavers, potters,
Aower-sellers, musicians, barbers, washermen, labourers, and beggars.
None of them are shoemakers. Their houses are generally divided
into two parts. The right-hand side is used by the house people; it
is about two feet higher than the left-hand part, which is unsed for
keeping cattle. Many of their houses are built so that almost no
air can come in except by the front and back doors. They are
vegetarians and do not allow strangers to look at their food or
water or to touch their wells. Their dress differs little from that of
other Hindus. The men wear a headscarf or rumdl, a coat and a
waistcoat, a waistcloth, and a shouldercloth. The women wear a
shortsleeved bodice with a back and the robe without passing
the skirt-corner back between the feet. Both men and wom.an
wear round their neck a silver box containing a ling. Oun the day
the child is born the priest fastens a ling round its neck. After
a shorb time the ling i3 tied to the eradle in which the child is laid
and is kept there until the child grows strong enough to wear it.
The practice of tying the ling on the fifth day instead of on the
first day has recently become common. On the thirteenth the child
is named and relations and friends are feasted. When a Lingdyat
thinks of marrying his boy he sends a priest or a friend to the girl’s
house, and if her parents approve of the match, they feast the
messenger. This concludes the betrothal. The marriage cercmony
is performed by a Jangam, and the boy and the girl are married in
the house. They allow widow marriage. When a Lingdyat is on
the point of death he is bathed in warm water, and a few drops of
water in which a priest’s feet have been washed are put into his
mouth. A feast is given to Jangams, relations, and friends, and a
little of the food is laid in the dying man’s mouth. Alms are
handed to priests and the poor, a necessary part of the gift being
a ball of ashes. The Jangam touches the dying person’s head with
his right foot. The dead body is again bathed, and the nostrils,
ears, mouth, and other opcEings are stuffed with cotton. To enable
relations and friends to attend the funeral the corpse is allowed to
remain in the house for a couple of days. It is seated on a high
wooden stool and supported on both sides with split bamboos. The
priest five times places his right foot on the corpse’s right thigh and
1s worshipped and presented with money. The body is then seated
in 2 bamboo frame and carried to the burial ground by men and
women, relations and friends, and music. They bury their dead,
except people who have died of leprosy or women who die within
thirteen days of chiid-birth. These they burn because they say that
their bones will be disturbed by snake-chargrers in search of charms.
On the tenth day a grand feast is held. They observe most
Brahmanical fasts and feasts. Their chief god is Shiv, but Virbbadra,
Mallikérjun, and Basavanna are regarded as gods and worshipped.
Their priests are Jangaws whom they treat with great respect.
The well-to-do keep Jangams in their houses. The poor content
themselves with worshipping the priests whenever there 18 a marria, .
or death ceremony in their houses or on big days. Social dispute
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are settled by their priests with the help of the headman or sheti and
a council of the leading men of the community. The Lingiyats
send their boys to school and have made good progress .in
edacation. Some of them are in Government service holding high
positions. Most classes. of Lingdyats are on the whole prosperous.

Personal Servants iunclude three castes with a strength of
8240 or 104 per cent of the Hindu population. Of these 117
(males 55, females 62) were Madrdsis; 5079 (males 2713, females
2366) Nhavis, and 3053 (males 1561, females 1492) Parits.

Madra’sis, with a strength of 117, are found only in Belgaum
town. Madrédsi is a general term applied to some Christian and low-
class Hindu families who came from Madras about sixty years ago
and took service with Kuropean officers in Belgaum. They are
dark, with small eyes, a dreamy expression, and generally regular
features. Their home tongue is Tamil, but they speak Hindusténi
in public. They live in houses with walls of mud and tiled roofs.
Their staple food is Indian millet, pulse, and vegetables. Except
on holidays they eat fish, erabs, mutton, beef, and domesiic fowls.
They drink both country and foreign liquor, some of them to excess.
'They are not neat or clean in their dress and some of the men wear
a loincloth and others pantaloons, a cap or headscarf, a jacket, a
long coat, and boots. Their women wear the robe without passing
the skirt-corner back between the feet, and a bodice which covers
the back and breast. They are hardworking, but neither sober nor
hospitable. Most of them are in the service of Europeans. They
earn 10s. to £2 (Rs.5-20) a month, and begin to earn their living
when they are about fifteen. They are well paid, but some are in
debt and they have no credit. Most of them waste their money in
drink. Some of them send their boys to school.

Nha'vis, or Barsers, with a strength of 5080, are found in all
large towns and villages. They are divided into Mar4tha and
Lingdyat Nhdvis who neither eat together nor intermarry. The
Ling4yat barbers do not differ from other Lingédyats in appearance,
food, dress, or customs. The Maritha bArbers consider themselves
superior to the Lingdyat barbers. They say that they came from
Kothapur and S4téra about fifty years ago. They look like culti-
vating Mar4thds and say that they belong to that stock, though, on
account of their calling, Mardthis do not eat or marry with them.
They speak Mardthi and live in small houses with thatched roofs.
Both men and women dress like Mardthis. Their staple food is
Indian millet bread, rice, pulse, and vegetables. They occasionally
eat fish and flesh, and drink liquor. They are an orderly, sober,
thrifty, and hardworking people. They start to shave early in the
morning and do not return till late in the afternoon. They never
rest except in April during the Shimga holidays. Their women do
not help them in their calling, or act as midwives or as women-
doctors. In towns barbers are paid in cash and in villages in grain.
The Lingdyat Nhdvis shave the heads of all classes. The Marétha
Nhévis do not shave Berads, Buruds, Jingars, or other degraded
Hindus. Some besides acting as barbers own land, but they are
not good husbandmen. Their family gods are Jotiba, Ked4rling,
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and Tulja Bhavéni, and their priests, to whom they show mauch
respect, are Deshasth, Karhdda, or Koonkanasth Brdhmans. They
keep all Hindu holidays. They believe in witcheraft, sorcery,
soothsaying, omens, and lucky and unlucky days. Whenever any
of them sickens or if any misfortune overtakes them, local gods,
Brahmans, and Pingle and other Joshis are consulted. Their customs
do not differ from the customs of cultivating Kunbis. They bury
their dead, end allow widow marriage and polygamy. They are
bound together as a body and their social disputes are settled by a
caste council. They do not send their boys to school, and are in easy
circumstances.

- Parits, or WasuerMeN, with a strength of 3050, are found over
the whole district. They are most numerous in Pa.ra.soad They
have four divisions, Marithds, Karndtaks, Rajputs, and Telangis.
The Mardthds and Karndtaks are said to have been long settlad in
the district, and the Rajputs and Telangis to be comparatively new-
comers, the Rajputs from Hindustdn and the Telangis from Madras.
They neither eat together nor intermarry. They do not vary much
in appearance, most of them being of middlesize, strong, and dark,
with high nose and thick lips. The men wear the top-knot
moustache, and whiskers. The Mardthds and Karndtaks speak
Kdnarese and some speak Mardthi; the Rajputs speak Hindustdni,
and the Telangis Telugn. They are hardworking and hospitable,
but thriftless and given to drink. They wash clothes and are helped
by their women and children. "In washing and cleaning clothes
they use rice-starch, lemon-juice, soap, indigo, and sugar. They live
in towns in one-storeyed houses with walls of mud and tiled roofs.
They own bullocks and asses and use them in carrying clothes.
All but the Rajputs drink liquor and eat flesh, except beef or pork.
Their staple food is Indian millet bread. The only thing peculiar
ghout their dress is that they generally wear their employer’s
clothes. The Mardthds and Karndtaks worship the goddess Pachvi
on the fifth day after a birth, and name the child either on the
twelfth or thirteenth, when o dinner is given to friends and rela-
tions. They marry their girls when they come of age. Some burn
and others bury the dead. They mourn ten days, bub perform no
rites except giving a caste feast on the third or fifth day. The
Telangi washermen perform their marriage and funeral ceremonies
without the help of a Bréhman or other priest. Rajput washermen
name their children on the twelfth day after birth, gird the boys
with the sacred thread at ten or twelve, “and call Mardtha Brahmans
to their marriages. They conduct their funeral ceremonies without
the help of a Brahman. All allow widow marriage. They worship
Shiv, Vishnu, Lakshmi, and Yellamma, and their priests are
Deshasth Brahmans. Each subdivision has a caste council and
settle their disputes at meetings of the men of the caste. Their
eondition is middling. They do not send their boys to school.

Shepherdsinclude two castes with a strength of 60,274 or 7:61

per cent of the Hindun population. Of these 59,727 (males 29,598
females 30,120) were Dhangars, and 547 (ma.les 289, females 258)
Gavlis.
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Dhangars, that is Cownerps, called Kurubars that is Shepherds
in Kénarese, are returned as numbering 59,730 and as found over the
whole district, especially in Belgaum and Kbandpur. They are old
residents and have no traditions of a former homs. Their commonest
surnames are Amogasiddaru, Bannenavaru, Bhddanavarn, Héling-
veru, Hulenavaru, Kharatanavaru, and Sarvaru. They are divided
into Jande Kurubar, Hande Kurubar, Hatikankan, Unnikaukan,
and Vader, who eat together bnt do not intermarry. They are dark
and strong, dirty and untidy. The hair is uncared for, the beard
and moustache long, the eyebrows shaggy, and the expression sullen
aud morose. Their home tongue is Kdnarese. They are ignorant
and slothful, but inuocent, honest, thrifty, grateful, and hospitable.
They tend and sell sheep and goats and a few of them till.
The women help in spinning wool and in selling sheep’s milk and
butter. They .ometimes tuke their flocks long distances to graze
and for sale, and for the sake of the manure are occasionally highly
paid for penning them in fields. Some of them weave blankets
nine feet by four. A blanket, of which they kcep five to t~reuty in
store, takes eight days to weave and fetches 3s. to 8s. (Rs.14-4).
B 'sides minding, the honse a Dhangar woman spins about a quarter
of a pound of wool a day. They live in houses with walls of stone
and clay, and roofs .of branches covered with earth. Inside they
have a cooking room, a god-room, and a central dining hall, and a

cparate place for cattle. The houses of the poor, which are of mud
and the roof thatched with straw, are divided into two or three
rooms. A plot in front of the house is generally set apart for
weat ing.  Their staple food 1s Indian millet bread and vegetables,
and their special dishes are mutton, fowls, hare, and fish. They are
fond of liquor. Among the men the well-to-do wear a pair of short
breeches and a headkerchief or rumdl, and the poorer a waistband
and blanket. The women wear a bodice and robe. They have few
ornaments, but those who can afford them wear ear and nose rings,
gold and silver bracelets, and silver anklets. They name their
children on the thirteenth day and worship the well or water-spirit
within twenty days after delivery. They shave a boy’s head when
k- is three years old. They marry their boys generally about twelve,
and their girls between ten and the time they come of age. A few
days before a marriage a-ceremony, called aitdn, corresponding to
the thread or munj ceremony is performed. A Lingsiyuat priest or
Jangam is called, or in his absence they go to a Lingdyat monastery
ormath, pile five waterpots or kalash on alayer of rice, and cover
them with betel leaves and cocoanuts, and, after worshipping the pots,
tie a ling round the neck of the boy. Contrary to the strict Lingdyat
rules they are careful to marry their girls before they come of age,
1ying among other things that an unmarried grown up girl cannot
ride an ox or she will pollute Basava. Two of the snbdivisions, the
Hatikankans and the Vaders, seek the aid of Brihmans at their
marriages. On the marriage day the girl, accompanied by her male
and female relations, goes to the boy’s house, where they are made to
st=nd under an open umbrellaandhave grainsofrice thrown overthem.
Then the couple, accompanied by relations and friends, go with music
to the temple of one of their gods, burn éamphor before the image
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and return after offering a cocoanut. A feast to the guests completes
the marriage. Wheu a girl comes of age she is seated in 2 bamboo
frame, and, on a Incky day after five days have passed, a feast is
given to relations and friends. They burn the dead and mourn
fifteen days. Among the well-to-do, il the deceased, whether a man
or a woman, was over twenty years old an erobossed silver plate
is set among the houschold gods and worshipped once a year. The
poor set up a betelnut m tead of a mask and some families have a
pumber of masks or betelnuts. These are kept in a four legged
wocden frame called chauki placed on a raised seat or gadigi leaning
against a wall in one of the rooms in the house facing the east.
They allow widow marriage. They are Shaivs by religion but do
not wear the ling. Their family gods are Aldkmirsid, Birappa,
Kirisid, Maildrling, Mdyana, and R4msid. DBesides the ordinary
Brdhmans whom they call to marriages and who repeat marriege
verses, throw grains of rice over the boy and girl, and tie the thread
or karnkan, they have a family priest belonging to the Vader
subdivirion ealled Shivalingayyawhom they ask to dinner on warriage
and other special occasions and present with a money offering.
The duty of this priest is to purify any one who breaks religions or
social rules by giving him #irth that is water which has been used
in washing the gods. They go on pilgrimage to the temples of
Birdppa and Alfikmursid iu villages near Kolbdpur. They have
Lingdyat or Dhangar gurus or teachers each of whom withim a
certain area has power to settle caste disputes and if necessary
punish offenders by putting them out of caste. They do not send
their boys to school. About fifty years ago they are said to have
been in easy circumstances, but they have uot yet recovered their
losses in the 1876 and 1877 famine. Tho spread of tillage and the
taking of waste lands for forest have also reduced the area of free
grazing and made the rearing of sheep more difficult and more costly.
They do not take to new pursuits.

Gavlis, or MiLkMEN, with a strength of 550, are found throughout
the district especially in large towns. They are said to have come
into the district abont a hundred years ago from Sangli, Miraj, and
parts of Sdtdra. Théy say they originally belonged to Upper
India and left their homes as camp-followers. They are divided
into Mardthi Gavlis who speak Mar4thi, and Rajput Gavlis who speak
Hindusténi. In no point of face, figure, or bearing does a Mar4thi
Gavh differ from a Marsthi Kunbi. They are thrifty, even-tempered,
hospitable, and hardworking. They live in tiled or thatched houses
of one storey, very ill-kept and untidy, shared by them with their
cattle whose number varies from five to thirty. The men wear shorf
trousers or cholna reaching to the knee, a headscarf or rumdl, and
a waistcoat. The women wear the robe in Mardthi fashion passing
the skirt-corner back between the feet and throwing the upper
end over the shoulder ; they alsa#ear the bodice. They do not deck
their hair with flowers, nor do they use false hair. Men and some-
times women wgar sandals. Their staple food is rice, Indian millet
bread, powdered chillies, and a liquid preparation of Zur pulse. They
do not eat fish or flesh nor do they drink to excess. They smoke
tobacco, Most of them are cow and buffalo keepers, selling muik,
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curds, whey, and butter. The women help the men in milking the
cows, in selling the milk, and in cleaning the stables. After about
eight their boys helpin watching the cattle. A milkman rises at
half-past five or six, milk. his cattle, and takes the milk and curds
and batter to sell. He returns about one, bathes, and dines between
t vo and three. He then goes out to bring fodder for his cattle.
He returns home, and in the evening ties up the cattle, takes his
evening meal, and sits talking with his neighbours or house people,
se 3 that the cattle are all right for the night, and goes to bed. A
milkwoman gets up as early as the man, washes the pots, sweeps the
house, serves breakfast, s veeps the stable, makes dinner ready, grinds
corn, and attends to the house. In the evening she cooks snpper.
T' ey allow widow marriage and polygamy. Tbeir family gods are
Khandoba and Shidoba. They have no family priest, but they
respect Brahmans and call them to their marriages and funerals.
They seldom go on pilgrimage. Their teacher or gury is a Lingéyat
srdwi. Whenever he visits their village the head of each family
pays him 1s. to 10s. (8 as.-Rs.5). Except this the gurv has no
anthority over the people and does nothing for them. - Most of them
are in debt, borrowing to meet special expenses at eighteen to twenty
percent a year. They are bound together as a body and their social
dispates are scttled by.a meeting of the men of the caste. They do
not sead their boys to school, and are n steady class.

Fishermen inclnde three castes with a strength of 17,440 or 2-20
per cent of the Hindu population. Of these 1267 (males 625, females
612) were Bhois ; 12 (males 7, females 5) G4bits ; and 16,161 (males
8035, females §126) Kolis.

Bhois, Paranqoin-BearERs or Fisuermew, with a strength of
1267, are foand in villages ou the banks of the Krishna, Malprabha,
Mérkande, and Harankdshi. The Bhois are divided into Mardtha or
Koli Bhois, Kar Bhois, Masande Bhois, and Paratgi Bhois. They
eat together but do not intermarry. Besides these there are some
Mhédr and some Musalmin Bhois who act as palanquin-bearers.
The Mhdr Bhois are chiefly employed by Europeans. The Bhois
are black and strong with regular features and of middle size. Thoase
who live in the north and south of the district speak Marithi; the
re~t speak Kdnarese. The houses of the well-to-do are substantial,
with tiled roofs ; and those of the poor are thatched hats. They
- ldom rear poultry. The men wear a small cheap turban, a waist-
cloth, and short trousers; the women wear a robe and hodice.
Some men shave the head, while others keep the top-knot. Themen
wear the moustache but aot the beard. The wowen tie their hair by
a cotton string and do not deck it with flowers or use false hair,
They are not clean in their dress and have a liking for gay coloars.

Exceept glass bangles neither men nor women have any ornaments..
Their staple food 1s Indian millet bread, fish, and vegetables, but on .

high days they eat flesh and drink liquor. They are dirty, active,
hardworking, thrifty, and even-tempered. A few are given to
drink, but they are not extravagant. The Maratha or Koli Bhois are
palanquin or litter bearers ; the Masande Bhois are fishermen ; and
the Paratgi Bhois aro cement-makers. Very fow cultivate. They
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are religious and worship Shiv, Vishnu, Khandoba, Jotiba, and
Amba Bhavdni. At their marriages they employ Brdhmans, and
ab their funerals Gosavis. Except at marriage and death they have
no ceremonies. Girls marry before they come of age, the boy’s
father baving to pay £2 10s. (Rs. 25) to the girl’s father. They
allow widow marriage. They bury their dead and mourn ten
days. Rites on behalf of the dead are performed between the
eleventh and the thirteenth. Kither on the tenth or eleventh a
Gosdvi priest or gosdvi-gury cowdungs a spot of ground in a room
in the deceased’s house and marks off a square with lines of flour,
and in the middle of the square a pot full of cold water is placed
and worshipped. The Gosavi mutters a few verses and hangs from
a rafter a cotton wick twisted with leather about four feet long,
and offers a goat. The wick is lighted and if it bnrns the soul of
the deceased is supposed to have gone to heaven. If the wick goes
out the soul is supposed to have gone to hell. A feast of flesh and
liquor ends the ceremony. These funeral occasions are cousidered
the proper time for the initiation or wpadesh ceremony. Ouly
those who are or whoare about to become the followers of a religious
teacher or guru are allowed into the room where the goat is
offered. Disciples of the Gosdvi are called yurumdrgis. A man who
wishes to have a religious teacher asks the Gogivi, and if the Gosdvi
agrees the disciple promises from that day forward to break all
family ties, renounce worldly pleasures, obey the gurw in all matters,
and follow him wherever he goes. When the novice has promised,
the Gos4vi lays his hand on his head saying, ¢ Rise, from this day you
are my disciple.” These disciples keep Monday as a day of rest
and abstain from fishing. Formerly fishers used to throw the con-
tents of the first net back into the water as an offering to the spirit of
the water but this practice is not now observed. They have a caste
organization and hold caste meetings. They do not send their boys
to school, nor take to new pursmts. Sinece the opening of roads
palanquins have almost ceased to be used and many have suffered in
consequence of the change.

Ga'bits, or FisHers, with a strength of twelve, are found only in
Sampgaon. They have come from Ratnégiri and Vengurla, but when
they came is not known. ‘They have no subdivisions. They speak
Marsthi and look like Kolis. The well-to-do live in houses with walls
of mud and tiled roofs ; the huts of the poor are thatched. Their staple
food is rice, Indian millet, and vegetables; bat they eat fish and
flesh and drink liquor. All smoke tobacco and a few gdnja. The
men wear a loincloth or langotz and a blanket ; and the women a robe
without drawing back theend, Most of them catch snd sell fish ; the
rest are husbandmen. The women help the men in their calling.
Their work is uncertain and poorly paid. The men pass their time
in fishing, and the women in selling the fish. They respect Brahmans
and call them to conduct births, marriages, deaths, and other chief
ceremonies. They worship the ordinary Brihman gods, but their
chief object of worship is Vetdl. They keep the regular Hindu
holidays but not the fasts. They do not make pilgrimages and
have no religions teacher or guru. They believe in spirits and
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.0sts, and in lucky and untucky omens, numbers, sights, and events.
They allow widow marriage and bury the dead. They are bound
togother as a body, and settle social disputes at mass meetings
£ their caste.” They do not send their boys to school, and are a
steady class.

Kolis, with a strength of 16,160, arc found all over the district.
They claun descent from the sage Valmiki, the famous author of the
Ramdyan. The Kolis are also called Kabbers or Kabbulgers that is
fishrinen, Ambigers that is boatmen, Chundris ov lime-burners, and
Jalgars or Zdrekaris that is dust-searchers. Except in occupation
there is no differeuce in the subdivisions who eat together and all call
themselves Kolis. The names in common use }mong men are,
Bharmippa, Chandppa, Kalldppa, and Takkippa ; and among women,
Lharmava, Gangava, Lukshinava, Shivava, and Yellamma. 'The
Kolis are divided into several Luls or clans of which the chief are
Adakis, Baggas, Bilechhatragis, Ghantis, Honnamutta-bile-chhatragis,
and Koris. The different clans intermarry. bat marriage is
forbidden between members of the same clan. Kolis do nct differ in
appearance from Kunbis. Their home tongue is Kanarese and they
uvein houses with mud walls and tiled or thatched roofs. Their
staple food is Indiau millet and rice. They eat fish, mutton, domestic
fowls, and game, but neither tame pork or beef. They consider
the wild pig a delicacy. They eat animal food ouly on holidays or
ou =pecial occasions, but it is it: cost alone that prevents them
making regular use of animal ford. On special occasions they take
mtoxicating drinks, both country and foreign. In dress they do
not differ from Kunbis. Their chief calling is husbandry, some
being over-holders and others under-holders. They are weavers,
lahourers, lime-burners, boatmen, and dust-sifters, and a few are in
Government service as village watchmen and messengers. The
women help the men in field-work, in weaving, and in burning lime.
Thei work is generally steady, but most of them are poor and some
have to borrow to meet their special expenses. They are generally
clean, hardworking, and well-behaved. They do not eat at the
hands of barbers, oilmen, washermen, carpenters, Jingars or
saddle-malkers, and Buruds or bamboo-warkers. They are religious.
Their faily gods are Bhavéni, Ked4rling or Jotiba, Khandoba, and
Yellamma. They respect Bréhmans and employ them as their
prie ts, calling them to conduct their marriage and death ceremonies.
They keep all the chief Hindu holidays. They go on pilgrimage to
Yellamma’s hill in Parasgad and to Tuljapur.” They have no special
religious teacher. They believe in sorcery and soothsaying. Many
of them are exorcists, who drive evil spirits out of the bodies of
those who are possessed by them. They are also believed to have
power to kill by means of evil spirits and incantations called
bhut-mantra. One class of Kolis called Budbudkars foretell events
from the chirping of birds whose language, which is called Adllaks
mn Kénarese, they know. After midnight they go outside the town
to a group of trees and begin to sound the budbudki a noisy shrill-
toned pipe. This awakens the birds which move from tree to tree,
and as they move make sounds from whick the divines know what
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is going to happen in the town during the next few days. In the
morning they come into the town, and while begging from door to
door sing the events which they have heard from the birds. On
the fifth day after a birth the goddess Satvai is worshipped, and
on the twelfth day the child is named. A boy can be married at-
any time, a girl should be married between eleven and fifteen when
she comes of age. The parents of the bridegroom have to pay
£1 to £1 4s. (Rs. 10-12) to the parents of the bride before the
marriage takes place. Before the marriage the gondhal ceremony 18
performed, the Gondhlis being paid 2s. to 8s. (Rs.1-4) besides food.
A goat is generally sacrificed _at this ceremony. In other respects
a Koli marriage is the same as a Kunbi marriage. . When a girl
comes of age during four days she is not allowed to touch other
members of the family, but on the fifth day her husband gives
her anew robe and & bodice. Well-to-do Kolis burn and the poor
bary their desd. On the twelfth day after a death, a Brdhman is
required to visit the house to purify it by sprinkling it with water.
Child marriage, widow marriage, and polygamy are allowed, and
polyandry is unknown. They are bound together as a body and
sottle their social disputes at a meeting of the men of the caste.
Caste decisions are enforced by excommunication. They do not
send their boys to school, and are on the whole a steady class.

' Musicians include three castes with a strength of 182 or 0-01
per cent of the Hindu population. Of these 105 (males 53, females
62) were Devlis; 21 (males 11, females 16) Ghadsis; and 50
Kaldvants. ©

Devlis, or TexrLe Servants, with astrength of 105, are found in
Belgaum, Khénipur, and Gokék. They have neither subdivisions
nor surnames, proved relationship being the only bar to marriage.

~ Among Devlis the men as a rule are tall and good-looking, and the

women fair, graceful, and refined with the manners of dancing-girls.
Their home speech is Marathi. Most are hnshaudmen and the rest
are labourers. They eat fish and flesh, and drink liquor. Their
staple food is rice, millet, pulse, and vegetables. They live in houses
with walls of brick or mud and tiled roofs. The men wear the
top-knot, moustacuc, and whiskers ; and the women tie their hair in
o knot at the back of the head and deck it with flowers. ‘The men
and women are peat and clean in their dress and have a special
liking for guy colours. They dress like Mardthds and wear both
local handwoven and Buropean clothes. The women pass the skirt-
corner of the robe back between the feet. They are not allowed to
sing or dance in publicand in social position rank below professional
gingers and dancers who do not eat with them. Both men and
women are servants in temples, the women being dedicated to the
service in their childhood. It is usual among the class of temple
sorvants who are called Guravs to dedicate some of their female
children to the worship of the village gods, such as Ravalnath,
Sat4i, and Mahuli. Those who can afford it burn their dead ; the
rest bury. Their customs differin no point from those of Marathis.
They keep dogs as pet. The women sweep the temple-of the god
to whom they are married and also act as courtezans, Of their
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children one danghter is wed to the god and the rest marry the

sons and davghters of Devlis. ‘They worship the ordinary local and
Brabmanical gods. They believe in omens, witcheraft, lacky and

unlucky days, number, sights, and events. They consult Karhdda

or Deshasth Brihmwans when they are in difficulty or at times
of birth, marriage, and pnberty. They settle dispates by calling
caste meetings. They do not send their boys to school and are in
middling circumstances.

Ghadsis, with a strength of twenty-seven, are found only in
Chikodi. They came into the district about forty years ago from
Sdngli, Miraj, and Kolhdpur. They have no subdivisions, and their
sarpames aro Bhosle, Gaikwad, Ghorpade, Silunke, and Y4dav.
Fawilies bearing the same surname do not intermarry. 'They are dark,
stout, well-made, and strong, and look and speak like Marith4s. They
live in thatched huts and have a very scanty store of household
goods. A few of the well-to-do own a cow or a buffalo. Their every-
day food is Indian millet, pulse, and vegetables. They eat fish and
the flesh of goats, sheep, domestic fowls, and wild game. 'They never
give feasts except on the occasions of marriage. They have no
objection to animal food, but their poverty prevents them using it
regnlarly. They drink liquor and smoke tobacco ; and some of them
smoke hemp-flowers or génjo. The men wear a headsearf or rumdl,
& short waistcloth, and a shouldercloth; and the women a bodice
and robe passing the skirt-corner back between the feet and drawing
the upper end over the right shoulder. They are ueither clean
nor sober, but are bardworking and even-tempered. They are
held to be the most skilful of local musicians. They worship the
ordinary Brihmanic gods, but their chief object of worship is
Miruti. They keep house images of Mhasoba and Kedérling or
Jotiba. They respect Brahmans and call them to condnct their
marriage, puberty, and death ceremonies. They believe in luck
and unlucky days, numbers, sights, and events, and consnlt Deshas
Brihmans. They name their children on the twelfth day after birth,
when they distribute sugar.. Their marriage ceremonies last for a
couple of days. The boy and the girl are rubbed with tarmeric
at their homes and at the time of marriage a cloth is held between
them. The Brihman repeats verses and throws rice over their heads,
The guests are presented with packets of betelnut and leaves, and
retire. Next day the marriage ceremony ends with a feast. They
bury the dead and  feast the caste people on the thirteenth, giving
uncooked food or shidha to their Brahman priest and to many other
Briahman beggars. They are bound together as a body and their
social disputes are settled at meetings of the men of the caste.
They do not send -their boys to school or take to new pursaits.
They are a steady class and fairly well-to-do.

Kala'vants, with a strength of abont fifty, are found in
Belgaum, Yankammardi, Sanndatti, and Athni. They belong to five
classes, Marsthds, Kénarese or Lingdyats, Konkanis, Telangs, and
Musalméns. The Mardtha and Lingdyat dancing-girls are said
to be descended from the earliest settlers in the district. The
Lingdyats do not eat from the hands of any of the other divisions;
Mardthds and Konkanis eab together, but not from Lingdyats;
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Telangs, who originally belonged to Madras, eat from all except
Musalméns, and the Musalmins eat from all except Telangs.
None of the divisious intermarry. As a class they are fair and
good-looking. Except a few of the Musalman families who speak
Kénarese the different divisions speak at home the language of
their own country. Their houses are large and airy, but in
appearance and plan do not differ from those of other Hindus.

“The women dress in rich well-fitting clothes and wear shoes and

mark their brows with red-powder or kunku. Lingiyat girls at
home mark their brows with ashes and wear the ling, but when they
attend weddings or other joyful occasions in families who are not
Lingiyats, they mark their brows with red-powder. On such
occasions Musalmén girls also mark their brows with red-powder.
All, except Lingdyats, eat fish and the flesh of goats, sheep, and
fowls ; and the Musalméns beef and drink liquor. They sing, dance,
and act as courtezans. Mardtha and Lingdyat Kalivants do not
receive visits from Musalmén men on pain of loss of caste. Telangs
receive Musalméns and Konkauis receive Christians but not
Musalmaiis. They generally begin to learn to sing dnd dance
when about seven or eight years old and their training lasts for
about ten years. They practise singing and dancing every morning
and evening. Their charges vary according to the season and the
demand for their services. The ordinary charge for a troop or tafa
of five, two dancers and three players, for a thread-ceremony varies
from 10s. to £1 10s. (Rs.5-15); for a marriage from £3 to £20
(Rs.30-200); for public feasts from 19s. to £2 103, (Rs.5-25) ; and
for house-warming from 10s. to £1 10s. (Rs.5-15). The monthly
earnings of a Kalavant vary from £1 10s. to £3 (Rs. 15-50) and most
earn £2 to £2 10s. (Rs.20-25) a month. Only a few Telang and
Koukani dancers earn as much as £5 (Rs. 50) a2 month. Their
expenses vary with their incomes, but if they choose they can save
£3 (Rs.30) out of every £5 (Rs.50) they earn. They adopt girls
whose parents are unable to support them. The daughters of dancing-
girls, asa rule, take to therr mother’s profession. They were
formerly allowed to buy girls but this is now forbidden and
consequence of the restriction their numbers are said to be
decreasing while the number of prostitutes or kasbins is said to be
on the increase. They get a Brihman to giva their child a name
on the twelfth day after birth. Among Mavétha, Lingdyat, and
Musalmén dancing-girls between the time when a girl is seven
years old and the time she comes of age she is presented with a set
of ankle-bells called chdls. Unless this ceremony, which is called
tila, is performed she is not a regular dancing-girl and is not allowed
to sing or dance in public. After the bell-ceremony comes the
marriage which is performed either hefore or after a girl comes of
age, but always before she is pregnant. The ceremony s performed
with the same details as a marriage in the class to which they
belong, all the honours which are generally shown to a bridegroom
being in their marriage shown to a dagger or kafdr. Instead of the
bell-wearing and dagger-marriage Telang and Konkan dancing-grls,
before they come of age undergo a form of marriage called shes,
in which a girl dressed as a man and with a dagger in her hand
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acts as bridegroom. The sons of dancing-girls are called either
saffarddiks a respectful or sdjindds a somewhat contemptuous
Hindusténi term for a musician. The occupation of these men is
playing the fiddle and drum or singing. They generally begin to
learn wheu they are about twelve or thirteen and are kept under
training six or seven years. Some dancing-girls’ sons with the help
of their mothers, sisters, or paramours’ funds have become wealthy
moneylenders and cloth-dealers. Others own land, or teach music
and dancing, charging 10s. to £3 (Rs.5-30) amonth. The Telangi
musicians are dirty, hot-tempered, and drunken; the Musalmén,
Konkan, and Marétha musicians drink moderately; and the
Kéuarese musiciaus abstain. Ixcept the Tolangs, musicians as a
class are good-tempered, hospitable, and well-behaved, but thriftless.
Their manner is notably formal and respectful. They marry the
daaghters of prostitutes or orphan or destitute girls. = Kvon when
they are married they live in some corner of their sister’s or their
mothes’s house. Their widows do not become dancing-girls nor do
they remarry. Some of them become mistresses living with their
protectors and cease to belong to the dancing-girl caste. Bosides
the Saffard4iks there is a class of Bréhman music-masters who are
generally Konkanasths and are known as Pandits, Gavais, and
Vastddjis. They live in Brahman quarters and their oeccupation
in no way atlects their position as Brahmans. Xounkani Kalavants
when they pass tewples or the houses of Government officials, out
of respect untie the part of the robe called kdsta which they tuck
into the waistband behind. They also used to go and sing at the
house of the headman and Government officers, but except in some
of the neighbouring Native States this practice is falling into
disuse. Dancing-girls consider oilmen, barbers, Jingars or
saddle-makers, and washermon low, and unever perform at their
houses. The troop or ¢ifa includes one or 1wo or sometimes three
dancing-girls, two fiddlers, and one drummer. The dancing-girl
stands in front, and on either side of her stands a fiddler and behind
her the drummer. Konkani, Marathi, and Telangi dancing-girls
have priests, generally Deshasth, Konkanasth, and Xarhida
Bréhmans. Lingayat dancing-girls employ Jangams or ayyds and
Musalméin  dancing-girls employ the kdji. Konkani, Marathi, and
Telangi danecing-girls burn the dead. No priest goes with the body
and no religious ceremony is performed on the day of death.
On the third day relations and friends throw the ashes in water.
From the ninth to the twelfth day with the help of a priest balls
called pinds aro offered to the deccased. On the thirteenth day the
caste i3 given a dinner. Thoy mourn ten days. Ling4yats and
Musalméns bury the dead. Awong the Lingayats the ayya or priest
attends the funeral and before the body is buried tonches it with his
foot and is paid 2s. 6d. (Rs.1}). On the ithird and seventh days
the caste i3 feasted. Lingsyats observe no mourning. The
Musalméns ask the kiji to attend the funeral and he repeats verses
from the Kurdn after the body is buried. 'They feast the caste on
the ninth and eleventh days. Dancing-girls are religious.. Except
the Musalméns they worship all Hinda gods, and even Musalmén
girls sometimes worship Hindu gods and follow indu customs.
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They have no headman. Each section has its own board or council,
but they have no fixed rules for its guidance. When a dispute
arises one of the parties calls the elderly dancing-girls, who meet
in one of their houses and settle the matter. They do not send their
children to school but a few read and write Marathi and are well-
to-do, holding lards for services rendered to temples and to the
tombs of Musalman saints, .

Labourers and Miscellaneous Workers include seventeen
castes with a strength of 49,984 or €31 per centof the Hindu

population. The details are :
Bercavy LapovrerRs AND MISCELLANEOUS WORKERS.

CASTE. Males. [Females] Total. CasTE. Males. Females] Total.
Beldéirs ] se| ss0| 1602 | orvis wrs | 193] sne
Bhandaris . e9d 600 | 1204 || Korchars 120 164 293
Biadarus ... 18,649 | 18,628 ! 37,277 || Medars or Buruds| 544 &8 1092
Deshévals o270 9 500 || Rimoshig 92 75 167
Dombéirs . 418 598 | 1008 || Ravals ] 18 132 258
Golls or Gopéls ... 113 151 824 |i Bhikaris 14 15 29
Yigers ) 568 640 | 1208 || Vadars 20 107 197

1 Kaikadis 63 52 115
Kalils 25 23 48
Kotstis .osse 372 724 Total ..| 24,884 | 25,050 | 49,934

Belda'rs, or QuARRYMEN, witha strength of 1692, are found all over
the district. They are of Gujarét origin, and came into the district
from Sétéra in search of employment about sixty years ago. They
look like Kunbis. They can speak Mar4thi, but their home tongue
is Gujarati. Most of them live in thatched huts and a few in houses
with mud walls and tiled roofs. They keep bullocks, butfaloes, cows,
and dogs. Their staple food is Indian millet, rice, puise, and
vegetables. They never hold caste feasts except on the occasion of a
marriage. They eat fish, and when they can afford it the flesh of
goats, sheep, poultry, partridges, and wild game. The cost alone
prevents them from nsing animal food regularly. They smoke
tobacco and drink country und foreign liquor but not to excess. They
dress like Knnbis, wear the same ornaments, and the women mark
their brows with red-powder. They are not clean, neat, or honest, but
they are hardworking and orderly. They are quarrymen, sometimes
employing servants. Boys help their fathers from the age of sixteen.
The craft is hereditary, constant, and well paid. The meun work
from early morning fo evening, and the women look after the
house. Some burn and some bury their dead. They worship all
Hindu gods and pay special respect to Vithoba. — Their priests are
Deshasth and Karh4da Brahmans, whose help they seek at births,
marriages, comings of age, and deaths. They keep the nsual Hindu
bolidays. They believe in omens and in lucky and unlucky days
regarding which they consult Brdhmans. Their customs differ in
no poiut from those of Kunbis. They are bound together as a
body and settle social disputes by the opinion of the majority of the
castemen. They do not send their boys to school. They are free
from debt, and are a steady class. -

Bhanda'ris, or PaLu-1aPPERS, With a strength of 1294, are found

all over the district except in Sampgaon and Athni, Tkey came into
the district about sixty years ago from Rantdgiri in search of work.
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Their home speech is Mar4dthi. They live in good and neatly kept
houses with walls of mud and tiled roofs. They drink to excess.
Their staple food is Indian millet, pulse, and vegetables. They feast
the caste on marriagesand after deaths. Whenever they can afford it,
they eat fish, crabs, matton, poultry, hares, wild game, pigeons, and
partridges. They drink country and foreign liquor and palm-spirit.
They smoke tobaccs and some of them bemp-flower or gdnja. The
meu wear the monstache and sometimes the whiskers, but never the
beard. Their heads are shaved, except the top-knot, once a week.
The women wear their hair rolled in a ball ou the back of the head,

decking it with flowers, aud mixing it with false hair. A few of -

them are cleau and neat in their dress, but wmost are dirty. The
only peculiarity in the dress of women who have come from the

Konkan is that they draw the skirt of their robes back between their

feet. They are hardworking, even-tempered, and orderly. Some
of them are husbandmen and others messengers and constables. A
lad generally begius to earn his living about fifteen. Their women
help in weeding aud sowing and in selling milk and bitter. They
worship the usnal Hindu gods, Shiv being the chief objecv of their
adoration. Their priests are Deshasth and Karhdda Bréhmans to
whom they show great respect. They keep Hindu fasts and feasts,
and go on pilgrimage to Paudharpuar, Gokarn, and, if well-to-do, to
Benares. They believe in sorcery, witcheraft, soothsaying, omens,
- and lncky and unlucky days, and consult: Brahmans at the time of
birth or marriage or whenever they are in difficulty. Their customs
do not differ from those of Kunbis. They either bury or baru the
dead. They are bound together as a body, and settle social disputes
at meetings of the men of the caste. Some of themn send their
children to school. They take their girls away about twelve and
their hoys about fifteen. They attempt no new pursuits and are on
the whole a steady people.

Biadarus, or Borads, are retarned as numbering 37,280 and
&s scattered all over the district. They forin a distinet tribe cor-
responding to the Gujardt Kolis, the Khdndesh Bhils, and the Poona
Ramoshis. Pichhdpur about twenty miles north of Belgaum is
said to have formerly been a capital of the Berads and many villages
near Péchhdpur are occapied chiefly by Berads ; they are also found
near Satagati on the Belgaum-Poona road in the hills bordering
the Gbhatprabha. In former times they were much feared by
travellers whom they waylaid in hilly parts by rolling stones on
them from high ground near the roadside. Gangs of Berads still
occasionally waylay and rob the travellers. The common names
for meu are Balya, Bhima Hanmya, Lingya, and Shettya; and
for women Gangi, Lagmi, and Yelli. Their surnames are Basgalvar,
Gadaldavar, Gorla, Gujaldavar, Metkar, Metkuppi, Motmalnavar,
Mumudlavar, Ndgalnavar, and Phodenavar. Persons bearing the
same surname do not intermarry. Asg a class Berads are strong,
robust, and able to bear fatigue and hardship. Most of them are
dark, bué some are fair, clean, and tidy. Their home tongue is
Ksénarese; some of them live inside the villages in houses with
flat roofs and stone walls. and rear cattle. Others, in hilly tracts,
live in grass huts and do not vear amimals, Their staple food
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is millet bread or rice and pulse. They eat mutton, beef, pork,
domestic fowls, and wild game. They drink to excess. They have
no objection to eating with Musalméns. The higher classes of
Hiudus look- down on them and never associate with them. The
men wear a pair of light short trousers reaching a little below the
knee, a shirt and a headscarf or rumdl. The women wear a
backed bodice with short sleeves, and a robe whose skirt they do
not pasy between the feet. Berads, as a class, are simple in their
manners, civil and goodhumoured in their bearing, talkative, and
brave ; they are lazy, cunning, and eruel. They are clever thieves,
skilful in eluding search and hiding stolen property, and are much
feared by travellers. They steal cattle with such cleverness and
send the stolen animals such long distances, that the greatest energy
and caution often fail to find any trace of them. The owner has to
go and ask the Berad’s help, and if he promises a reward the animal
1s found and restored. Near Satagati if an animal is missing it is
almost sure to have fallen into the hands of the Berads. They are
said to cub its throat, hang its head down to the branch of a tree,
kindle a Jre underneath it, and with their wives and children feast
on its flesh. Though notorious thieves, the Berads are honest

guardians of public property. They are village watchmen,-

husbandmen, and labourers. Under the Peshwa the village of
Chikaddine about twelve miles north of Belganm was the centre of a

small Berad state. At the time of the British conquest of the country -

in 1817 they had a strong organization under a nitik or chief. Inthe
early years of British rule they caused some trouble, but were reduced
to order in 1820. They were still very unwilling to settle to regnlar
work and preferred to sublet their land even at a small rent rather
than be at the trouble of farming it. In 1829 there was a great
Bedar outbreak under a famous leader named Rajappa Sangoli. So
successful was he that for a time the fort of Belgaum was believed to
be in danger. Of late years they have become skilfal both as field
and as day labourers, hunters, and snarers. They have no family
priests. They believe in sorcery, witchcraft, and scothsaying. They
worship all loéal deities, especially Yellamma and M4ruti, and
consult Brdhmans. Their chief ceremonial oceasions are birth-
naming, hair-cutting, coming of age, marriage, and death. On none
of these occasions is a Brahman called to officiate. On the fifth day
after the birth of a'child they worship the goddess Pachvi and feast
three or four relations. On the twelfth or nineteenth day the
elders choose a name generally either of a deceased relation, or of
one of the gods, lay the child in a cradle, repeat its name three times,
the women sing scngs, and a few relations are feasted. When a
male or a female child is a year old the maternal uncle cuts five
hairs with a pair of scissors and asks the barber to cut the rest. A
girl is married before she comes of age ; the bridegroom, in company
with relations, goes to the bride’s at the time fixed by the village
Brdhman ; the bride is led by her maternsal uncle fo where the
marriage party are met; the couple are seated on a mattress face
to face, and a cloth is held between them ; the elders throw grains
of rico over their heads, and they are husband and wife. The
next day the married pair go to *he village temple accompanied by

R
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relations and music. They stand outside of the bnilding, give a
cucoanut, betel-leaves, and a } anna (§d.) to the temple ministrant,
bow to the god, return to the bride’s house, distribute sugar to the
guests and give a feast to near relations. Polygamy and widow
marriage are allowed and practised. When a girl comes of age she
keeps aloof for three days. On the fourth day she bathes, when if
the huasband is well.to-do, he gives her a new robe and bodice, and
a married woman fills her lap with rice, betelnut, and a cocoanut.
A few burn, but most bury their dead. The dying person is laid in
the centre of the' house with the head towards the north. When
life is gone the body is bathed, shrouded in a new cloth, and carried
to the burning ground. A Mhér always goes with the body and is
pard 134. (1 anna). On the twelfth day the chief mourper brings water
from the village Brahman, sprinkles it in the house, and, if the
deceased was married, a silver plate impressed with the deceased’s
figure is bought from a goldsmith for 6d. or 1s. (annas 4 or8). On
the thirteenth duy the relations of the deceased worship the silver
plate which is kept in the house and worshipped once in a year.
They are bound together as a body. Their social disputes wre settled
at meetings of the caste under an hereditary headman called nadigye.
They do not send their boys to school.

Desha’vals, with a strength of 500, are found in ‘Belgaum,
Parasgad, and Athni. They came into the district from Bangalor
about sixty years ago. They live in small houses with walls of mad
and tiled roof ; and keep cows, goats, dogs, and poultry. Their home
speech is Telugu. Their staple food is wheat or Indian millet bread,
rice pulse, and vegetables. They eat fish, mutton, and poultry, but
there is a caste rule against eating animal food daily. They are
great drunkards, using both country and foreign Liquor. They
smoke tobacco and some of them hemp-flower or ginja, eat opium,
and mdjum an inebriating preparation of bhdng mized with sugar
and spices and formed into cakes. The men wear the top-knot and
moustache ; and the women tie the hair in & bunch on the right side
of the head without using either flowers or false hair. The men
wear the loincloth, headscarf or rumdl, waistcloth, coat, shirt,
and shouldercloth ; and the women the shortsleeved bodice and a
robe the skirt-corner of which they pass between the feet and draw
the other end over the left shoulder. They are neither neat nor clean
in their dress, and use both country-made and Eurupean cloth,
They bake and sell loaves, biscuits, and ginger-bread, the women
and children helping in their calling. They worship the ordinary
Brahmanic gods and have the greatest respect for Mahddev. Their

household god is Venkoba and they are the priests of Naidus and -

Mudlidrs. Their priests are Deshasth Brshmans, whom they eall to
conduct their chief ceremonies such as birth, marriage, puberty, and
death. They have no teacher or gury, and make no pilgrimages.
They believe in soothsaying, omens, and lucky and unlucky days.
They bury their dead, and their customs do not differ from those of
the Ndidus. They are bound together as a body, and settle ‘social
disputes according to the opinion of the majority of the caste people.
They sc nd their boys to school and teach them Telugu and Mar4thi.
Their craft is poorly paid, and is declining. ‘
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Domba'rs, with a strength of 1006, are found throughout the
district. Tumblers, rope-dancers, and gymnasts are called Dombérs.
They are divided into Vile or Véliar that is Holia also called Mhér
Dombérs, Gopalgani Dombérs who perform feats on gopdlganis or
long bamboo poles, and Musalmén Dombérs. These three classes

“have no subdivisions and no snrnames. They do not intermarry or

eat together. The Vale Dombérs speak K4narese, the Gopélganis
Maréthi, and the Musalméod’ Hindusténi. The men are generally
hardworking and good-tempered, thongh mnot sober. The
Gopélganis are clean, neat, and well-behaved, and the Vile women are
thieves. The Gopélganis, besides performing rope-dancing and
other athletic feats, amuse the’people by buffoonsry. Two bamboos
ten or twelve feet long are set up some sixteen foet apart and a
strong rope is tied to their tops. On this they dance and while
dancing keep making ‘ludicrous remarks like buffoons in theatres.
They are excellent stilt-walkers and also perform feats of strength
on the ground. The Gopélgani women are expert prostitutes
persuading people to visit them and to pay them well.” For this
purpose good-looking girls are set apart and called sonchedis or
golden daughters. The Véles make combs and other articles of horn
and hide which the women hawk from house to house, losing no
chance of pilfering anything they can lay their hands on. Like the
Gopélganis the Musalmén Dombérs earn their living by performing
athletic feats and by begging. When they beg they are
accompanied by their women who dance and sing, and both women
and children take part ir performing athletic feats. Sometimes -
they go begging from door to door, one beating a drom or daf,
and the other playing the one-stringed fiddle called tuntune. The
women also make bamboo sieves and barter them for old clothes.
Dombérs watder from place to place stopping outside the villages
in small huts of straw matting supported by bamboo sticks which
they carry with them wherever they go. They halt during the rains
wherever they happen to be when the rain begins. They rear no
domestic animals except some asses which carry their mat huts and
their gear. They eat the flesh of cows, buffaloes, goats, sheep, deer,
and hogs; but not of horses, nilgdis, lizards, serpents, porcupines,
asses, or monkeys. The men wear short tight trousers and wrap
a long cloth round the loins. They ocecasionally wear a waistcloth,
The golden girls of the Gopslganis
who are set apart as courtezans have a silk-bordered robe and
bodice, deck their hair with flowers, and wear gold and silver
ornaments on the head, ear, mose, neck, arms, and feet like those
worn by dancing-girls. The dress of the rest of the women is poor
and coarse. In the morning the men teach their children athletic
exercises and to sing songs, and then perform from two till' sunset.
The women, after setting apart some food for the evening, go. about
begging and pilfering. They marry their girls at any age, the.
husband having to pay a sum of money to the girl’s parentg. Some
of the men have more wives than one and live on their wives’
earnings as courtezans. 'They bury their dead. Hindu Dombérs
worship Yelloba and Yellamma, and Musalmén Dombé4ris reverence
Pirs, ey have no class organization. Each family roams by
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itself careful to avoid others lest they should spoil each other’s
prospects. The Gopslganis are- well-to-do, but the Viles are
extremely poor. They do not send their boys to school or take to
new pursuits. On the whole they are a falling people.

Golls or Gopals, with a strength of 324, are found only in
Sampgaon and in Athni. They are a waadering people from Madras
whose home speech is Telagu. They ave dark and middle-sized with
long faces, thick lips, gaunt cheeks, and long necks. The men wear
the top-kuot, moustache, and whiskers, and a few the beard. They
live in thatched huts and keep dogs. Their staple food is Indian
millet bread, pulse, and vegetables. ‘Their only caste feasts are in
honour of marriages. They eat fish and the flesh of sheep, goats,
the hare, domestic fowls and wild game. They drink palm-
spirits. Most smoke tobacco and some hemp-flower or gdnja.
They dress and wear ornaments like Kunbis. They prepare
meédicines from metals and from forest plants. Some of them are
clever at drawing out guineaworms with a needle and at cupping.
Their women and children weave mats and sell them in the local
markets. Seme of them are beggars. They respect Brdhmans and
call them to their marriages. They worship the ordinary Brihman
gods and have the greatest respect for Méruti, whose image, along
with those of Venkoba, Narsoba, and Yellamma, they keep in their
houses. They have no spiritual teacher or guru, and believe in
lacky and unlucky days. On the birth of a child they worship the
goddess Péchvi or the spirit of the fifth, and name their children
on the ninth. Their boys are shaved for the first time in presence
of the village M4ruti. Their marriage customs do not differ from
those of the Kunbis. They bury their dead and mourn-for five
weeks, when they call a Jangam or Lingdyat priest who makes
them pure by ringing a bell and blowing a conch-shell. For this
he is given uncooked food or shidha. They have a caste organi-
zation and settle their social disputes at meetings of the castemen.
Some of them earn enough to maintain themselves and their
families decently and a few lay by a little. They do not send their
boys to school and are a steady class.

Ilgers or Shindiga'rs, with a strength of 1208, are found
in all large villages of the district exceptin Khédndpur. They
are chiefly found in the villages and towns near which fan-leaf or
tdd palms and wild date-palms grow. They say they came into the
district about a hundred years ago from Belldri in Madras in search
of work. Their home tongue is Kénarese, but in Chikodi, Athni,
and Belgaum they speak Marithi out of doors. They look like
Lingdyats, and are dark, strong, and muscular. Most of them live in
houses of the better class, with walls of brick or mud, and tiled roofs.
Their staple food, is wheat and Indian millet bread, rice, pulse, milk,
butter, curds, and vegetables. They eat fish and the flesh of goats,
sheep, deer, hare, and domestic fowls. They do not sacrifice the
animai before eating it. They do not drink country or foreign liquor,
not even fresh palm-juice, neither do they smoke tobacco or any other
drug. They:dress like Lingdyats and wear the same ornaments. They
are not clean, but they are hardworking, sober, thrifty, even-terspered,
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hospitable, and well-behaved. They arc drawers and sellers of palm-
juice. Boys begin to earn a living when they are about fourteen.
Some of them are moneylenders and one contracts to supply bread
to the Belgaum troops. Some are over-holders, some under-holders,
and some field-labourers, but none are skilful husbandmen. The
women help the men in sowing and weeding. Their religion and
customs do not differ from these of the Mardthds. Their priests, who
are Karhdda Brdhmans, officiate at their houses at birth, marriage,
comiug of age, and death ceremonies. They worship the usual
Brdhmanic gods, and have the greatest respect for Vithoba. They
bury their dead. They havg a caste organization. They do not

. send their boys to school. Swmce they came into the district they

have improved the palm-juice trade, and made money. They are well
paid and prosperous.

Kaika'dis, with a strength of 115, are found in Chikodi, Gokdk,
and Athuni. The men wear the top-knot and moustache, and the women
tie theiv hair in & knot without using false hair or flowers. They
live either in honses with mud walls and tiled roofs or in thatched
huts. They rear bullocks, buffaloes, donkeys, and dogs, and their
every-day food is Indian millet bread and vegetables. No one buf
Mhérs eat from their hands. They eat fish, the flesh of sheep,
goats, pigs, hare, deer, partridges, and fowls. They are fond of
drinking both country and foreign liquor, and smoke tobacco and
bemp-flower or gdnja. 'Their habits are dirty and untidy. The
men roll a piece of cloth round the loins and another round the head,
and draw a third over the shoulders. Their women wear a robe
without passing the end between the feet; they seldom wear a
bodice. They make baskets of the wild date leaves and some are
husbandmen under-holders or field-labourers. A1l have a bad name
as robbers and houscbreakers. They worship all Hindu gods, honour
Yellamma as theirhouse goddess, and reverence Mnhammadan saints.
They consult village Brahmans as to their children’s names, but do
not call them to their marriages. The boy and girl are rubbed with
turmeric at their houses, a caste feast is given with plenty of liquor,
and the parents of the girl tie the hem of the girl’s robe to the boy’s
waistcloth, and the boy and girl are husband and wife. The
marriage agreement has the unusual condition that the son-in-law
must live with his wife’s family and help to support them nntil his
wife has given birth to three children. If he separates from his
wife by mutual consent, he bas to make an allowance to his wife’s
parents. Kaikddis have no headman and settle dispates by a
committee of four or five members of the caste. They do not send
their boys to school or take to new pursuits. They are a poor class.

Kala'ls, or Liquor-sELLERs, with a strength of forty-eight, are found
in large villages and towns throughout the digtrict. They are
generally fair and goodlooking. Themen wear the topknot, moustache,
and whiskers, but no beard, The women braid their hair behind, but
do not deck it with flowers or wear false hair. They speak Kénarese.
Most of them live in houses with tiled roofs. The men dress like
Lingdyats in a headscarf rumdl, waistcloth, coat, and shoulderdloth ;
and the women in the robe and bodice. The men wear the sacred
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thread. They eat fish and the flesh of sheep, goats, the hare, and
domestic fowls, provided they are slaughtered by a Musalmén priest
or mulla. If there is no available priest a Kalil slaughters the
animal himself, washing his hands and mouth and repeating some
words from the Kurdn. Their hereditary calling is to make
and sell liquor, but since 181, when a central or sadar distillery
was established at Belgaum, their calling has been confired to the
sale of liquor prepared at the distilfery. They also work as
labourers and cultivate, though as caltivators they do not show
much skill. Their women work in the fields and as day-labourers.
They worship Shiv, Vishnu, and Méruti, and show much respect
to their priests who are Deshasth, sKonkanasth; and Karhdda
Bréhmans. 'Their marriage and death ceremonies are the same as
those of Kunbis. Their marriages last three days. On the first
day castemen are feasted and the bride and bridegroom are rubbed
with turmeric. The next day the bridegroom goes to the bride’s
house and is seated on a blanket. A cloth is held between them
and the priest repeats verses and at’the end throws grains of rico
over their heads, and they are husband and wife. Packets of
betelnut and leaves are handed round, and the guests retire. On
the second evening the boy walks with the girl to his house
accompanied by music and friends and relations. At his house the
goddess Lakshmi is worshipped. On the third day a castefeast
is-given. On the first day after a death 2s. to 4s. (Rs.1-2) are
spent in preparing the pile, in buying flowers which are thrown
over the body, and in buying clothes for the corpse. On the third
day sons, brothers, and other near male relations go to the burning
ground, sprinkle milk over and round the ashes, take the ashes to
some river, and throw them into the water. On their return such alms
as they can afford are given to the poor. On the twelfth or thirteenth
day a dinner is given to near relations and friends. A Brihman
priest attends only on the twelfth day and gets cash or dakshina and
uncooked food or shidha. They practise child marriage and polygamy;
' widow marriage is forbidden and polyandry is nnknown. Their
caste rules allow them to spin wool in a spindle but not to spin
cotton, 1f they touch quilt patch-work they have to bathe. They
have no prie-t of their own, but they generally call Brdhman priests
to their marriages. They do not go on pilgrimage. Under the new
excise system they have become little more than the servants of tho
contractor. They borrow to meet special expenses. They have no
headman and settle social disputes by the opinion of a majority of
the castemen. They send their boys to school but only till they
can read and write a little. Their condition is at present somewhat
depressed.

Kola'tis, with a strength of 724, are found only in Chikodi. They
are divided into pure and impure Koldiis who do notb eat together
or intermarry. 'They speak a mixture of Mar4dthi and Hindusténi,
and are intelligent, slight, and active, of fair complexion, with dark
eyes, and short-cut black hair. The men wear the top-knot, the
moustache, the beard, and whiskers ; and the women tie the hair in
a knot behind the head. They generally live outside of villages and
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move from place to place, carrying long low mat huts, nicknamed

Lidi-mahals or straw-halls. They live together in small groups of

four or five families. They keep donkeys which they use m

travelling from place to place. Their staple food is Indian millet

bread and vegetables. They eat fish, crabs, mntton, domestic fowls,

pigs, deer, hare, and partridges. They drink both country and

foreign liquor and palm-juice. All smoke tobacco and some hemp-

flower or génja. Their dress is untidy and dirty. The men wear

a small twisted turban, a rough shouldercloth, and short tight

trousers ; the women wear a shortsleeved bodice and a robe whose

skirt corner is passed back between the feet. They are tumblers anud

rope-dancers, and live by begging. Their social position is as low

as that of Mhdrs. They worship, the ordinary Hindu gods but

Hanumén is their chief object of worship ; their family deities are

Khandoba and Mari. They believe in ghosts and spirits. When she

comes of age every Kol4ti girl is called on to choose between marriage

and prostitution. If she prefers marriage she is jealously watched .
and is usnally well-behaved. If she choose prostitution and .
tumbling, her parents havo to call a caste couneil and get their
leave and give a feast. She is then at liberty to follow the calling.
The children of unmarried Kol4ti women are admitted to the full
privileges of the caste. They are an intelligent class anxious to
rise from their position.

Korvis, with a strength of 8710, are found over the whole district
except in Kndndpur. They are divided into Sanddis, Konchis, Advis
or Kal Kaik4dis, and Modi Korvis. The San4dis are considered the
highest subdivision of Korvis and neither eat nor marry with the
others. They are strong and dark, the women being a little fairer
than the men. The men wear {he top-knot, the moustache, and
whiskers, Their home tongue is Telugu mixed with Tamil, in
which three-fourths of the words are K4narese. They are dirty,
cruel, idle, given to thieving and drinking; and their women are
prostitutes. They are musicians and makers of baskets, cornbins,
slings, and grass ropes. They do not cultivate. [The Modis or
sorcerers play on a pipe called pungi and make baskets; and the
Konchis catch and sell peacocks and partridges. The Advis enter
villages during the day under pretence of selling’ brooms and
baskets. They find a good house to rob, and at night return and
carry off clothes, vessels, ornaments, or cattle. The Advi women are
also thieves. They frequent villages on the pretence of begging
and rob by day in regular gangs headed by a fomale leader called
jamdddrin. Hach gang is provided with a bunch of keys and pick-
locks. When they see a locked house in an nnfrequented lane, one
of them stands in front of the door, as if begging alms. The
jamdddrin picks the locks and the vest are posted round watching.
‘When the leader comes out with the booty she locks the door, and
they all walk away. Should any one happen to pass while the
leader is in the honse, the woman at the door produces a silver coin
and asks the man if the coin is good. She then begins to dispute
with him, and laying hold of him calls to her comrades that the man
bas abused her or taking liberties with her. One woman after

~
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another rans up and they jostle the man away from the door,
‘When a number of people have gathered the leader escapes with
the booty. Again,an old woman will go from house to house
pretending to be a fortune-teller. If she finds a house with no one
in it but a single woman she flatters and astonishes the housewife
by telling the chief events in the housewife’s life, how many
children she has, and how many more are coming. - When the woman
of the house is satisfied that the Advi woman has saperhuman
powers she allows the witeh to cover her face with her robe and
shuts her eyes while the Advi woman breathes on them and blows
in her ears and sits muttering charms. Meanwhile one or two of
ber friends who have been lurking close by, walk into the house
and carry away whatever they can lay their hands on. When they
have left the house the woman’s face is uncovered, and the Advi
woman takes her presents and leaves her dnpe to find out that her
house has been robbed. Such of the Korvis as have given up a
wandering life live either in or outside of villages in small honses
cither with thatched or tiled roofs. They rear pigs and fowls.
 While travelling they carry straw mats which with the-help of a
few sticks they make into huts. They keep dogs and asses to
watch and carry their goods. Except cows, horses, rats, and dead
animals, thoy eat most kinds of flesh and drink liquor. Their
staple food is Indian millet. On fast days they prepare cakes or
. polig and rice like other Hindns, They dress like low-caste Hindus,
generally in dirty clothes. Their women wear a bodice and a robe.
The Modis orsorcerers wear a long coat, a pair of breeches, and a
turban with some feathers fastened to it. szl-to-do women Wear
a nosering or mukra of gold, and silver rings or #olbundis above
the elbows. Except a coil of black beads round the neck and glass
bangles, a poor woman wears no ornaments. On the fifth day after

a birth the goddess Pichvi is worshipped, and the child is named

on the twelfth, the name heing given by aun astrologer. All
children have their heads shaved before they are a year old. They
have no rule that a girl shonld be married before she comes of age.
The betrothal is settled by the payment of 8s. (Rs. 4) to.the girl’s
father in presence of relations and friends. Shortly before the
marrisge day a second sum called makhdr of not less than £3 (Rs. 30)
is given to the girl’s father. Three days before the marriage the
boy and girl are rubbed with turmerie at their homes and instead of
rrd-powder or kunku a mixture of tnrmeric and cement is rubbed on
their brows. A cocoanut wrapped in a piece of cloth is tied to the
b.y’s right and a three-cornered piece of cloth called pdl is set up
a3 a canopy in front of the boy’s house. On the wedding-day the
boy goes with his relations and friends to the girl’a house and sits
by the girl surrounded by women. Neither widows nor widowers
are allowed to enter the house The boy’s and girl’s hands are
joined, and two married women, one a relation of the boy, the other
of the girl, ask the elder women present whether they agree to the
mar- _e. When they state that they are willing, the musicians

lay the marriage song and the ceremony is completed. Then the

-y and girl sit facing each other and they feed one another with

weetened rice and the rest of the rice is given to gnests whose
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Grst wives or husbands are alive. The boy takes the girl to his
honse and feasts the caste with meat and liquor. A widow who
has danghters may not marry until all the girls are married ; a
widow who has sons can never marry. Korvis, as a rale, bury the
dead, but they burn a woman who dies within ten days after child-
birth. Their death ceremonies are like those of low-caste, Hiudus.
The only peculiarity is that two near relations or friends are chosen
to be corpse-bearers and after the funeral remain in the house for
three days. On the third day the ashes of the dead are gathered
and thrown into a river or pond. After bathing the two beavers
and a party of caste people are feasted and are then free to go
where they please. The gods of the Korvis are M4ruti, Yellamma,
Huligeva, Mailar, Basdps, and Margav_or Lakshmi. They believe
and worship all other Hindu gods -and goddesses. Their priests
are ordinary Bréhmans. They fast on Saturdays and observe
Fddva in April and Ndg-panchmi in August as holidays. They go
on pilgrimage to Huligeva in the Nizdm’s dominions, to the shrine

of Yellamma at Saundatti, and to a Musalmén saint’s tomb at - -

Yamanue, Her mouthly sickness is not thought to make a woman
unclean. Though the Korvis hold a very low social position high-
caste Hindns do not consider that their touch defiles. The Sanddis
bave a headman of the T4mil caste whom they term shelt or
mahdnandi. The other subdivisions settle social disputes af
meetings of the men of the caste. Among the Korvis if a woman
is found guilty of adultery or of any other serious crime she is put
out of caste and not allowed back until she passes through the
following ordeal : Three stakes of Indian millet are set on the
ground their tops touching. The woman is made to stand under
them and they are set on fire. Then her tongue is branded with a
piece of heated gold. After all these rites have been performed she
is clean aud fit to come back into caste. The Korvis do not send
their boys to school. They are a very poor class, many of them
living entirely on alms.

Korchars, with a strength of 293, are found in Belgaum and
Gokdk. They are black, strong, and well-made, and look like Korvis.
Their expression is lively, the nose high, the cheeks round, and the
bair lank. The men wear a top-knot, moustache, and whiskers ; and
the women tie their hair in & knot on the right side. Their home
tongue is Tamil ; out of doors they speak Hindust4ni. They live
in small dirty and untidy houses with walls of mud and tiled roofs.
Their staple food is'Indian millet bread, pulse, and vegetables.
They eat fish and the flesh of goats, sheep, fowls, and game. They
are given to drink, using both country and foreign spirits and palm-
juice. All smoke tobacco and some smoke hemp-flowers or gdinja.
The men wear & headscarf, s short coat and waistcoat,and & waist and
ghouldercloth; the womeu wear a shortsleeved bodice and a robe
whose skirt-corner is not passed back between the feet. Some ave
day-labourers, while others are hunters or shikiris. They eat from
Mar4thés, and Mardthds eat from them. They are hardworking,
but not honest, sober, Jr thrifty. The men go hunting or work as
labourers, and the women earn something by tattooing. They



Karndtak.}
BELGAUM. 173

worship the usual Brdhmanic gods and have the greatest respect
for Mdruti. Their family goddess is Durgamma and their family
priests are Brahmavs whom they call to conduct their marriage,
age-coming, and death ceremonies. They observe the regular
Hindu holidays. They have no religions teacher or guru. They
believe in soothsaying, omens, and lucky and nnlucky days, and
consult Deshasth Swdrt Brdhmans at the time of birth and
marringes and when in difficulty. 'They name the child on the
twelfth day after birth and give a dmner, most of the guests being
women. Their marriage ceremouies last two days. On the firsh
day they rub the bride and bridegroom with turmeric and oil, and
on the second day a Brdhman conducts the marriage cerewony.
A cloth is held between the boy and girl, verses are repeated, and
the ceremony is cowpleted by throwing rice over their heads. On
the third day a feast is held at both the boy’s and the girl’s. They
bury their dead, and give a feast on the thirteenth day to relations
and castemen inclading the four bier-bearers. They allow widow
marriage. They are boond together as a body and settle their
social disputes according to the opinion of the majority of the
castemen. They neither send their children to school, nor take to
n°w pursuits. They are very poor.

Medars or Buruds, Worgurs 1n Bausno, with a strength
of 1092, are found over the whole district, chiefly in large villages
and towns. They claim descent from one Kyataya, a Lingdyat, to
which sect they say they formerly belonged and lost their position
from eating and drinking in Shudras’ houses during a famine. The
Meddrs do not now wear the lingy. They have no subdivisions.
The men are” dark, strongly made, and regular-featured; the
women are a little fairer than the men. The men wear the
top-knot and moustache, and sometimes the beard and whiskers.
Tae women coil their hair in a kuot and tie it with a woollen
string or mandidhar. Their home tongue is Kinarese. They are
hardworking and hospitable but extruvagant and drunken. They
make bamboo baskets and blinds. They seldom cultivate ; many of
them trade in bamboo. As a labourer a Meddr mun earns nbout
6d. (4a~) a day. - Their women are equally hardworking, and besides
minding the house plait baskets and matting. A man wears a
tarban or headscarf, a waistcoat, short pantaloous or chadis, and
sometimes a shouldercloth and shoes or chapals. The women wear
a robe and a bodice. They eat fish and flsh and diink liquor,
Their every<day meal consists of Indian millet bread and vege-
tables, a few eating rice. They worship the goddess Péchvi on the
fifth day after child-birth and name it on the thirteenth. They
shave the child’s hair for the first time before it is two years old
and throw the hair into theriver. Med4rs allow widow marriage,
the children of the first husbard being left to his relations. A
woman who marries a second husband is considered impure and is
not allowed to take part in religious ceremonies.. The Medérs bnry
and do not burn their dead. The Chalvddi, who carries a bell in
front of the Lingdyats’ funerals, heads their burial parties. Before
t* dead is carried to the burying ground a Lingdyat ayya sets his
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right foot on the head of the corpse. The priest’s footis worshipped
by the relations of the dead, washed, ‘and the water poured into the
corpse’s mouth to wash away its sins. Hxcept this the Meddrs
observe no Lingéyat customs. They mourn the dead for ten days
and perform the funeral ceremonies or shrdddh from the eleventh
to the thirteenth day. They worship Shiv, Basavana, Yellamma,
and other Hindu gods. They keep in their Louses and worship

“gilver or brass images of their ancestors. They call Brdhmans to

their houses to perform all religious ceremonies except funerals
which are conducted by Lingdyat priests. Like Konkan and Deccan
bamboo-workers the Meddrs are not held unclean. They have a
caste organization, Their headmen who are called gauda and
chavga belong to their own caste and with the help of the caste
people, settle social disputes. The two headmen are paid certain
foes on marriage and other joyful occasions and no marriage contract
is settled without their consent. Med4rs are not scrimped for food
or clothing, earning enough to keep themselves and their families,
but not saving enough to meet marriage and other special expenses.
Many ha.e to borrow and are in debt.  They do not send their boys
to school or take to new pursuits, and are not a risin class,
Ra’moshis, with a strength of 167, are found in Beigaum, Samp-
gaon, Chikodi, Athni, and Gokdk. According to their own story they
are of the same caste as the Berads with whom they eat but do not
marry. They have no subdivisions. Their surnames are Andil and
Banni, and families bearing the same surname cannot intermarry.
They look like Kunbis. The men, who wear the top-knot, moustache,
and whiskers, are dark, strong, and regular featured. Their home
speech is Kdnarese. A comparatively well-to-do Rbmoshi has a

. house with three rooms, the back room for cattle, the middle room

for the women and for dining and sleeping, and the front room for
men and visitors. FExcept six or seven brass and several earthen
vessels, they have few household goods. They keep cows, bullocks,
buffaloes, and dogs. . Their staple food is Indian mallet, rice, pulse,
and vegetables. They eat fish and the flesh of goats, sheep, fowls,
and buffaloes. Their use of animal food is not limited to sacrificial
or other great occasions; if they could afford it they would eat
meat regularly. They drink both country and foreign liquorand
eat opium ; almost all” smoke tobacco and some smoke hemp-flower.

The men dress like Kunbis in a headscarf, shouldercloth,and waist-

cloth, but their clothes are dirty and untidy. The women wear &
shortsleeved bodice and the robe without passing the end back
between the feet. They are quarrelsome and given to drink. They
make their living as watchmen, husbandmen, and labourers, and
some of them are robbers. They grow ndchni and vari with the
help of their women. Field-workers are paid eitherin grain orin cash,
at t‘ixe rate of 3d. (2 as.) a day. Their work is steady, but most of
them borrow to meet special expenses, and as they have generally

. to pay as much as twenty-four per cent interest many of them are-

involved in debt. They do not respect Bréhmans nor Al them to
condact their ceremonies. Their family goddessis Yedeva and they
have the greatest respect for Maruti. Th? worship their deeesed’
ancestors as well as the cobra or ndg, bolding it sacred and neve
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destroying it. They keep no images in their houges. Their priests
are Lingdyat Jangams who perform their birth, marriage, and death
ceremonies. They make no pilgrimages and except their Jangams
have no religious head or guru. When a child is born they give a
Jangam 3d. (} anna) and agk him to name the child. The Jangam
asks the name of the child’s ancestors and after consulting his
almanac tells them by what name to call the child. They have no
betrothal or puberty ceremonies. The marriage age for girls varies
from five to ten, and for boys from ten to twenty. When his first
wife is barren, a man may take a second or even a third wife.
But if he has children by his first wife he seldom marries again
during her lifetime. They allow and practise widow marriage.
There is a rule that if a man suspects his wife of unfaithfulness,
withthe consent of the caste he may divorce her. They bury their
dead. Nothing is spent on the burial of the unmarried, but in
memory of the married dead, whether men or women, a caste feast
is given on the thirteenth day after death. They are bound
together as a body and settle caste disputes at meetings of the adult
male members. They do not send their boys to school.

Ra'vals, with a strength of 258, are found all over the district.
- They are divided into R4vulndths and Padamroti Révals who neither
eat together nor intermarcy. Both divisions look like Marsthds and
speak Margthi at home. They live in small houses with walls of mud
and tiled roofs. They keep cows, bullocks, goats, and fowls, and are
temperate in eating and drinking. Their staple food is rice, Indian
millet, pulse, and vegetables, but they do not object to eat fish or
flesh or to drink liquor. They smoke tobacco and hemp-flowers.
The men wear a headscarf or rumdl, a coat, a shirt, & waist-
cloth, and a shouldercloth ; and the women a shortsleeved bodice
and a robe or lugade whose end is not drawn back between the
feet. They are hardworking, sober, and thrifty, but dirty. They
are messengers, weavers, landholders, field-workers, and beggars.
They weave coarse robes or sddis which they sell to shopkeepers,
their women helping them in their work. They are not skilful
husbandmen. Their women help them in weeding and sowing, and
their children in looking after the cattle. They sell milk, butter,
and eurds. They worship the ordinary Brahman gods, and have
the greatest respect for Mahddev. Their priests are Deshasth
Bréhmans whom they call to conduct their birth, marriage,
puberty, and death ceremonies. They do not make pilgrimages,
and have no religious guide or gurw. They believe in soothsaying
and lucky and unlucky days and consult the ordinary Brahmans
ab the time of birth and marriage or whenever they are in difficulty.
Their customs do not differ from those of Kunbis. ~ They bury their
dead and allow widow marriage. They are bound together as a
body and their social disputes are settled at meetings of the adult
males of the caste. A few send their boys to school. As a class
they are fairly prosperous.
Shika'ris or HunrErs, also called Pérdhis or Snarers, with a
strenth uf thirty, are a wandering tribe who seem to be the same as
he Gujardt Vighris. Their home tongue is Gujarsti, They are
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divided into Mir or noble Shikéris, Haranpsrdhis or deer-hunters,
and Korchers or basket-makers. These divisions neither eat together
nor intermarry. They have no surnames. They are dark, dirty, and
thin. The men allow the hairto grow like a woman’s hair and wear
the mousitache and beard They ere birl-catchers, hardworking,
gober, aud such skilful whistle-players that the birds gather round
them. They also catch them withnets. The bads they generally
cutch are peafowl, partridges, rock-quail, and parrots. The quail are
taught to fight and the parrots to speak. The Haranpardhis catch
deer by throwing Jarge nets over them or disabling them with sticks.
They gell the young deer and the skins of the old ones. Some
carry matchlocks, swords, and spears, aud hunt large game. They
are also gang-robbers. When 1n towas and villages selling game
they try to tind a suitable place for a robbery. They commit bur.
glaries, rob fields, aud steal when the chance offers. The Korchers,
besides hunting and robbing, work us basket-makers. They eab
deer, fowls, goats, sheep, hares, hogs, peacocks, partridges, and quails,
and almost all feathered gamne, bat not cows, buffaloes, horses, asses,
rats, cats, monkeys, nilydis, porcupines, lizards, or serpents. 'They
driuk liquor and smoke tobacco and hemp-flower. They wear a
Ioincloth, a headscarf, and a bodycloth. The womern wear the
robe and bodice, glass bangles, and brass earrings. ‘They live in
bamboo huts seven feet by four and five feet high with walls and
glanting roofs of straw matting which they roll up and carry off in
a fow minutes. In the fair season they generully live near hills in
clusters of about a dozen huts. When overtaken by rain they take
ghelter in the nearest village. On the fifth day after the birth of a
child the goddess Satvéi is worshipped and & feast is given to the
caste to satisfy the goddess. A. Deshasth Brihman gives the child
aname. 1f the child is a boy the mother should keep the house for
three and if it is a girl for two months. In practice the confine...nt
seldom lasts for more than a month. At the end of the three
mmouths in the case of a boy or of the two months in the crse of a
girl a feast is given to the caste. Until this feast is given the
mother i considered impure and is not allowed to join in any
ceremony such as a mariage. On the day the child is vamed a
feast is held. 'The child is laid in its mother’s lap, songs are
sung, and the child is named by a Deshasth Brédhman and sugar
is handed to the guests. They marry their girls at any age. The
boy’s father has to give the girl’s father £4 (Rs.40) in cash. If
his father cannot pay the amount the bridegroom has to serve in his
father-in-law’s house for a stated period. Their marriages are
performed by Deshasth Bréhmans and the festivities last for two
or three days according to the parents’ means. On the first day
the boy and girl are rubbed with turmeric and a dinner is given in
honour of the family gods. On the second day the pair are seated
on a blanket, the piiest repeats verses and at the end throws grains
of rice over their heads and they are husband and wife. 'They aru
{aken to bow before the village god and a feast is given by both
the fathers. 'They bury the dead and mourn twelve days and end
with a caste feast. They allow widow marriage. Their chief objo.te
of worship are Takshmi, Durgava, and Dydimava. They respect
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Brihmans. - They do not go on pilgrimage and have no spiritual
head. They have a caste organization and decide social disputes at
meetings of the castemen. They do nob send their boys to school
or take to new pursuits. They are a poverty-stricken class, with an
uncertain and poorly paid caling. They are generally dressed in
rags and are sometimes scrimped for food. :

Vadars, er Diagers, are a wandering tribe, retnrned as number-
ing 197 and as found over the whole district. They are divided into
Bhoj-Vadars who hold aloof from the rest, Kal-Vadars, Man-Vadars,
and Bhandi-Vadars who eat together and intermarry. They are
dark with regular featares, high noses, thin lips, and long necks, and
arc strongly made. They speak a mixture of Telugu and K4narese.
The men are hardworking but thriftless and given to drink, and
their wives are hardworking and well-behaved. Bhoj-Vadars pre-
pare and -sell charcoal and cement. Kal-Vadars are stone-catters ;
Man-Vadars are diggers, and Bhandi-Vadars are cartmen. They also
prepare corn handmills. They rear asses, sell pickaxes and shovels,
and build mud, walls. Formerly all were phinderers, robbing both
by day and might. Bhoj-Vadars live in small thatched houses,
and the other divisions live in bamboo and wat huts about three and
half feet high, three broad, and six or soven feet long. 'They
keep buffaloes, asses, and fowls, and, except beef, oat all animal food
including serpents and rats. They drink liquor and their staple
{ood is Indian millet and vegetables. 'They dress like low-caste
Hindus, the men in a turban, a pair of breeches reaching the
knee, and a blanket or waistcloth ; the women wear a robe without
a bodice. On the fifth day after the birth of a child Vadars
feast married women and name the child on the night of the
oleventh. They do not consult astrologers for lucky days or
for a name. -They marry their children on Monday afterncon at
any time either before or after they are of age, though it is
considered wrong to put off a girl’s marriage until she comes of
age. A feast to the caste seals the marriage contract. When the
boy and the girl are to be wedded the boy is seated on a blanket
on open ground in front of the girl’s house, and two pieces of
tarmeric root along with betel leaves are wrapped in a cloth and
tied to the right wrist of both the boy and the girl. The girl
wears a glass bangle on her left wrist, and the boy tios a black bead
necklace round her neck with a piece of white thread. Friends
and relations throw rice on the couple’s heads,and they are husband
and wife. On the next day they are thrice rubbed with turmeric and
the marriage ceremony is over. The whole costs 10s. to £2 (Rs.5-20).
Except very old persons the Vadars bury the dead. The death
ceremony generally costs 4s. to 10s. (Rs.2-5). They worship
Venkatraman, Yellamma, and Médruti, but do not employ Bréhmans
to officiate at their houses. The headmen of the Bhojs, who are
termed shetis and mahdnadis are of the Tamil caste. The social
disputes of the other subdivisions are decided by elderly persons at
- meeting of the castemen. 'The Vadars do not send their boys to
school, but are fairly off, not scrimped for food or clothing and free
from debt. \
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Beggars include fourteen classes with a strength of 2500 or
031 per cent of the Hindu population. The following statement

; he details:
gives t al Beraauy BrcaArs.

CLASS, Males, [Females| Total. CLASS, Males, |Femalest Total
Bagdis ] i} 12 Kanphites ..| 36 33 69
Bhats e 43 27 70 Kelikelars ... 47 [} 108
Dandig Désarus| 3 5 8 | Oshtams 41 52 | - 93
Disarus 274 300 - 574 Pichitis ver 48 67 105
Davris 53 52 105 Pinales 21 22 43
Gondhlis .. 163 207 370 Visudevs . 4 6 10
GosAria N T 440 904
Joshis 25 4 29 Total ...} 1228 1272 2500

Ba'gdis, with a strength of twelve, are found in Belgaum only.
They are wandering beggars who occasionally come into the district
from Kolhgpur. They have no subdivisions, and families bearing
the same surname cannot intermarry. Their home speech is
Mardthi. The men wear the top-knot and moustache, and the women
tie their hair in a knot behind the head. They are black, lively,
and well-featured and look like Kolis. They live in thatched huts,
and their staple food is Indian millet, fish, and vegetables. They
eat fish and the flesh of sheep, goats, and domestic fowls. They
drink conntry liquor and smoke tobacco. The men wear a loincloth,
a shoulderecloth, and a headscarf. The women have no bodice, and
wear the robe without passing the end back between the feet.
They mark their brows with red-powder, and wear the lucky-
necklace or mangalsutra and glass bangles. They are neither neat
nor elean in their dress and get their elothes by begging. They are
dirty and lazy, but sober and even-tempered. They are beggars and
fishers holding a low social position. They worship the usual local
and Brghman gods, and regard Mhasoba as their family deity. They
have no priests, but respect Brahmans and call them to conduct their
birth, marriage, and death ceremonies, They keep the regular
Hinda holidays, but do not fast or go on pilgrimages. They believe
in ghosts and spirits. On the fifth day after the birth of a child,
they perform the pdchvi, and on the twelfth day name the child
and give a feast to the castemen. The marriage ceremony lasts for
two days. On the first day the boy and girl are rubbed with
turmeric and oil. On the seéeond day a Brahman repeats verses or
mantras, holding a cloth between the boy and girl, and throws rice
over their heads. The ceremony ends with a feast. They practise
polygamy and allow widow marriage. They bury their dead, and give
a feast to their castomen yn the thirteenth day. They are bonnd
together as a body and their headman or mehtar settles their social
disputes by fining offenders one or two shillings (8 as.-Re. 1). They
are a poor people.

Bha'ts are returned as numbering seventy and as found over the
whole district. They were probably settled in the country before the
introduction of Muhammadan rule. They are divided into Maritha
or Brahman Bhits and Thékur or Joshi Bhats. The Brahman Bhdts
always repeat the name Brakma before beginning to sing ; the Joshi
Bhits foretell the future. They neither eat together nor intermarry.
They look and speak like Kunbis. They are wandering beggars
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having no houses and living in temples or inns. They sometimes
have horses, cows, dogs, and fowls. Their staple food is rice,
Indian millet bread, pulse, and vegetables. They do not give caste
dinners, but during marriages they give each guest aboub a quarter
of a pound of uncooked rice or wheat, pulse, aud coarse sugar. They
eat fish, crabs, mutton, fowls, wild game, pigeons, and partridges.
_They are great drinkers, being specially fond of palm-juice. They
get their clothes by begging. They smoke tobacco and hemp-
Hlowers or gdnja. 'The men gobegging and singing from six in the
morping to one. In the evening they go fishing, staying away till
the early morning. They are not a religious people. They worship
the ordinary village gods, but their favourite deity is Méruti. In
their houses are images of Sidoba and Mdyardni. Their priests
are Brihmans, whose help they seek only at marriages. They
do not fast but kecp the usual Hindu holidays. Bhdts believe in
sorcery, witcheraft, soothsaying, and lucky and unlucky days. They
consult Brahmans whenever they are in difficulty. A few days after
child-birth they go into the bushlands and offer a goat to the
goddess Mukidyi. Their only customs are at marriages and they
are the same as Kunbi customs. They have no caste council and
leave social and religious disputes to be settled by their eacher or
guru. "The Bhdts do not send their boys to schaol. They are a
steady people.

Dandig Da’sarus, with a strength of eight, are found only
in Chikodi. They came into the district from Madras. They have
no sabdivisions and families bearing the same surname do not
intermarry.  Their home speech is Telugu and they look like
Désarus. They live in small houses with walls of mud and tiled
roofs. They do not rear any useful or pet animals. Their houses
are neat and clean. Their every-day food is rice, Indian millet bread,
and vegetables. They give feastsson marriage occasions, eat fish,
and the flesh of sheep, goats, and domestic fowls. They drink liquor
and smoke tobacco. They dress like the Ddsarus. The only
difference between the Dé4sarus arfd the Dandig Désarus is that the
former are Shaivs and the latter Vaishnavs.

Da'sarus, apparently the servants or dds of the god Méruti, are
wandering beggars, returned as numbering 574. They are found
throughout the district, but chiefly in Gokdk and Athni They
appear to belong both to the Telugu and the Karndtak stock, but
there is nothing to show when and from where they came into the
district. Their head-quarters are at Bijdpur where they live during
the rains. They are divided into Telangi Désaras, Karnitak
Désarus, Valu Désarus, and Holdr or Mhar Désarus. None of these
classes either eat together or intermarry. The men are of middle
size and dark, with a quick lively look; and the women are strong
and muscular. The Telang Ddsarus speak Telugu and the
Karnitak and other Ddsarus speak Kénarese. The Disarus are
quiet, hospitable, and sober, but idle and_thriftless. They are
wandering beggars, singers, and musiciaus, the Karndtak Dasarus
in- addition performing plays and allowing their wives to act as
courtezans.  Before starting to beg they pray to M4ruti and Vishou
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for abagful of grain. The Telang Désarus, who are also called
Vakalgerus, carry a lamp at the end of a long pole and rest a gong
and a conch-shell on their right shoulder. They beg on Saturdays only.
Among the Hindus of the district when one of a family is sick, it is
common to vow that if he recover a number of Dasarns will be
feasted. This is done because they are believed to be favourites of
Méruti, one of the chief local gods. Excepting a few in Belgaum
and other towns, who live 1mm small houses, Désarus have mno
dwellings. They eat Indian millet bread, rice, vegetables, fish, and
flesh, and drink liquor. The men dress like Kunbis and the women
like dancing-girls braiding the hair and tying it in a knot behind
the head as if resting on the neck. They are clean and neat in
their dress, wear rich robes with broad silk borders, sometimes
with gold ends, drawing one end over the head and bringing the
lower end back between the feet. They wear a tight bodice of fine

- cotton or silk cloth and mark their eyebrows with red-powder or

kunku. They wear a profusion of gold and silver ornaments and
like dancing-girls are fond of show -and pleasure. Karnatak and
Valu Désarus invest their sons with the sacred thread between the
age of nine and twelve. All allow widow marriage. When a Telang
Désaru dies a conch-shell and discus are tied to his arm, and again
nntied when he is buried. They are kept in some safe place and
brought out for worship on the fifth day by the chief mourner. If
they are lost the person responsible for them is put out of caste.
The Désarus worship Vishnu, B4l4ji, and Maruti. The Telang and
Karndtakk Désarus employ Deshasth Brdhmans to perform their
thread-girding, marriage, and other ceremonies. The Valu Désarus
perform them themselves and act as priests to the Holdrs. Except
the Karndtak Désarus who have a headman, they settle social disputes
in accordance with the opinion of the majority of the castemen.
The Telang and Valu Désarus send their boys to school for a

-ghort time. Those Désarus who know how to sing and dance and

whose women act as courtezans are in easy circumstances. The rest
are poor, living from hand to mouth.

Davris, or DruMmers, are returned as numbering 105 and as
found throughout the district, especially in large towns. They have
no subdivisions. They look like Maréthés and those at Belgaum,
Chéndgad, and Khéindpur speak Mardthi; the Davris of other parts
of the district speak Kénarese. They generally livein thatched huts.
The men wear a small close-fitting turban, breeches or a waistcloth,
and a few of them a coat. Women wear a robe and bodice.
Their staple food is millet, pulse, and sometites rice. They eat fish
and flesh, and drink liquor. They are idle and dirty and beg by
beating the drum called dawr. The women retail wooden combs,
needles, and beads. They generally buy from the carpenters on
credit and pay them when the combs are sold. On the fifth day
after a birth the goddess Satvi is worshipped, and on the thirteenth
the child is laid in a cradle and named, friends and relations-being
preseuted with cooked gram and millet. When the child is twelve
years old the lobes of its ears are bored, and the teacher or guru
with his own hands puts into the holes a pair of light silver rings worth



Karnitak.}
BELGAUM. 181

about 3d.(2 as.). Before a marriage the bodies of the boy and girl
are rubbed with turmeric, the god Kedarling and the goddess Amba
Bhavéni are worshipped, and verses are repeated and rice is thrown
over the heads of the couple by the Brahman priest who is generally
a Deshasth. They bury their dead. Ou the third day after a death
the mourner lays cooked rice mixed with milk on the grave, and
when it has been touched by a crow, returns bome. If no crow
comes he makes an earthen crow and touches the rice with its beak.
On the twelfth day the funeral ceremonies end with a dinner to caste-
fellows. Though not a religious people the Davris keep a small metal
image of Keddrling in their house and worship it every Sunday
morning. They sacrifice no animal to Kedsrling, but sometimes vow
to make a pilgrimage to Kolhédpur or to feast his begging devotees.
Their emblems are small metal bells and a basket-shaped pot. Vows
are made in order to get children or to be cured from sickness.
The Davris do not act as sorcerers. They are bound together as a
body and their social disputes are settled by mass meetings of the
caste. They do not send their boys to school, and still suffer from
the decline in alms-giving which followed the famine distress,

Gondhlis are returned as numbering 870 and as found only ina
“few villages and towns throughout the district. They seem to have
eutered the district from the Bombay Deccan. They have no sub-
divisions. They look like Marsthds, being dark and strong, with
high noses and thin lips. Their home tongue is Marithi. Most
of them live in houses with thatched roofs. They eat fish and flesh,
and drink liquor. They dress like Maréthés, but the men beg and
dance the gondhal in peculiar long coats which reach to the feet.
They wear shell-necklaces and caps stuck over with shells, - The
gondhal dance is performed among Mardtha Bribhmans in honour
of the goddess Bhavéni on the occasion of a thread-ceremony,
a marriage, or in the seventh month of & woman’s first pregnancy.
Among other Hindus the dance is performed only at the time of
marriage, either before or after the ceremouy. The dance always
takes place at night. In the evening, in the women’s hall, the
dancers spread on a high wooden stool a piece of new black bodice-
cloth, about two feet three inches long and a foct and a half broad.
On this cloth thirty-six pinches of rice grains are laid and sprinkled
with turmeric and red-powder. On the rice is set a copper water-
pot or tdmbya filled with mixed milk and water, and the mouth is
covered with betel leaves and a cocoanut. On the high wooden
stool iu front of the pot are laid five betelnuts and an equal
number of plantains, dates, and lemons, and, with the help of the
chief Gondhli, the male head of the family worships the pot as the
goddess Tulja Bhavéni: The five dancers then light five torches,
and set them in the hands of five men of the family, and the torch-
bearers march five times round the goddess repeating the word
Amba Bhavéni. The head Gondhli now approaches. and takes his
stand.in front of the high wooden stool, three of his company stand
behind him with musical instraments, and the fifth generally stands
to the right of the headman with the lighted torch in hig hand.
On both sides of the head dancer men and women look on, seated on
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carpets and mats. ‘L'nen the head Gondhli begins to'dance, to sing

in praise of the goddess, at times stopping to explain the meaning
of the songs. This lasts the whole might and is not over till day-

break. At the end of the dance alighted lamp is waved round the

goddess. The dancers are paid about 2s. (Re.1) and retire. The
only ceremonies which the Gondhlis are said to perform are the
putting on of the shell-necklace aud marriage. 'The shell-necklace
is put round the novice’s neck at a meeting of the castemen,
who after the ceremony is over retire with a handful of sugar and
packets of betelnut and leaves. Their marriage ceremony lasts for
three days. On the first day they feast the caste in honour of the
family gods. On the second day the boy and girl are seated face to
face on two low wooden stools. Marriage verses are repeated by
Bréhman priests, and grains of rice are thrown over their heads.
The guests are offered packets of betelnut and leaves and retire.
The marriage ceremony ends with a feast on the third day. They
generally marry their children before they come of age. They
practise polygamy, but polyandry is unknown and widow marriage
is forbidden. Besides begging, a few work as husbandmen. Their
priests are Deshasth Brdhmans. Their family goddesses are Amba
Bhavéni and Tulja Bhavéni in honour of whom they fast on Tuesdays
and Fridays. They are bound together as a body and settle social
disputes according to the opinion of the majority of the castemen.
A few send their boys to school. They are a poor people, hardly
earning enough to live on. -

Gosa'vis are returned as numbering 904 and as found all
over the district except in Parasgad and Gokdk. They are
divided into N4th Gosavis, Davri Gosivis, and Balsantoshis. 'The
Nath Gosdvis are considered higher than the others and neither
eat nor marry with them. The Davris and Bélsantoshis eat
together and intermarry. They have no family stocks or gotras.
They spesk Maréthi in their homes, and, except that they wear
rings in their ears, they look like Kunbis. The commonest names
among men are Ambarnith, Appénith, Kirnath, snd Rémnith ;
and among women, Béli, Santi, and "Puki. 'They are middle-
sized, strong, muscular, and long-lived. They are dark with
clever faces, small eyes, regular features, high nose, thin lips, and
high cheek bones. ‘They live in houses with mud walls and tiled
roofs, generally untidy and with very little furmture. Most
families have a couple of bullocks or cows as well as sheep, goats,
and fowls. Their every-day food is Indian millet, rice, pulse, and
vegetables. But when they can afford it they eat fish, crabs, and
the flesh of goats, sheep, hare, wild hog, game birds, and domestic
fowls. On holidays and whenever else they can afford it, they
drink both country and European liquor, but not to excess. They
smoke tobacco and hemp-flowers or ginja and do not eat opium.
Before beginning to eat they offer food to their family god Jotiba,
who is also called Bahiri and Ked4rling. Caste feasts are given
in honour of marriages and deaths. When they start begging
the men wear ochre-coloured clothes, a wallet hanging from
the left arm, and a pale-colonred gourd in the right hand. With
this exception neither men nor women differ in dress from Kunbis.
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They are thrifty, even-tempered, hardworking, and orderly. They
live chrefly by begging. The N4ths, besides begging, cultivate, and
a few lend money. All the Bélsantoshis live by begging, while
among the Davris there are husbandmen and traders as well as
beggars. The traders sell thread and needles, glass beads, combs,
stoneware, metalware, looking-glasses, buttons, and boxes. The
women help in the fields, beg, and sell small wares on market days,
squatting by the road and spreading their goods before them on
pieces of blanket. They also work as day-labourers. Children of
twelve years and upwards help their parents. The Davris buy
their wares from Mérwér Véni shopkeepers in large towns and
cities, and hawk them from village to village. Their work is
constant and their calhng hereditary.. Very few are well-to-do;
some are fairly off and some are in debt. Many borrow to meet
marriage and other special expenses for which they have to pay
about six per cent a month. They are a religious people. 'Their
family god is Jotiba who is called Keddrling or Bhairavndth. His
chief templeis in Battisral near Pandharpur. They worship the god
Jotiba daily with flowers, rice, and sandal-powder. They offer him
sugar every day and mutton on Dasara Day i October. His image is
a brass, silver, or gold mask with four arms. They respect Bréhmans
and call them to all their ceremonies except to the ear-boring, to
which they call their teacher or guru. They worship the ordinary
Bréhman gods but have the greatest respect for Shiv. They keep
the regular Hindu holidays. They do not make pilgrimages. They
have a spiritual teacher or guru who belongs to the Dorivike sect
of Gos4vis. He bores the ears of their male children and they pay
him 2s. 6d. (Rs.1}). He is sncceeded by one of his disciples and
makes no attempt to gain new foilowers. They believe in sorcery,
witcheraft, and soothsaying. The soothsayers are Brdhmans, Joshis,
and Pinglis, Their chief ceremonies are the worship of the
goddess Satti on the fifth day after a child-birth, when rice and
fish are presented and a feast is given to the caste people. On the
twelfth day the child is named. When the boy is twelve years old
his ear is slit and he puts on the begging garb and is eligible for
marriage. The ceremony is performed by their teacher. He plants
a trident in the ground and after worshipping it and offering it a
cocoanut, plantains, sugar, betel leaves and nuts, and dates, pierces
with a needle the lobes of the young disciple’s ear and puts silver or
gold rings into the holes. A wallet with a pot in it is tied to his
left arm and the teacher enjoins him henceforth to live solély by
begging. He starts on his new calling, gathering plantains and
dates from the guests. The ceremony ends with a dinner to
castemen. On betrothal, the father of the boy invites the girl’s
father and their friends to a dinner. Sugar and betelnuts are
handed, and the girl’s father is presented with £3 (Rs.30) which
is called d¢j. On a lucky day the female relations carry turmeric
to the girl’s house and rub her with it. Then the women of the
girl's family bring turmeric and rub it on the boy’s body, who
with a party of his relations goes to the girl’s house where the
marriage i3 solemnised, and a feast is held. When a girl reaches
womanhood the phalshobhan or lap-filling ceremony takes place
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When a person dies his body is washed with warm water, covered
with a new white cloth, and carried to be buried. On the third
day after death the bearers are feasted, and on the eleventh the
mourning ceases and the mourners are purified by drinking the five
products of the cow. On the twelfth day a goat or two are
sacrificed, and the day ends with a feast. On the morning of
the thirteenth day the ceremonies end by presenting a pipe of
tobacco to friends, relations, and castefellows. There has not been
any recent change in their customs. ~ Child marriage, widow

" marriage, and polygamy are allowed. Social disputes are sebtled

by the votes of the majority of the wen of the caste, though of
late the power of the majority is said to have declined. They do
not send their boys to school neither do they take to new pursuits.
They are & poor class. '

Joshis aro returned as numbering thirty and as found chiefly
in Khénpur and Belgaum. They are divided into Mardthas
and Kidbides. They eat together and intermarry. In appearance
they resemble well-to-do Kumbis, being neither very fair nor very
dark. They are not strongly made but have regular features.
Their home tongue is Mardthi. Their dress consists of a long coat,
a waistcloth, and a turban. They eat flesh of all kinds except beef,
but are not allowed to drink liguor. They are persistent beggars
but refuse all regular work. They object to be classed as beggars
and say that as astrologers they have a claim on the public alms.
They are neat, sober, and even-tempered, and hospitable to their
castefellows whom they never send away empty-banded. They
wander in gangs of ten to twenty with their wives and children
and return to their head-quarters after tours varying from six to
nine months. They call themselves Joshis or astrologers becausc
they foretell events. They beg from door to door in the mornings
from six or seven to twelve. Each has a small drum called bud-
budki which he beats in front of a house and offers to tell what has
happened to the family and what is in store for it. In answer to
questions he tells how the head of the house had once a narrow
escape, and that another misfortune hangs over his head and will
fall on him unless he walks a certain number of times round the
god Méruti, or keeps a lamp in the temple lighted for a cerfain
number of days, or pours oil over the god. In return for this
advice the people of the house give him money or clothes. Joshis
generally carry a set of small square pictures of a tulst pot,-
Mahsdev and Pérvati, M4ruti and Rémchandra, as good omens ; and
of an eclipse, a tiger, or asnake, as bad omens. Their priests are
Bhsts. They do not employ Bréhmans at any of their ceremonies.
Their family gods are Kedéreshvar and Sidoba; and their chief
holidays are Shivardtra in Febrnary, Ndgpanchami im August,
Dasara in October, and Divdli in November. They seldom go on
pilgrimage. They believe in divination and soothsaying. g_F]ney
are said not to practise witcheraft and to have no faith in_the- evil
eye. They beheve Tuesday and Friday are lucky days and the rest
unlucky. ~Marriage is their only ceremony. The members of the
caste meet and the Bhéts throw rice on the boy’s and girl’s heads
and the ceremony ends with a dinner. They allow widow marriage.
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Their funeral ceremonies are performed by themselves without the
help of priests. They bury the dead except lepers whom they burn.
They have a headman who is chosen by the votes of the castemen
from the leading elders of the community. He settles their social
disputes with the help of the castemen. He alsn directs their
begging excursions, and, in case any of them neglects his orders, he
fines them 4s. to 6s. (Rs.2-8). A few send their boys to school but
only for a short time to learn to read Mardthi. They are a falling
people.

Ka'npha'tes or Srrr-earep Joars are returned as numbering
seventy and as found in Chikodi. They have no subdivisions, speak
Marsthi, and look like Kunbis. Some of them marry and others
remain single. They live in temples or inns and rear buffaloes
and dogs. They eat fish and the flesh of sheep, goats, and domestic
fowls. They drink liquor and smoke tobacco-and hemp-flower,
and eat opinm. Their staple food is rice, Indian millet bread, and
vegetables. They wear a brick-coloured dress including a loin-
cloth, a cap, a blanket, and a waistcloth. From their left arm
hangs a wallet, and when they go begging they carry a trident or
trishul in the right hand and a pale-coloured gourd in the left.
The ornaments worn by men are a silver chain called gop, silver
armlets called kadis, and the wooden or ivory earrings, which are
the distingnishing mark of the sect. The women wesar a short-
sleeved bodice and a robe or lugade, whose skirt-corner they do not
pass back between the feet. gmaments include & gold nosering,
a necklace of glass and metal beads with a small central gold brooch
or galsari, and three sorts of earrings called bugdis, bdlis, and
kdps. A woman whose husband is alive marks her brow with red-
powder or kunku and wears glass bangles and the lucky necklace
or mangalsutra. They are neat, clean, and well-behaved, but lazy.
Both men and women beg from door to door. Some of them are
- hosbandmen, either over-holders or under-holders, but none of
them are skilful cultivators. Their women help them in sowing
and weeding. Their house god is Gorakhnith, and they respect
Brédhmans and call them to their marriage and death ceremonies.
They worship the ordinary Brihmanic gods and keep the regular
Hindn holidays. They make pilgrimages to Benares, Praydg or
Allahabad, Rémeshvar, and Gokarn in Kénara. They believe in
witchcraft and in lucky and unlucky days. Their customs do not
differ from those of Gosdvis. They are bound together as a body
and settle their social disputes at mectings of the castemen. They
are & steady class.

Killiketars or Karasus are & class of cattle-keepers and picture-
showmen. They are returned as numbering 108 and as found in
Sampgaon, Chikodi, Parasgad, Gokék, and Athni. They are much
like Mardthis and seem to have come from the north, either from
Kolhdpur or Sitdra. They have no subdivisions. The men wear
a top-knot about three inches long, whiskers, and moustache. The
women comb their hair once a fortnight and tie it in a knot on the
back of the head. They do not deck it with flowers nor do they use

 falge hair. Their home tongue is Mar4thi, They generally live outside
B 80—24 L
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of the villagein huts. Every family owns a dog, two to four buffaloes,
two or three cows, and four or five goats. Their daily food- is
Indian millet. They eat fish and the flesh of sheep, goats, hares,
and domestic fowls. The women do not drink, and the men are
temperate in their use of liquor, drinking only on special occasious,
at marriages, on holidays, and when they entertain guests. The
men smoke tobacco. They~dress like Mardthds. They are clean,
neat, honest, thrifty, and quiet. Their chief occupation is showing
pictures of the Péndavs and Kauravs, and other herces. The
pictures are drawn on deer skins and cest 8d. to 6d.(2-4 as.).
They always show them at night. One of the men sits behind a
curtain with a lighted torch and shows from one to two hundred
pictures. Another man sits outside and explains. The women beab
a drum. The show lasts five to seven hours beginning about
nine or ten at night. The villagers club together and pay them
about 4s. (Rs.2), half in cash and half in grain and oil. At harvest
time they go from village to village collecting grain which the
husbandmen give them in charity. Their women are expert tattooers
and are paid in grain and old clothes. They tattoo women of all
castes. The figures are traced with ink before they are pricked
into the skin. The figures which they generally tattoo are a line
with a crescent above 1t and a small circle below, called chandram
or moon, and generally tattooed on the brows of Brdéhman
women; The head ornament or muttin botts, a line with an
ormament of eight pearls a central pearl and seven round it
above the line and a small circle below the line, tattooed on the
forehead of women of all castes except Brahmans; A pair of plain
or ornamental brackets called in Kénarese kannu suge or outer
eye-corners, and worn by all women except Brahmans at the outer
corners of the eyes ; A slender oval mark called the wheat grain or
godlkdl worn by Rajput women on the left side of the nose; A circle
about the size of a pea called nasal worn by Dombari women between
the eyes and by women of other castes on the cheek or chin; Sitecha
padar or Sita’s fringe, a line like four teeth of a saw, worn on the
arm. Besides these emblems figures of the fulsi plant or sacred
basil, and of the incense tree sura-honne or Boswellia thurifers are
worn on the forearm. Lotuses, snakes, and scorpions are tattooed
on the back of the hand and small spots are worn even on the
backs of the fingers. Shri R4m, Shri Rém Jay Rim, Jay Jay Ram,
and other names of household or favourite gods are tattooed on the
forearms of Bréhman women.

They are a religious people, and daily worship their box of
pictures. Their family deities are Yellamma, Méyava, and Bhaire.
They have no priests, but they keep all the chief Hindu holidays.
They keep no fasts, make no pilgrimages, and do not believe in
witcheraft or soothsaying. They worship the goddess Satvéi on
the fifth day after the birth of a child and name the child on the
eleventh. They marry their girls at the age of four or five and
their boys between ten and twelve. The boy’s father has to go in
search of a wife for his son. When a suitable match_is found the
marriage is settled, and the boy, his parents, friends, and relatives go
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to the girl’s village. When they have reached the village boundary
a cocoanut is broken, and about five in the evening the boy and his
party are taken into the village and feasted. Next morning the
boy and girl are rubbed with turmeric and oil and they are mado
to stand face to face, the girl looking east and the boy west. A
curtain is held between them for a few moments and then dropped.
The boy ties a string of black and greer beadsround the girl’s neck.
The girl ties a picce of turmeric root with a cotton thread round the
boy’s right wrist and the boy in return_ties another wristlet of
turmeric root round her wrist. A few grains of red rice are handed
to the guests who throw them on the heads of both the boy and
girl shouting Shdm Dhdm, a corruption of the Brihman sdvadhdn
or Take care. On the second or third day, the boy and bis party walk
with the girl to the boy’s village, and the marriage is over. ‘When a
girl comes of age she is considered impure and 1is not allowed to
touch any one. This rule is observed only on the occasion of the
first monthly sickness. They allow widow marriage and polygamy.

They bury their dead. They do -not send their boys to school. .

Though 2 poor class they are almost never in debt.

Oshtams, with a strength of ninety, are scattered over the district
excopt in Belgaum and Athui. They have come into the district
from Madras. Their home speech is Telngu. They have no sub-
divisions. They look like Kunbis, speak Maréthi ont of doors, and live
in small but neat and clean houses with mud walls and tiled roofs.
Their every-day food is Indian millet and vogetables. They eat fish,
and the flesh of sheep, goats, and poultry. They drink both country
and foreign liqguor and smoke tobacco. They get their clothes by
begging. They respect Brihmans and call them to their birth,
marriage, and death ceremonies. They worship the ordinary
Bréhman gods and hold Méruti in special respect. In their houses
arc images of Maruti and Venkoba. They keep the usual Hindu
holidays. They have no teacher or guru. They believe in sorcery
and witchcraft. Their customs do not differ from those of Mudliars,
They allow widow marriage and bury their dead.  They are bound
together as a body and settle social disputes according to the
opinion of the majority of the men. They do not send their boys to
school and as a class are badly off.

Picha'tis, with a strength of 105, are found in Chikodi and
Athni. They have no subdivisions and families bearing the same
surpame cannot intormarry. They look like Kunbis and speak
Mardthi. They live in thatched huts and keep no animals. Their
staple food is Indian millet or ndchni bread and vegetables. They
eat fish and the flesh of sheep, goats, and domestic fowls, whenever
they can afford it. They drink country liquor and smoke tobacco.
The men wear the waistcloth, shouldercloth, and turban; and the
women a robe whose lower end they do not pass back between the
foet. They get their clothes by begging. Both men and women beg,
and in addition tho women sew quilts. They worship the ordnary
local and Bréhmavic gods, and their chief house goddesses aro
Ambab4i and Satvdi. Their priests are the ordinary Maratha
Brahmans, whom they respect and call to_their births, marriages,

Chapter IIL
Population.

BEGGARS.
Killiketars.

Oshlams.

Pichdtis.



Chapter IIL

Popul_ation.
BEGGARS.

Pingles,

Vdsudevs,

[Bombay Gazetteer,
188 DISTRICTS.

and deaths. They observe the regular Hindu holidays. They
believe in lucky and unlucky days, numbers, sights, and events. On
the fifth day after the birth of a child, they worship the goddess
Pichvi and name the child on the twelfth. The marriage lasts
one day, when the boy and girl are rubbed at their houses with
oil and turmeric and the marriage ceremony is performed in the
presence of caste people. If they are able, the parents give a
feast. They bury the dead. Widow marriage is allowed. They
settle social disputes according to the opinion of the majority of
the castemen. They are very poor.

Pingles, who foretell events bythe help of the pingla or little
spotted owl, are returned as numbering forty and asfound in Belgaum,
Khéndpur, and Parasgad. They say they came into the district
from Kolhdpur about sixty years ago. They rank below Marsthés.
They have no_ subdivisions, and their surnames are Garud, Méne,
and Shingén. Families bearing the same surname caunot intermarry.
Their home speech is Mardthi and they look like Kunbis. They
live in thatched huts, and their'staple food is Indian millet, rice, and
vegetables ; but they do not object to eat fish or the flesh of goats,
sheep, or fowls, or to drink liquor. All smoke tobacco and some
smoke hemp-flowers or gdnja. The men wear a waistcloth, a head-
cloth, a long coat, and a waistcoat, and a silk-bordered shoulder-
cloth. The women wear a shortsleeved bodice and a robe or lugade
whose lower end is not passed back between the feet. They get their
clothes by begging. They are wandering fortune-tellers, and go
begging from door to door. Their women do nothing but house-
work. They worship the ordinary Bréhmanic gods and their
family goddess is Margéi to whom they sacrifice a goat once a year
or whenever they can afford it. They respect Brdhmans and call
them to conduct their marriage and death ceremonies. They keep
the regular Hindu holidays. They do not fast and have no religious
teacher or guru. They believe in spirits, ghosts, scothsaying, lucky
and unlucky numbers, sights, and events. Their customs are
generally the same as those of Kunbis. They burn the dead, and
allow widow marriage and polygamy. They are bound together as
a body and settle their social disputes according to the opinion of
the majority of the castemen. They send their boys to school for a
short time, and take to np new pursuits. They are a poor class.

Va'sudevs are found in small numbers over the whole district.
They seem to have come from the Deccan. They have no sub-
divisions. Their surnames are Dhurve, Gavli, Reke, and Ssdlunke.
They are of middle height and dark, with high nose and thin lips.
The men wear the top-knot, moustache, and whiskers, but no beard.
Their home tongue is Mardthi. They are sober, thrifty, even-
tempered, and idle. They arve professional beggars and go from
one village to another all the year round carrying two metal
cups or ¢ils, two wooden pincers or chiplyds, brass bells,
jingling rings, and a wooden whistle. Except a few who have
settled as husbandmen, they wander from place to place, halting
in temples and rest-houses and carrying with them no tents,
mats, or other shelter. - Their staple food is Indian millet bread, rice,
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and vegetables, but they eat fish and the flesh of goats, sheep and
fowls, and drink liquor. They dress like Mar4th4s, but when they
go begging they wear along hat adorned with peacock’s feathers and
a brass top, and a long full-skirted coat. Their women wear the
bodice and robe passing the end between the feet and rub their
brows with red-powder or kunku. Oun the fifth day after the birth
of a child they worship the goddess Satvéi and feast married women
after presenting them with turmeric and red-powder or kalad-kunku.
They begin their marriage ceremonies by invoking the aid of the
goddess Bhavini and end them with a gondhal dance. They allow
widow marriage and burn their dead. They are Vaishnavs,
worshipping Vishnu, Vithoba, and Mah4dkéli; their house gods
are Bhairoba, Jotiba, Khandoba, and the goddess Bhav4ni. They
employ Deshasth Brahmans at their marriages and when a youth is
invested with his begging robes. On the initiation day the Bréhman
priest dresses the boy in the long hat and coat repeating verses and
marking his brow with sandal. By this he becomes a VAsudev fit
to wear the hat and to beg. The Bréhman is given five copper
coins (1} annas) and a packet of betelnut and leaves. A feast to
the castefellows ends the day. They bave no headman. They refer
disputes to an intelligent member of the caste who decides in the
presence of the castemen. They do not send their boys to -school
and are a poor people.

Depressed Classes include seven casies with a strength of
68,000 or 8'59 per cent of the Hindu popnlation.  The details are :

BELGAUM DEPRESSED CLASSES.

Crass. Msles. [Femalos| Total., Crass, Males. 'Femalem Total.
Bhangis .. o s 109 Lids ol osor] | 10
Chalvadis ... 4ngs - 8059 8780
Chimbhérs ...| 8200 | 8163 | 6464 16,849
Dhors o1 Tsm| se| 17
Holtars  ...| 20,132 | 21,608 | 41,740 Total ...| 32,681 | 85,019 | 68,000

. Bhangis, or Halalkhors, with a strength of 109, are found
in all municipal towns. Some of them appear to belong to Gujarst,
others to Upper India especially the neighbourhood of Delhi and
Cawnpur. Thirty or thirty-five years ago a few came into the
district from the native states of Séngli and Miraj. The rest have
come within the last five years since more regular conservancy
measures have been taken in the larger towns. They have no
divisions. The men are tall and either swarthy or fair; the women
are generally plump and well-featured. Their home tongue is
Hindusténi.” They live in huts with thatched or tiled roofs. They
are greedy eaters; they eat fish and the flesh of goats and sheep
and domestic fowls,and drink liquor. Their staple food is millet, rice,
and pulse. A man wears a waistcloth or trousers, a coat, a head-
scarf or rumdl, and either English or Mardthi shoes or sandals;
the women wear a robe and bodice and sometimes a petticoat. The
robe-is wound round the waist, the skirt-corner being passed between
the feet and tucked behind. They coil their hair behind the head
and sometimes deck it with flowers. ~ When at work their clothes are
filthy and ragged, but several among them have a stock of rich
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clothes. Theyare hardworking, but quarrelsome, dirty, and thriftless.
They are town-sweepers and removers of nightsoil. Their women
and children from the age of thirteen or fourtgen help in their
calling. On the fifth day after a birth they worship Pachvi or
the Fifth, and on the twelfth name the child distributing cooked
grain and millet to female relations and friends. On the marriage
day the boy and girl are rubbed with turmeric, the goddess
Awba Bhav4ni is worshipped, and the gondhal ceremony performed.
They bury their dead. On the third day after a death the chief
mourner lays a ball of rice mixed with curds on the grave and does
not leave until it has been touched by a crow. If the crows will
not touch the rice and the mourner is rich he presents a cow to
his priest, if he is poor he presents his priests 1s. to 4s. (8 as. -
Rs.2). On the tenth day they feast relations and friends inclnding
the four bier-bearers. They allow widow marriage. They worship
Yellamma and Brahmadev. They do not worship the minor
village deities or their ancestors. The Bréhmans who cast horoscopes
and fix lucky names and dates for the Bhangis are not outcaste or
of any special order. Any Brahman may act as a Bhangis’ priest.
They do not observe Hindu fasts, but keep all the nsual festivals.
Bhangis are bound together as a body. They settle social disputes
at mass meetings of the adult male members of the caste. They do
not send their boys to school and are poor.

Chalva’dis, with a strength of 107, are found in all towns
with a considerable Lingsyat population. The Chalvddis bave no
subdivisions and no surnames. The names of men and women are
the same as those of other Lingdyats. They are dark and like
Mhérs, only that they are less strongly made. Their home speech
is Kénarese which does not differ from the local Kénarese. Their
staple food is millet which is eaten either with fur or masur pulse.
They donot eat fish or flesh, drink no liquer, and use no drug except
tobacco. Tike other Lingéyats the men wear the waistcloth, a white
turban, and sometimes a jacket; and the women a robe and a
bodice. The women sometimes wear silver wristlets or falbandis,
silver or pewter toerings or jodvis, and silver bracelets and glass
bangles. Both men and women wear a gilver box or ckanka which
contains the ling, and tub their foreheads with ashes. The
Chalvadis® chief office is to carry the ladle and bell in front of
Lingsyat processions. They live by begging, and on money
distributecf by Lingdyats on festive or funeral occasions. A Chalvidi
generally has in his house images of Mahsidev in the form of a ling

" and of Basaveshvar in the form of a stono or gilver bull or nanrdi.

They bathe and worship the ling before their morning meal. They
also. venerate such village doities as Yellarama, Kariamma, and
Mariamma. Their priests are Jangams whom they worship, drinking
the water in which the priest’s feet have been washed. Their customs
are like those of the Lingéyats. 'They neither eat nor associate with
Mbdrs. Social disputes are settled at meetings of the leading
Lingéyats. Any one who fails to obey the public decision loses his
office. They do not send their boys to school, but any one holding
the office of Chalvadi is required to rcad the sacred hooks and must
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therefore know how to read and write Kénavese. Beyond this their
children have no schooling. They are a poor class,

Cha’mbha’rs, or Leataee WORkERS, with a strength of 6454,
are found throughout the district. They are divided into Ling4yat,
Mardthi, and Konkani Chdmbhirs. Marathi and Xonkani
Chémbhdrs eat together and take food from the Lingdyats, but the
Lingéyats do not eat with them. As regards marriage all three
sabdivisions are separate. They haveno surnames or family names.
They are fair, regular-featured, and strong. The men generally
shave the head except the top-knot. Some of the children have
beautiful faces, refined and intelligent. They speak both K4narese
and Mardthi. They are hardworking, even-tempered, and hospitable,
but thriftless, dirty, and given to drink. They work in leather, cut
and dye skins, and make bridles, whips, and harness, sandals, shoes,
ropes, and water-hags. - They sell their wares either at their houses
orin the local markets, and earn ahout 6d. (4 as.) a day. The
women help by fringing the shoes with silk. Their boys begin to
work at twelve to fourteen and generally earn about 3d. (2 «s.) a day.
They buy their leather from Dhors and their silk from weavers.
Except a few of the poorest they have capital enough to buy their
materials without borrowing. As tent-pitchers, & work which gives
them a good deal of employment in Belgaum, they earn 9d. (6 as.)
a day. They both keep ready-made leather articles in stock and
work to order. They are said not to mend Jingars’ shoes as they
hold themselves equal to if not higher thau them. The Lingdyats
stop work in the afternoon, as they are not allowed to touch leather in
the evening. Some are cotton-weavers not leather-workers, Their
houses are poor with tiled or thatched roofs and wattle and daub walls.
They are generally untidy, the ground in front being littered with
pieces of skins, They eat Indian millet bread and ndchni gruel except
the Lingdyats who neither eat auimal foed nor drink liquor. They
eat fish and flesh but not carrion or pork, and drink liquor. The
men wear a loincloth and occasionally a waisteloth and a turban or
headscarf. They seldom wear coats or waistcoats but cover their
bodies with a waistcloth. The women dress in the usual Kunbi
bodice and robe reaching to the knee. The men work from early
morning till noon, when they dine aud take a nap and again work
till five after which they go about the streets hawking shoes. The
women mind the house and help the men in making shoes. They
name their children on the thirteenth day after birth, and cut the
child’s hair for the first time in the third year. Scme of them
worship the holy basil and wear the sacred thread. They bury the
dead. The Mardthi or Konkan Chimbhars on the third day after
a funeral make a ball of cooked rice mixed with curds and lay it on
the grave and do not leave till it has been touched by a crow. Rela-
tions as well as the corpse-hearers mourn ten days. They worship
the ordinary Hindu gods and keep the usnal fasts and feasts. Some
Lingdyats worship the sweet basil before they take their meals
They have a community and settle disputes at meetings of the men
of the caste. They do not send their hoys to school. They earn
enough to maintain themselves, and if they were less unthrifty and
drunken, they would be well-to-do.
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Dhors, or TanNers, with a strength of 1717, are found in small
groups of one or two families in all the larger villages in the district.
They are divided into Mar4tha, Hindust4ni, and Karnitak Dhors who
neither eat together mor intermarry. All are dark and strong.
The Maratha Dhors speak Marathi, the Hindusténi Dhors Hind usténi,
and the Karnitak Dhors Kénarese. Except a few belonging to the
rich, their houses are small, dirty, and untidy. They dress in a loin
and waistcloth and a turban often in rags; and their women like
Chémbhér women wear a robe falling like a petticoat with the
upper end passed over their shoulder, and a bodice. They tie their
hair in a knot behind and neither deck it with flowers nor mix if
with falso hair. Their dress is of country cloth fairly clean, and
most of them have a spare holiday suit. The women wear glass or
if they are well-to-do silver bangles. Their staple food is Indian
millet, split pulse or pulse-curry, and chilly powder mixed with sal.
Only occasionally can they afford rice. They cat fish and flesh of
all kinds except beef, and drink liquor but not to excess. They
sacrifice goats on Dasara Day in October. Their pet dish is goat’s
flesh or ghos. Animals who die a natural death are not considered
fit for food though they are occasionally eaten in secret. Besides
tanning they make water-bags, buckets, drums or dhols, bridles or
lagdms, horse’s mouth-bags or tobres, boxes or petdrds, and other
articles. Some work as day-labourers. Women never help the
men in their work, but boys begin to be of use after twelve.
They employ Bréhmans at their marriages, reciting verses and
throwing grains of rice over the hesds of the boy and the girl.
They bury their dead. A Lingdyat priest or ayya attends and the
body is carried to the grave. A pit is dug and the body is
sprinkled with ashes by the priest and laid in the pit and carth is
thrown in. The priest offers a Kénarese prayer asking the
Almighty to take the doad to heaven, and claps his hands together
which is supposed to inform the dead that the gates of heaven are
open to him. The mourners strew flowers over tho grave, bathe,
and return. A funeral costs 2s. to 4s. (Rs. 1-2). On the ninth or
tenth day sfter a death castemen are feasted at a cost of 8s. to 10s.
(Rs. 4 -5). When the funersl service is properly performed the
Dhors think that the dead is highly pleased and acts as their

dian and intercessor. They worship Mahddev, Khandoba, and
Tulja Bhavéni, and consult oracles. They are religious, and hold
their priests in great esteem. They have no headman and settle
disputes by the arbitration of some of the older members of the
community. They do not send their boys to school. Except a fow
who are well-to-do the Dhors live from hand to mouth. The
demand for leather articles is of late said to have been very slack,
and the Dhors to have suffered in consequence.

Holia’s, or Mha'rs, with a strength of 41,740, are found
thronghout the district. They are divided into Karnéitaks, Telangs,
and Mardthds. Thefirst two eat together and intermarry but mnot
with the third. They are generally tall, strong, and dark. They hold
a low position among Hindus, their touch bemng thought to defile.
The men shave the head except a long tuft on the crown and wear
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whiskers and moustache. The Karutaks speak Kénarese, the
Maréthds Maréthi, and the Telangs Telugu. They are dirty in
their habits, fairly temperate and thrifty, but revengeful. They are
notable for their want of reverence for Brihmans and Bréhmanic
gods, for the looseness of their morals, and for their worship of evil
spirits. They are village servants, watchmen, boundary markers,
treasure-carriers, escorts, removers of dead animals, drummers,
and bugle and horn blowers. In large villages they guard the village
door, keep a muster of all persons entering or leaving, and after
the door is locked take the keys to the headman. They also
guard the stackyard during harvest time, attend to travellers in
the name of the village, letting them know where they can buy
food, and supplying them with grass and firewood They also
attend Government officials and carry messages. In spite of the
lowness of their caste they have considerable power in the village,
their decision being generally accepted in boundary disputes.
Besides working as village servants they are husbandmen, labourers,
and weavers of coarse cloth. They take service in the Bombay army
and are employed as constables. Their houses are small, either tiled
or thatched, and with wattle and daub walls. Their staple food is

Indian millet bread eaten with a preparation of chillies and salt.

On holidays, marriages, and other ceremonics they eat rice, fish, and
flesh. They also eat the flesh of dead cattle and driok liquor of
which they are excessively fond. The men wear a loincloth, a
waistcloth ‘or short trousers, & waistcoat, and roll a scarf round the
head ; the women wear a robe and bodice.  The Holids worship
Satvéi on the fifth day after the birth of a child and name their
children on the same day. They marry their girls before they come
of age. A Chalv4di is called to the marriage to sound his ladle and
bell, and in return receives rice, a cocoanut, and a few copper coins.
They allow widow marriage, the children by the first husband being
left to his relatives. They practise polygamy. They bury their
dead and mourn ten days. On the third day after death they go
with a ball of rice mixed with curds to the burying ground, and
burning incense on the spot where the deceased was buried place
the ball on i and do not go home until the ball has been touched
by s crow. They perform anuiversary ceremonies on the fifth of
Bhédrapad or August-September. Their chief goddesses are
Lakshmi, Mérvir, and Yellamma. The fair and sacrifice deseribed
in the Carpenters’ account as a rule is not held unless the Mh4rs
first sacrifice a buffalo to Lakshmi. Brihmans do not officiate at
their houses, butare consulted as to the lucky moment for marriage
and other ceremonies. They fast onlg once in the year on the
full.moon of Paush that is December-January. The Holifs make
pilgrimsges to the shrine of Yellamma at Saundatti in Belgaum
where a fair is held on the fifteenth lunar day of Mdrgashirsha or
November-December. They have a teacher or guru of their own
caste who lives in Kolhfpur. Hesupports himself by begging among.
his own people. His office is hereditary and when he visits a village
the Holids of the place defray his expenses 8o long as he stays with
them. As 3 parting fee he is paid 2s. 6d. (Rs. 1}). The Holiés do
not send their boys to school, neither do they take to new pursuits.
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La'ds, with a strength of 1024, are found all over the district.
They claim to be Kshatriyas of the solar race and wear the sacred
thread. They are divided into Brahmakshatri Lads, Sév Ldds,
HAlvekari Lids, and Kdyit Lads, who do not eat together nor
intermarry. Ladsare dark and strong, the men wearing the top-knot
and moustache and looking like Mardthias. The women are
small; fair, and good-looking. Their home tongue is Marathi.
They are a hardworking, sober, thrifty, and hospitable people, but
hot-tempered. They follow various callings. They are betel-leaf
sellers, grain merchants, makers and sellers of affar of roses
and pastils, husbandmen, and at Belgaom and Athni mutton-
sellers. The goat or sheep is slaughtered by a Musalmén
mulla, who meakes it stand facing the south, repeats some texts
from the Kordn, and cuts its throat. He is paid §d. (3 anna) for
each goat or sheep. They claim mutton-selling as one of their
hereditary callings. They own good strong and plain houses. They
drink liquor both country and foreign, and eaf fish and the flesh of
sheep and goats, hares, and fowls. Their staple food is rice, Indian
millet bread, pulse, and vegetables. They dress like Mar4thds, but
their customs differ in some respects. They gird their boys with the
sacred thread before they are ten years old without performing any
ceremony. They have no rule that a girl should be married before
she is of age. The boy’s father has to pay the girl’s father not
more than £5*(Rs 50). Brahmakshatri and Siv Ldds do not allow
widow marriage ; the others do. Polygamy is allowed, and such of
them as cannot afford to buru their dead, bury them. They mourn
ten days and on the third day place cooked rice and milk on some
open spot, and aiie. 1¢1is touched by a crow they return home
gatisfied that the soul of the deceased is at peace. On the eleventh
day after a death they worship a silver plate with an embossed
mask of the deceased and feast relations and friends including the
four corpse-bearers. |Their chief god is the sun, but they worship
Venkoba, Khandoba, and the goddess Tulja Bhavéni, After a
marriage they perform the gondhal dance in honour of Khandoba,
and in honour of Bhavini they kill a goat and sacrifice it to her
after burniug its hair. They also observe the Gopdl feast, when on
certain days of the week they go begging in gangs, and cook
and eat together the grain they collect. Their priests are the ordinary
Maritha Brihmans, whom they respect. They have no headman
and settle social disputes at caste meetings. Some send their boys
to school till they can read and write a litlle and cast accounts.
Though not a rising people they earn enough for their ordinary
expenses.

Ma'ngs or Ma'digers, with a strength of 16,849, are found
throughout the district. They are divided into M4digerus, Mochi
Madigerus, and Méng Rauts, who do not eat together or intermarry.
They are dark, strong, and regular featured, and their head
hair is black and thick. The men shave the head except the
top-knot, and wear the moustache and whiskers, but not the beard,
The home tongue of the Karnitak Mings is Kénarese and of
the Telangs Telugu. They are hardworking, cunning, passionate,
and revengeful. They rank as the lowest of Hindus and will
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take food from all except Bhangis. They are leather-rope and
shoemakers, musicians, executioners, and cattle-gelders. Some of
them are village watchmen, husbandmen, and labourers. The Rauts
are leech-sellers whose special calling has made them a separate
class. They live in tiled or thatched huts and eat pork but not
beef. They also eat the flesh of dead animals and drink lquor.
They are great eatefs and their staple food is Indian millet ndchni
or siwi, split pulse, and chillies. They occasionally eat rice. They
name their children either on the ninth or the eleventh day after
birth. The parents arrange for the marriage of their children, the
boy’s father having to pay the girl’s father £2 4s. to £3 (Rs.22-30).
Their marriage ceremony is simple and lasts for only one day. The
ceremony is performed by a woman of the caste who knows the
formula. This woman is not called by any particular name nor is
any woman specially appointed for the purpose. Any goodnatured
experienced elderly woman is chosen at the time from among the
guests. They have no special marriage songs but sing those which
are used on other merry occasions. Soon after the guests are met
the woman who is to conduct the ceremony is chosen ; she makes the
pair sit on a blanket face to face when a cloth 1s held between them
and asong is sung! When the song is over grains of rice are thrown
on the heads of the boy and girl ; the marriage coronet or bdshing is
tied to their brows and they are husband and wife. A feast to the
caste people ends the ceremony. The liusband sometimes makes the
wife a present of not more than £1 (Rs.10). They allow widow
marriage, the children of the first busband being givento his relations.
Second marriages are simple. A caste meeting is called and before
the assembled people the widow agrees to marry the man, and the
man expresses his willingness to marry the widow. They either
bury or burn the dead, and mourn eleven days. They feast their
castemen o. the third day, the entertainment costing about 4s. (Rs.2).
The expenses on the day of the death are not more than 1s. {8 as.).
They are religious, and worship goddesses more than gods. The
names of their chief goddesses are Lakshmi, Tulja Bhavéni, and
Yellamma. They are said not to believe in or practise divination,
soothsaying, or witcheraft. They have no special holidays, lucky or
unlucky numbers, sights, and events, but consult the ordinary
Brébmaus. They have no headman, and settle disputes at meetings
of the caste. Adultery is punished with loss of caste, but the offender
is re-admitted if he repents and begs for pardon. They do not
send their boys to school, neither do they teke to new pursuits.
None of them have entered the Government service as soldiers.

1 One of the commonest wedding songs runs as follows: Rub turmeric, women,
on my king’s daughter ; rub the well-omened turmeric on my sister, the wife of one
who rules justly. Clothe, women, the daughter of Shri the goddess of wealth and
the wife of a king, in a princess’ garment. Dress, women, auspiciously the wife
who is like Subhadra, the wife of the five P4ndavs. Bind, women, the strings of
flowers on the head of the beautiful daughter. Bind, women, suspiciously the
strings of flowers on the head of the wife of the leader of an army. Put, women,
the bodice on my Indra’s daughter aund wife of a king; putf, women, the bodice
suspiciously on the wife and my sister. Rub, women, the red-powder on my
In 'm'n daughter ; rub, women, auspiciously red-powder om the wife of a king, my
sister.
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They earn enough to maintain themselves, but their savings are
swallowed in heavy marriage expenses. They are a poor people.

1A ccording to the 1881 census, Belgaum Musalma'ns numbered
66,200 or 7:66 per cent of the whole population. The Musalméu
section of the Belgaum population includes thirty-eight classes, of
whom ten intermarry and are separate in little more than in name,
and twenty-eight form distinet commnunities marrying only among
themselves. The classes who intermarry belong to two groups,
four general divisions, Syeds, Shaikhs, Moghals, and Pathans,
and six local divisions, of whom two Attdrs or perfumers and Manydrs
or dealersin hardware are traders, three Kaldigars or tinsmiths
Kharadis or wood-turncrs and N4lbands or farriers are craftsmen,

‘and one Baidaras are servants.

Of the twenty-seven separate communities who marry among
themselves, six are of outside and twenty-one are of local origin.
The six of outside origin are Bohords and Mehmans from Gujardt
and Cutch; Labbeys from the Malabdr Coast ; and Mukeris, Gdo-
kasabs, and Kdkars from Maisur, the first four classes being traders,
the fifth craftsmen, and the last servants and labourers. Of the
twenty-one classes of local origin one is a special community of Gair-
Mahadis ; two are traders Baghbdns or fruiterers and T4mbolis or
betel-leaf sellers ; two are dealers in animals, Kanjars or poultry and
egg sellers and Pendhiris or pony-hirers; eight are craftsmen,
Bojgars or millet beer brewers, Gaundis or bricklayers, Jharakars or
dust-sifters, Tddkasibs also known as Sultdnis d¢ mutton-butchers,
Momins orweavers, Patvagarsorsilk tassel twisters, Pinjéras or cotton
carders, and Sikalgars or armourers ; four are servants, Bhatyaras or
cooks, Dhobis or washermen, Hal4lkhors or scavengers, and Pakhdlis
or watermen; and four are musicians performers or players, Darveshis
or tiger-showmen, Gidrodis or jugglers, Kasbans or dancing-girls, and
Taschis or kettle-drammers. Of the fonr general divisions, Syeds,
Shaikhs, Moghals, and Pathéns, the Moghals are a very small body.
The other three divisions include large numbers and are found in all
parts of the district. They are probably the descendants of local
Hindus who on embracing Islém took the title Shaikh or Pathén
in honour of the religious or the military leader under whom they
were converted. At the same time almost all elaim, and probably
most of them claim with right, to have some strain of foreign or of
Upper Indian blood. The earliest foreign element was the traders,
especially the horse-dealers, the religious leaders, and above all the
mercenaries and military adventurers who, before the beginning of
Musalman power about the close of the thirteenth century, found
their way to the courts of the early Hindn kings of the Deccan and
the Karndtak. The first large arrival of foreign Musalméns was
probably the Turki and North Indian troops who accompanied the
armies of Alla-ud-din Khilji in their conquests in the Deccan during
the first twenty years of the fourteenth century. A second Central
Asian and North Indian element, no doubt resunlted from the con-
quests of Mubdrik Khilji in 1318 and of Muhammad Tughlik in

1 From materials supphed by Mr. Syed Déud, clerk, Registration Department.
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1328. In 1347 the establishment of the independent Bahmani
dynasty severed the connection between the Deccan and the north.
The result was to introduce through the Konkan and Kénara ports a
strain of Persian, Arab, and East African blood. The namber of these
foreigners who reached the Karndtak was small, until in the latter
part of the sixteenth century the Karntak was conguered by Bijipur.
Except a few who can trace their descent from some early religious
leaders the memory of these early Musalman settlers has disappeared.
Almost all the classes who admit their descent from local Hindns
trace their conversion to one of three great spreaders of Isldm, the
Emperor Anrangzeb who ruled the South Deccan from 1687 to 1707,
Haidar Ali who raled Maisur from 1763 to 1782, and Haidar's son
Tipu who ruled Maisur from 1782 to 1800.!

Except the Memans who speak Cutchi and the Bohords who
speak Gujardti at home, almost all Musalméng, both villagers and
townspeople, speak Hindnstini with a mixture of Mardthi and
Kénarese words.

The village Musalméns as a rule are tall, sturdy, and dark, but
the large eyes, fair skin, and high features of many of the towns-
people poiut to a strain of northern or of western blood. Musal-
méns of all clagses take at least two meals a day. They breakfast
about ten in the morning on wheat or millet-bread and pulse and
vegetables, and if rich on mutton ; they sup about eight in the
evening on millet and pulse, and in some of the richer families on
wheat and rice and mntton or vegetables. Some of the richer
classes, and almost all husbandmen, have three meals, the richer
breakfasting on tea, wheat-bread, milk, and eggs ; and the husband-
men taking a cold breakfast about seven, a midday meal in the
fields, and a supper on reaching home in the evening. The field-
working Musalméns are very fond of chillies and onions which in
many cases take the place of a relish or curry. In a husband-
man’s family of four persons four to six pounds of chillies are nsed
every month. The rich give costly public dinners at which the chief
dishes are biryani and jords. Diryani is & dish of mutton, clarified
butter, rice, cardamons, cloves, black pepper, cinnamon, and frosh
ginger or saffron; jarda is a sweet dish of rice, clarified butter, sngar,
almonds, saffron, and other spices. A dinner at which both of these
dishes are given costs about £3 10s. (Rs. 35) for a handred guests.
Among the middling classes and the poor the chief dish at public
dinner is a puléo of boiled rice and clarified butter eaten with ddlcha
or pulse and mutton curry; a puldo dinner costs £1 10s. to £2 10s.
(Rs. 15- 25) for evory hundred guests. Many rich families eat
matton daily, and most have mutton either once a week, or at

10f twenty classes who admit a Hindu origin, fourteen, Attars or perfumers,
Bhigvdns or gm‘deners, Bhatyaras or cooks, Bojgars or brewers, Gaundis or masons,
Jharakaris or dust-washers, Kaligars or tinsmiths, Kharadis or wood-turners, Manydrs
or handware dealers, N4lbands or farriers, Patvigars or tassel-makers, Pinjérds or
cotton teasers, Sikligars or armourers, and Tambolis or betel-sellers trace their
conversion to Aurangzeb (1687 - 1707) ; three, Baidaras or Bedars, Dhobis or washermen,
and Haldlkhors or scavengers, trace their conversion to Haidar Ali (1763-1782) ; and
thres, Kanjars or poulterers, Sultdnis or butchers, and Pakhalis or watermen to Tipu

(1782-1800).
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special dinners, or on the Ramzén and Bakar Id or Bull festival.
Except Bohords, Mehmans, and members of the four main divistons,
almost all Belgaum Musalméns prefer mutton to beef, and many of
the local communities, especially the mutton-butchers and the
fruiterers, will on no account touch beef. Buffalo beef is considered
unwholesome and is avoided by all. Fowls and eggs are generally
used by the rich and by the poor when they entertain friends and
relations, and when they sacrifice to any Hindu god or Musalmén
saint. Fish, both dry and fresh,’is eaten by all without objection.
The staple food of all classesis grain and pulse. Among the rich and
well-to-do, perhaps about twenty per cent of the whole, the grains
in ordinary use are wheat, Indian miltet, rice, and pulse; the
remaining eighty per cent use Indian millet, millet, and pulse. The
monthly cost of food in a rich Musalmén family of five varies from
£3 to £6 (Rs.80-60); in a middle-class family from £1 10s. to £2
(Rs.15-20) ; and in a poor family from 10s. to £1 (Rs. 5-10).
Water is the only beverage drunk by all classes of Musalméns.
Milk is taken with tea or coffee by the rich or with bread in the
morning. In spite of the religious rules against its use, country
liquor is largely drunk, and in some villages even sold by
Musalméns. On account of their cost imported wines and spirits
are little used. Of intoxicating drugs, bhang or gdnja that is hemp
leaves, charas also made from hemp leaves, and madaf small balls
made of bdbul leaf ashes soaked in opium water, are largely used by
servants and beggars. Of other stimulants and narcotics tobacco is
smoked by almost all either in the form of cigarettes rolled in plan-
tain leaves, or in pipes, and in the form of snuff by some old men
of the trading classes., Opium is occasionally nsed by servants and
beggars.

Except the men of the four leading divisions of Musalméns who
wear the Musalmsn turban, coat, shirt, waistcoat, and trovsers, the
men of almost all classes dress in the Hindu style. The men wear
indoors a headscarf or a skull cap, a shirt or a waistcoat, and a
waistcloth. Out of doors, if rich on all occasions, and if middle-
class-or poor on festive occasions or holidays, they put on a Hindu-
shaped turban either twisted or loosely wound, a coat, and a pair of
shoes. The whole of the every-day dress is made of cotton, but
for festive or ceremonisl occasions almost all have a silk turban, a
silk-bordered waistcloth, and a silk handkerchief. They generally
have their turbans dyed on the Ramzén or Bakar Id festivals.
Except the Pirzddas or religious teachers and the Syeds, who prefer
green or white, the usual colour of the turban is red, yellow, or
orange. A rich man’s wardrobe is worth £10 to £20 (Rs. 100-200)
and his yearly clothes charges vary from £2 to £3 (Rs.20-30); a
middle-class man’s wardrobe is worth £3 to £5 (Rs.30-50) with
a yedrly cost of £1 to £2 (Rs.10-20), and a poor' man’s wardrobe
iz worth £1 to £2 (Rs.10-20) with a yearly cost of 10s. to 15s.
(Rs.5-7}).

Women of almost all classes wear the Hinda robe or sddi generally
eight yards long by a yard and a quarter broad, and a bodice or
choli covering the back and fastened in a knot under the bosom
with short tight-fitting sleeves covering the upper arm only, When
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the women of the four main divisions go out of doors they cover
themselves with a white sheet, and the Bohora -women shroud
themselves in a large black chintz or silk cloak which falls from the
crown of the head to the feet leaving a gauze opening for the eyes.
Other Musalmén women, as a rule, appear in public in the dress
which they wear indoors. Except on festive or ceremonial occasions
almost all women dress in cotton. The festive or cevemonial dress
consists of one or two sets of silk or embroidered robes called
pitdmbars and bodices. These rich garments are given by the
husband at marriage and generally last during the whole of the
woman’s life. A rich woman’s ceremonial dress is worth £10 to £20
(Rs.100-200), and a middle class or poor woman’s £3 to £8
(Rs.30-80). The yearly cost of dress varies for arich woman from
£2 to £3 (Rs.20-30), and for a middle class or poor woman from
£1to£2 (Rs.10-20). Except courtezans who always wear shoes
and women *of the better class families who wear embroidered
broadcloth slippers for a year or two after marriage, Musalmén
women never wear shoes.

The men of some of the lower classes, butchers, water-carriers, and
sweepers, when they can afford it, are fond of wearing a large gold
ring in the right ear, and a sifverchain called toda 1} to 24 1bs. (50 to
100 tolds) in weight on the right ankle. The men of the other
classes seldom wear any ornament except finger rings. All who can
afford it are fond of ornamenting their boys with a large thick gold
or silver neck-ring called hansli, a pair of silver or gold wristlets
calléd kadds, and a pair of silver ankle chains or fodds. Almost
all Musalmén women begin married life with a good store of
ornaments. Their parents must give them at least one nosering, a
set of eight to ten gold or silver earrings, and silver finger rings;
and their husbands muost invest in ornaments for the bride as much
as the amount of the dowry which iz generally £12 14s. (Rs. 127),
Among the poorer classes a woman seldom keeps her full stock of
wedding jewels. Most of them disappear by degrees in meeting
special expenses and in tiding the family over times of dear food or
scanty employment.

Townsmen of the four main divisions are fond of luxury and good
living. Their houses are generally one-storied with tiled roofs.
Many of them have a frout or back yard enclosed by a stone wall
five to seven feet high. A few of the better class of houses have
walls of cut-stone and cement, and a framework of good timber.
But the walls of most are of rongh stone and clay smeared with a
wash of cowdung; the timber framework is scanty and cheap.
Few houses have much furniture. Almost none have tables or chairs
or other articles of European pattern. They have a few mats and
carpets, a few low stools, a cot or two, some quilts or blankets, and
cooking and drinking vessels. Some of the rich and well-to-do
have Persian or English carpets and China mats in the sitting or
public room called baithak or ddlan,and large cushions or bolsters
laid against the walls to lean on. The houses of the rich and
well-to-do generally contfain five or six rooms, built round a square
or central yard which occasionally has a well of drinking water
Of the five rooms the front room is set apart as a public:room, and
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the last as a cook-room ; the rest are kept either as sleeping roomsor
as store rooms. A rich man’s house built of cut-stone and cement
with a good tirsber frame costs £50 to £300 (Rs. 500-3000) to
build and 10s. to 16s. (Rs. 5-8) a month to hire ; a lower, middle, or
poor man’s house costs £10 to £30 (Rs.100-300) to build and
1s. to 4s. (8 annas-Rs.2) a month to hire. Village houses are
built in much the same style ag the poorer class of town houses.

"They have generally three or four rooms. The front yoom, which is

always the biggest, is set apart as a cattle-shed ; the middle room ore
rooms are used for sleeping and for storing grain ; and the back room
for cooking. The houses have little furniture, a cot or two with
blankets, and a few brass and clay vessels.

Some landholders or jagirddrs and rich traders keep one or two
bouse servants and grooms, and pay them 8s. to 16s. (Rs. 4-8) a
month, With this exception the only servants which Musalindns
employ are barbers, washermen, and water-carriers. These men work

-for several families. Each family pays the washerman £1 to £2

(Rs. 10-20) a year, the water-carrier 10s. to £1 (Rs.5-10), and the
barber 8s. to 12s. (Rs. 4-6).

Village Musalméns are almost all land or estate holders. Town
Musalméns follow all callings, trading in piecegoods and grain,
and taking timber contracts, and supplying provisions to the
Commissartat Department. Two callings forbidden to the faithful
are commonly followed by well-to-do townsmen, moneylending
and liguor-gelling. Even the descendants of some of the highest
religious families freely and openly exercise these callings. The
bulk of the men of the fonr main divisions are servants and
mMessengers. ’

Except trading Bohords and Mehmans, and some classos of
craftsmen, the bulk of the townsmen, though clean and orderly,
are somewhat idle and fond of drink and good living ; the villagers,
especially the husbandmen, are hardworking and thrifty, but untidy
and occasionally somewhat turbulent. -

Except traders and a few craftsmen, husbandmen, and servants
who are well-to-do, most town Musalméns are badly off. Some live
comfortably on their earnings though forced to borrow to meet
special expenses, while others are pinched living from hand to
mouth. All but the very richest suffered severely in the 1876-77
famine not only from the very high prices of grain but because of
the failure of the demand for their labourorfor the articles which they
produce. Many wero forced to part with the bulk of their property,
and others incurred debts which they have not been able to pay.

The only specially Musalmén ceremony which all classes practise
is circumcising their sons. Of other specially Musalmén rites the
main body of Belganm Musalméng observe the sacrifice or akike
ceremony either on the seventh, twelfth, or fourteenth day after the
birth of a-child, and the initiation or bismilla that is in God’s
Name when the child is four years four months and four days old.
The mass of craftsmen, hosbandmen, and labourers avoid the
sacrifice and the initiation ceremonies partly from ignorance partly
from poverty. Women of all classes are careful to keep chhati or
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the sixth day after the birth of a child, and to observe the shaving
or mundan of the child’s head on the fortieth day after its birth or
when it is a year or two old. On the shaving ceremony they spend
large sums on dinners. A few craftsmen and labourersin a woman’s
first pregnancy hold a safvdsa ceremony in the seventh month,
spending & little on dinners to friends and relations. All classes
rob the bride and bridegroom with turmeric and henna; and the
first four Fridays after a marriage, called jumagts, are kept as festive
days and a little is spent on dinners to friends and relations. The
new-moon day of the first Muharram after marriage is unlucky for
a married couple. They are separated for a month, the br.de going
to her father’s house where the husband is notallowed to see her for
some days. On the third day after a death a ziarat or third day
mourning is held. About seven in the morning the mourners with
some friends and relations go to the mosque and all read the Kurén.
When the reading is over two trays are handed rcund, one with
parched rice mixed with froit, the other with flowers and a cup of
scent. The parched rice and fruit are taken by those present. Of
the flowers each picks one, dips it into the scent cup, and pu’s it back
on the tray. The flowers are afterwards taken to the grave. On the
tenth day a grand dinner is given at a cost of £3 to £8 (Rs. 30-80),
and after every tenth day for six months the Kurdn is read and
prayers are offered to God beseeching him to show pity to the soul
of the dead, and alms are given.

Except members of the four main divisions and some servants
and traders, who teach their children to read the Kurén, few
Musalmsne teach their children any religious books. Almost all

are careful to have their boys circnmcised and to get their marriages

and funerals performed by the kdz, that is the judge or marriage
registrar, or fnis deputy. Though few attend the mosque service
daily, almost all are careful to be present at the special services on
the Ramzdn and Bakar 1d festivals. They are also careful to give
alms and to pay the kdz his dues. Their religious officers are the
kdzi or judge, the mulla or priest, and the mujdgvar or beadle. The
kdet, who under Musalmén rule was both a criminel and civil judge,
bas now no fuunction except to register marriages. The office of
kdziis in most cases hereditary, the family holding some estate
~granted by the Moghals. As marriage registrar the kdz is paid
3. (Rs. 2%) for registering a marriage, and 2s. 6d. (Rs. 1}) for
registering a remarriage. He is much respected and his services are
considered of high value. Next in importance to the kdzs comes the
mulla or priest who is commonly ndib or deputy kdzi. He is gene-
relly a men chosen from some poor family because of his knowledge
of the Kurdn and of Urdu, and is deputed by the district- kdz to
register marriages in a certain yillage. Each village has one mulla
or priest who receives one-fourth part of the kdzi’s fee, that is 6d. to
2s5.3d. (4-10 as) for a marriage and 8d. to 74d. (2-5 as.) for &
remarriage. Besides these fees, the priest makes small sums by cut-
ting the throats of goats, sheep, and fowls with the proper Musalmsn
purifying ceremonies.! He cuts the throats of animals not only for

1 This ceremony is called haldl kama or making lawful,
B 8026
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Musalméns but for Hindu landholders as well, as they never eat the
flesh of an animal which has not been killed by a mulla. In some
villages, in reward for this service, the hereditary mulla bolds
land grauted by the villagers for his services. This he geuerally
himself tills. The ministrants or mujdvars are chiefly 2mployed as
the guardians of the shrines of Musalmén saints. The office, as a
rule, is not hereditary and holders occasionally give up the post if they
find better employment. They live either by begging or on the offer-
ings made to the shrine of which they have charge. They pray to
the saint on behalf of all who offer cocoanuts, sweetmeats, or flowers,
or who sacrifice sheep or fowls at the saint’s shrine. Besides the

_ offerings which he receives for the saint the mujduvar is presented with

1d. to 1}4d. (3-1 anna) as chiraghi or lamp-money which he keeps for
himself. Ministrants, whose shrines do not yield enough to support
them, go from village to village begging in the name of their saiut,
and sometimes journey to Poona or to Bombay staying several months
and returning for the yearly wrus or fair. The spiritual guides or
wpirzddas, that is saint-sons, are held in high respect. The chief saintly
families in Belgaum are the Bashebans who are descended from Pir
Syed Umar Idrus and Pir Syed Muhammed bin Syed Al Khat4l.
The representatives of these holy men live chiefly on the rents of
their estates and by moneylending. They have no specially religious
character, and do not attempt to gain converts to Islam.

Most Musalmans belong to the sect of Sunnis that is they accept
the succession of the four Iméms, Abubakar-Sidik, Umar, Usman,
and Ali. They form a body bound together by strong religious ties.
They worship in the same mosque, keep the same holidays,
perform the same religious and social ceremonies, and respect and
employ the same kdzis. Musalméns who are not members of the
main community of Sunnis either belong to the minor Musalméin
sects or to the bodies of local converts who have either never given
up or who have again taken to Hindu practices. The minor
Musalmén sects are represented in Belgaum by the Bohorés, people
of Gujarst origin who belong to the Ismaili branch of Shifs. They
are known as Daudi Bohorés from the name of the pontiff or Mula
Ssheb whose claims in a disputed succession they supported.!
Another sect of some conmsequence, the Ghair Mshdis or anti-
Méhdis, hold that the M&hdi or looked for Imém or leader has come.

1 Shi4s that is holy, generally called rdbjis or heretics, are the second of ihe main
Musalmén sects. Th?r reject three of the four Sunni Iméms, Abubakar-Sidik,
Umar, and Usmén, and in their stead honour twelve Imams of whom the first is Ali
the son-mn-law of the Prophet. Shids are divided into two classes, Mustalians and
Ismailians. The division arose on the death of the sixth Imam, J4afer Sadik who died
in 1300 (H. 698). 'This pontiff had quarrelled with his eldest son and passed him over in
favour of his younger sop. Ism4ili. ~ Those who supported the elder brother are known
as Must4lians and those who supported the younger brother as Jamdiliana. The chief
representatives of the Must4lians are the Khoj4s the followers of H.H. Agsh Ali Shih
Khan, and the chief represeniatives of the Ismailians are the Déudi Bohords. The chief
pointsof difference between Sunnis and Shi4s are that the Sunnis hold that Abubakar,
Omar, and Usman were the lawful successors of the prophet ; and the Shiss believe
that Ali was the lawful heir to the Khaliphat and was kept out of his rights by the
three cthers. The Shids leave out certain passages from the Kurdn which they say
were written b{ Usman ; and add a chapter in praise of Ali under the belief that it
was kept back by Usman. .
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Among the separate communities the mutton-butchers or Kaséis,, Chapter IIL
the betel-sellers or T4mbolis, and the fraiterers or B4gbans, have' Popation.
such strong Hindu leanings that they do not associate with other
Musalméns, They almost never come to mosque, eschew beef,
keep Hindu holidays, and openly worship and offer vows to Hindu
gods. Almost all of these special communities who marry among
themselves only, have a union or committee called jamdt which
settles their disputes at meetings of the men of the community each
under a head called patel or chaudhari. The headman 1s chosen
from among the oldest and richest members of the community. If
the majority of the men of the class agree the headman has power
to fine any one who breaks the caste rules. Almost all of these
distinct communities obey the kdzi, and sometimes refer social
disputes to him for disposal.

The want of education, thrift, and forethoughv greatly interferes Prospecta.
with the prospects of the Musalméns. Except the pushing well-
to-do trading Memans and Bohords, who teach their bhoys Marsthi
and Urdu, not more than thirty per cent of tho Musalméns send
their boys to school. Few learn English or enter Government service
as clerks. -

Few Musalméns leave the district in search of employment or for Movements,
other causes. On the contrary a considerable umber of Musalméns,
especially military pensioners, are drawn to settle at Belgaum by the
cheapness of provisions, the pleasantness of the climate, and because
of the openings for employment which the presence of so large a body
of troops causes. The ten classes that form the main hody of
Musalmsns, who intermarry and are separate in little more than in
name, include, besides the four genera! divisions of Syeds Shaikhs
Moghals and Pathéns, six small communities of whom $wo are
shopkeepers, Attérs or perfume-sellers and Manyérs or bangle-
sellers; three are craftsmen, Kaldigars or tinsmiths Kharddis or
wood-turners and Nilbands or farmers; and one, the Bedras, are
servants.

Syeds or Pirza’da’s, also known as Mashaiks, number about Syeds or
a thousand, and claim descent chiefly from two Belgaum saints, Pireddd..
Syed Muhammad bin Syed Ali Katéli known as Katélwali or Saint
Katil, and Syed Umar Idrus Basheban. Both of these men came
from Arabia as missionaries during the rule of the Adilshdhi kings
of Bijépur (1489-1686). They hold estates which were granted to
them by the Bijépur kings and the Moghal emperors. Thongh
mixture of blood has greatly changed their appearance, these Syeds
trace their origin to Ali and Fatima the son-in-law and daughter of
the Prophet. The men take the word Syed that is holy, or Mir that
is head, before, and Shsh that is king, after their "names; and the
women add Bibi to theirs. Their home speech is Hindustdni. The
men are tall or of middle height, well-built, strong, and fair. They
shave the head, wear the beard full, and dress in a white or green
turban or a headscarf, a long coat, a shirt, a waistcoat, and loose
trousers. The women, who are either tall or middle-sized and
refined, with arched eyebrows, long straight nose, full limbs, and
fair skin, wear the Hindu robe and bodice. They do mot appear
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in public, and perform ne work except minding the house. Both
men and women are neat and tidy in their habits. The rich are
landlords or jdgirddrs, traders, and commissariat contractors; the

oor are soldiers, constables, messengers, and servants. Though
hardworking, they are apt to fall into a luxurious and intemperate
way of living. Most of them are well-to-do and not scrimped for
food. Asa rule they marry among themselves but they occasionally

ive their daughters to Shaikhs of high family. Their customs do
Sob differ from those of other Musalmans. They follow the regular
Ldzi and employ him in their marriage and funeral ceremonies. In
religion they are Suuuis of the Hanafi school. Most of them are
religious, but the bulk of the young men are careless about sayiug
their prayers. They take much interest-in teaching their children
Arahic, Persian, and Mar4thi, and of late some have begun to send
their boys to English schools.

Shaikhs, that is ELoees, are found in large numbers throughout
the district. They are of two main branches, the Sidikis who
trace their descent to Abdbakr Sidik the father-in-law, and the
Farukis who trace their descent to Umeral-Faruk the son-in-law of
the Prophet Muhammad. Besides those who may have some sbrain
of foreign blood many local converts have received the title of
Shaikh from the masters who induced them to embrace Lslim.
Their appearance and dress do not differ from those of the Syeds
and like them their home specch is Hindusténi. The men take the
word Shaikh or elder before, and the women the word Bibi or lady
after their names. Thcir women, like Syed women, do not appear in
public or do auy work except managing the house. Both men and
women are meat and clean. They are hardworking, thrifty, and
hospitable. The rich are traders and landlords or jdgirddrs, and
the poor are soldiers, constables, servants, and messengers. A fow
are rich and well-to-do, but most are poor and in debt. They
marry either among themselves or with any of the ordinary classes
of Musalmans, from whom they do not differ in manners or customs.
They obey the-kdzi and have no special headmau. In religion they
are Sunnis of the Hanafi school. As a class they are religious, most
of them, except the young, being careful to say their prayers. They
teach their children Urdu and Mardthi, and of late some have begun
to send their boys to English schools.

Moghals, the representatives of the Moghal invaders of the
Deccan in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, are found in
small numbers. The men add Mirza to their names and the women
Bibi ; they speak Hindusténi and do not differ in appearance or dress
from Syeds or Shaikhs. DBoth the men and womenare neal and
cean and the women neither appear in public nor add to the family
income. They are hardworking, but many of them are fond of
drink and few are well-to-do or able to save. They are either
constables, messengers, servauts, or husbandmen. Except with
Syeds, who do not as a rule give their daughters to Moghals, they
marry with all the main classes of Musalméns. They are Suuuis of
the Hanafi school, but few are religions or careful to say their
prayers They obey the kdzi and their manners and customs do not



Earnétak]
BELGAUM. 205

differ from those of other regular Musalméns. They teach their
children Urdu and Mardthi. None have learnt English or risen to
high position.

Pathans, or WarRIoORs, said to come from paithna to penetrate, are
found in large numbers thronghout the district. They represent
the Afghans who came to the Deccan in the service of the Bijépur
kings and Moghel emperors. Some of them are local converts who
took the title of Pathén because they joined Isldim under the
patronage of some Afghan general or missionary. They speak
Hindusténi among themselves and Maréthi with others. They. are tall
or of middle height, well-made, strong, and dark or olive skinned. The
men shave the head, wear the beard full, and dress in a Maratha
tarban, a short shirt, a tight-fitting jacket, and a pair of tight trousers
or a waistcloth. The women, who are either tall or of middle size,
with regular features and wheat-coloured skins, wear the Hindu robe
and bodice. They neither appear in public nor add to the family
incowe. Both men and women are neat and tidy in their habits.
They are soldiers, constables, messengers, servants, and husbandmen.
Though hardworking, many of them are fond of smoking hemp and
drinking fermented millet beer or boja, end palm-spirib. As & class
they are badly off, many of them being in debt. They marry among
themselves or with any of the main Musalmén divisions. Except the
villagers who abstain from the use of beef and offer vows to Hindua
gods, their manners do not differ much from those of the ordinary
Musalméns. They are Sunnis of the Hanafi school, but few of them
are religious or careful to say their prayers. They teach their boys
Urdu and Marithi, and of late some have begun to send their
children to Government schools to learn English. None have risen to
any high position,

Atta’rs or PerruMers, local converts from the Hindu class of
the same name, are found in small numbers in some of the larger
towns, According to their own account, they were converted to
Islém by the Emperor Aurangzeb (1687-1707). Their home tongue is
Hindusténi, but with Hindus they speak Mardthi and Kénarese
fluently. The men who are middle-sized, well-made, and dark or olive
skinned, shave the head, wear the beard full, and dress in a Marétha
turban or headscarf, a tight-fitting jacket, and tight trousers or a
waistcloth. Their women, who are of middle size, delicate, with
good features and of a wheat colour, dress in the Hindu robe and
bodice, appear in public, but except when they grow elderly do not
help the men in selling perfumes. Both men and women are neat
and clean in their habits, They are aftdrs or perfume-sellers and find
o fairly constant demand for their wares. They sell several sorts
of perfumes and tooth-powders, chiefly exiracts of rose, jessamine,
and other flowers, at prices varying from 2s. to £1 (Rs. 1-~10) thetola
of ths of an ounce ; frankincense or agarbatii at one to two shillings
(8 as.-Re. 1) the pound ; aloewood or argaja at one to two shillings
the tola ; dentrifice or misst at 1s. (8 ans.) the pound; red-powder or
kunku et one shilling (8 as.) the pound; red thread or ndda for
women’s hair-nets at 1s. (8 as.) the pound ; and the thread garlands
or sahellis which are worn during the Muharram festival at 1id. to

Chapter IIL
Population.

Mosarming,
Pathdns.

Atidrs.



~-apter I
Population.
ALMANS,
Attdrs.

Aonydrs.

[Bombay Gazette..,
206 DISTRICTS.

84. (1-2 as.) tho pair. Of these articles, the tooth-powder or miss®
and the red-powder or kunku, are the only articles sold in any large
quantity. The flower extracts or attar, the frankincense or agarbatit,
and the other perfumes are sold only occasionally to the rich. The
thread garlands are sold only during the latter five of the ten days
of the Muharram festival, and are bought by both Hindus and
Musalméns, Their yearly income does not exceed £50 (Rs. 500).
Most have shops ; but some of the poor bawk their wares from street
1o street or from village to village. They are hardworking, thrifty,
and sober, and sore of them are fairly well-to-do and able to save.
They do not form a separate community por have they any special
organization. They marry either among themselves or with any of
the regular classes of Musalmdns, and bave nothing peculiar in their
manpers or customs. They are Supnis of the Hanafi achool, mosr « £
them fairly religious or careful to say their prayers. They do not
gend their children to school. Of late somehave begun to teach their
boys Marsthi and Urdu, but none have risen to any high position.

ManyaTrs, Dealers in hardware and glass bangles, are local
converts, probably of mixed Hinduorigin. They are found in small
numbers in Belgaum and other large towns. They are said to have
been converted by the Emperor Aurangzeb between 1687 und
1707. Their home speech is Hindusténi and oub of doors Maréithi
or Képarese. They are tall or of middle size, well-made, and of a
brownish colour. The men shave the head, wear the beard full, and
drest in Hindu fashion in a shirt, a waistcoat, and a waistcloth.
The women, who are.like the men in face, wear the Hindu robe and
bodice, appear in public, and help the men in their work. Both
men and women are neat and clean in their habits. Chinese and
Buropean competition has forced the Manydrs to five up making
glass bangles and take to trading in hardware an miscellaneous
articles. Of bangles they selltwo kinds of Chinese glass bangles which
they buy from wholesale Hindu dealersin Bombay, a dearer bangle at
1s. 6d. (12 as.) the dozen and a cheaper bangle at 6d. to 9d. (4- 6 as.}
the dozen, and common or country glass bangles at 4d. (23 as.) the
dozen. They make and sell lac bracelets at 9d. to 1s. (6 - 8 as.) the
dozen. Of hardware they sell iron vessels, buying them cheap from
Ghisidi tinkers or wandering blacksmiths and selling them at a good
profit to Pinjéras or cotton-teasers and Momins or weavers. They
buy cotton ropes by weight and sell them by the yard. Of European
articles they sell match-boxes, mirrors, brass ornaments, and
Janterns, which they buy from wholesale Bohora or Hindu merchants.
Some of them stay in their shops, and others go to villages which
have weekly markets. When the men are away the women sit in
the shops and sell They are hardworking, thrifty, and sober, and,
thoagh their profits are small, they are fairly off and able to save
for emergencies. They marry cither among themselves or with any
of the regular Musalmans. 'They have two different craft names:
Bangarharas who sell bangles, and Manyérs who deal in bangles and
hardware. These are not separate communities as they intermarry
and eat together. 'They haveno special organization and o headman
cxcept the kizi who settles their social disputes. Their manne.
and customs do not differ from those of ordinary Musalméns. Thoy
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aro Sunnis of the Hanafi school but are not religious or careful to
say their prayers. They do not send their boys to school or take to

new pursuits.

Kala’igars, or Tvsmrras, probably local converts of mixzed
Hindu origin, are found in small numbers in Belgaum and in some
other large towns. They are said to have been converted by
Aurangzeb (1687-1707) and call themselves Shaikhs. * Their home
tongue is Hindust4ini, but with Hindus they speak correct Mar4thi
or Kdnarese. They are middle-sized, thin, and either dark op
olive-coloured. The men shave the head, wear the beard full, and
dress in a Jarge Mardtha-like white or red turban, a shirt, a tight-
fitting jacket, and a pair of tight trousers or a waistcloth. The
women, who are like the men in face, weart he ordinary Maritha
robe and bodice. They do not appear in public, and add nothing to
the family income. Both men and women are neat and clean in their
habits. They are tinsmiths by craft and are hardworking, but some
of them are excessively fond of intoxicating drinks on which they
spend most of their earnings. They are neither rich nor scrimped
for food, but have to borrow to meet special expenses. They coat
copper and brass vessels with tin and work for all classes, being paid
ls. 6d. to 2s. (12 as.-Re.1) for tinming a dozen vessels. Their
employment is said of late to bave declined as many of the poorer
Musalm4ns and Hindus are said to have taken to cooking their every-
day food in clay vessels to save the cost of tiuning brass and copper.
Many are said to have gome to Haidarabad, Poona, or Bombay,
They marry either among themselves or with any of the regular
classes of Musalmédns. They form a well-organized body and hold
meetings to settle social disputes under a headman or ehaudhar:
chosen from the oldest and most respected members. If the majority
agree, the headman has power to fine any one who breaks the class
rules. In other ways their manners or customs do not differ from
those of the regular Musalméns. They obey the kdzi and employ him
at their marriage and funeral ceremonies. They are Sunnis of the
Hanafi school, but few of them are religious or careful to gay their
prayers. They send their boys to school and teach them Marsthi.
None have risen to any high position,

Khara’dis, or Woop-rorners, local converts probably of the Sutér
caste, are found in small numbers in Belgaum and in other large
towns. They are said to have been converted by Aurangzeb. Among
themselves they speak Hindusténi, and Marathi or K4narese with
others. The men are tall or of middle size, well-made, and dark.
They shave the head, wear the beard either short or full,
and dress in a large red Mardtha turban, a tight-fitting jacket,
and 2 waistcloth. The women, who are like the men in face, wear
the Hindu robe and bodice. They appear in public and help the
men in their work. Both men and women are dirty and untidy in
their habits. They are wood-turners by craft, and turn bed-legs,
cradles, and children’stoys,and colour them with red, yellow, orange,
green, and blue lac. They are hardworking and thrifty,and most of
them are sober. They earn one to two shillings (Sas. - Re. 1) a day,
bat their work is so uncertain that many have given up their craft
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and become servants and messengers or gonme to Bombay or
Haidarabed in search of work. They are not well-to-do, and live
front hand to mouth, They marry either among themselves or
with any of the regular classes of Musalméns. Though they form
a separate body, they have no special organization and no headman
except the kdzi who settles their gocial disputes. Their customs
do not differ from those of ordinary Musalméns. They are Sunnis
of the Hanafi school, but are not religious or careful to say their
prayers. They do mnot give their boys any schooling. On the
whole they are said to be a falling class. :

Na'lbands, or Farriegs, probably local converts of mixed Hindu
origin, are found in small numbers in Belgaum. They are said to
have been converted by Aurangzeb, and call themselves Shaikhs.
They speak Hindustini among themselves and Mar4thi or K4narese
with others. The men are tall or of middle height, strong, and dark
or olive-skinned. They shave the head, wear the beard either short
or full, and dress in a Mar4tha turban, a shirt, a jacket, and a pair
of tight trousers or a waistcloth. The women, who are of middle
gize, well-featured, and wheat-coloured, wear the Hindu robe and
bodice, and neither appear in public nor add to the family income.
Both men and women are neat and clean in their habits. They
make their living as farriers, shoeing horses and bullocks. They
are hardworking, but excessively fond of drink and of smoking
hemp or gdnja. Except a few, who are fairly off, most are in debt.
They are paid 1s. to 2s. 6a. (8 as.-Ra. 11) for shoeing a horse and
8d. o 6d. (2-4 as.) for shoeing a bullock. They go from house to
house in search of work, and some of the poorer sit by the roadside
or near places where laden bullock-carts stop. Their work is
uncertain and they do not earn more than 14s. to £1 6s. (Rs. 7-13)
a month. They marry either among themselves or with any of the
general classes of Musalméns. They are separate only inname. They
have no class organization, and their manners and customs- do not
differ from those of the regular Musalméus. They obey the kdzi and
through him settle social disputes. They are Sunnis of the Hanafi
gchool but are not religious or careful to say their prayers. They
teach their children Maréthi, but none teach them English. Besides
ag N4lbands some earn their living as messengers and servants.

Bedars, or Fraruess, Hindu converts from the local tribe of
Baidarus, are found in small numbers in Belgaum. They are said to
have been converted by Haidar Ali of Maisur (1763-1781), who
considered them among his most trusty soldiers. They are said to
have come from Maisur to Belgaum about seventy years ago. They
call themselves Khéns. Their home speech is Hindusténi, but with
others they talk Marsthi and Kénarese. The men are tall and
robust, with large eyes, long straight noses, broad chests, with dark
or olive skins. Some shave the head; others let the hair grow.
They wear long and full beards, and dress in a turban, a coat, a shirt,
and tight trousers. Their women, who are either tall or of middle
height, well-made, with regular features and fair skin, dress in the
Hindu robe and bodice. They appear in public but do not add to
the family income. Both men and women are neat and clean in
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their habits. They are servants and messengers. They are
hardworking but excessively fond of liquor. They are neither
well-to-do nor scrimped for food, and on marriages and other
special occasions have to borrow. They do not form a separate
community. They marry with the main body of Musalméns and do
not differ from them in manners and customs. They have no special
organization and nc headman except the regular kdzi who settles
their social disputes. They are Sunnis of the Hanafi school, and are
generally religious and somefimes strict in saying their prayers.
Some of them teach their boys Maréthi, but noue teach them English.
None have risen to any high pesition.

Of the twenty-eight separate communities, the six of outside
origin are the Bohords, Gdokasdbs, Labbeys, Memans, and Mukeris.

Bohora's,! the only Shids in the district, are found in small
numbers in Belgaum.  Originally partly Hindu converts and partly
descendants of Arah and Persian imuniigrants, they are said to have
come from Surat and Bombay to Belgaum about forty years ago.
They are Ismaili Shids in religion and are known as Daudis from
Daud, the name of a pontiff or Mulla Sfheb whose claim they
supported in a case of disputed succession. Their home speech
is Gujardti, and with others they speak Hindustdni or Marathi.
They are active and well-made with an olive skin and regular
clear-cut features. The men shave the head, wear the beard long,
and dress with considerable care and neatness iu a white tightly wound
turban, a long shirt hanging to the knee, a waistcoat, a2 long overcoat,
and a pair of loose trousers of white cloth or striped chintz. The
women are fair and delicate, with regular features. They are very
clean, neat, and modest and are particularly fond of dyeing the soles
of their feet and the palms of their hands red with henna. They
appear in public muffled in.a long cloak from head to foot. Except
by house work they add nothing to the family income. Their dress is
a petticoat of three or four yards of silk or chintz, a headscarf, and
a backless bodice with short and tight-fitting sleeves. The large
cloak or burkha which they wear out of doors is made of striped
black silk or chintz. They deal chiefly in Bombay piecegoods and
in hardware. They are said to be honourable traders and to have
a good name for gx.ir dealing. - They are hardworking, thrifty, and
sober, very economical, and well-to-do. They eat and drink with
other Musalmdns but marry only among themselves. They have
a well-organized community with a mulla at their head, the deputy
of the pontifl or chief mulla of Surat, who performs their marmage,
circumcision, and death ceremonies, and collects the dues which they
are bound to pay to the chief mulla. They lay in the hands of the
dead a paper written by the chief mulla praying the Almighty to
have pity on the dead man’s soul®. Printed copies of this prayer are

1 The word Bohora is probably from the Gujarati vokorvu to trade.

% The words of this prayer are, 1 seek shelter with the Great God and with his
excellent nature against Satan, who has heen overwhelmed with stories. Oh God,
this slave of your’s who has died and upon whom you have decreed death is weak
and poor and needs your mercy. Pardon his sins, be gacious to him, and raise his
soul with the souls of the Prophets and the truthful, the martyrs, and the holy, for
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sent from Surat to the deputy mulla who ie paid a fee varying from
£2 to £30 (Rs. 20-300). The manners and customs of Bohords do
not greatly differ from thoso of ordinary Musalméns. They do not

ray in the ordinary mosques but have a separate meeting-room or
jamdt-khina where they meet to pray and settle social disputes.
Though they do not obey or respect the regular kdzi, they are allowed
to bury their dead in the regwlar burial ground. They send their
boys to Government schools to learn Mardthi and teach them
Gujaréti at home. None teach their boys English and they follow
1o calling but trade. They are pushing and prosperous.

Ga’okasa’bs, or Berr-puscHERs, immigrants from Maisur, are
found in small numbers in the Belgaum cantonment. They are said
to have come with General Wellesley’s army in 1808. They are
believed to be descendants of Abyssinian slaves. They are either
tall or of middle height, well-made, strong, and dark. Their home
speech is Hindusténi. The men shave the head, wear the beard full,
and dress in a headscarf, a shirt, a waistcoat, and a pair of tight
trousers. The women, who have the same cast of face as the men,
dress in a Hindu robe and bodice, appear unveiled in public, and
help the men in selling the smaller parts of beef. Both meu and
women are dirty and untidy in their habits. They generally kill cows
and have fixed shops, selling the beef to Christians and Musalmdns,
and to Mhérs, Bhangis, and other low-class Hindus. They are”
bardworking, but much given to intoxicating drinks, and are said to
be hot-tempered and quarfelsome. A few of them are rich, but the-
bulk are in debt. They form a separate community, and marry only
among themselves. They have a well-managed union with & head-
mean or chaudhari, who, with the consent of the majority of the men,
has power to fine any one who breaks caste rnles. Their manners
and customs do not differ from those of ordinary Musalméns and like
them they obey and respect the regular kdzi. In religion thoy are
Sunnis of the Hanafi school, but they are not religious dr careful to.
say their prayers. Being themselves illiterate, they do not send
their boys to school. They take tono new pursuits. .

to be with them is good. This is thy bounty. Oh God, have mercy on his body that
stays in the earth and show him thy kindness that he may be freed from pain and
that the place of his refuge may be good. By i‘)'gsur favourite angels, by the serens
angels, by your messengers, the Prophets, the best of the created, and by the chosen
Prophet the choice Amin, Muhammad the best of those who have v ed on earth
and whom heaven has overshadowed, and by his successor Ali, the son of Abi Talib,
the father of the noble Imdms and the bearer of heavy burdens from off the shoulderof

our Prophet, and by our Lady Fatima-tuz Zshers, and by the Imims her oﬁsgﬁng

asan and Hussain, descendants of your Prophet and by Ali son of Hussain and b
Muhammad son of Ali, and J4fer son of Muhammad, and Ismail son of Jafer, an
Muhammad son of Ismail, and Abdulsh-al-Mastur, and Ahmad-al-Mastur, and
Hussain-al-Mastur, and our Lord Mahadi, and our Lord K4im, and our Lord Mansur,
and our Lord Moiz, and our Lord Aziz, and our Lord Hakim, and our Lord Zahir, and
onur Lord Mastansir, and our Lord Mustali, and our Lord Amir, and our Lord the
Imém-ul-Tysb Abul Kasim Aminal-Mominain, and by their deputies and their
representatives and by the apostles and by the Kaimal Akbarilzamdn, and his
representatives and by the religions Imsms of his time, may the blessings of God be
upon them, anc by the apostle dd (a) for the time being our Syed and Lord, and our
Syed (a) the deputy of his Lordship, and our Syed (o) the neighbour of his Lordship,
and {a) the miristers of law who are learned and just, God is the best representative
ang the best defender. There is no power nor virtue but in God. -

(a) The name of the present holder is entered.
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Ka'kars, originally of the Kakarzahi tribe of Aighéns, are found
in considerable numbers in the Belgaum cantonment. According
to their story, about the middle of the cighteenth century they
carse to India as mercenaries of Ahmad Shah Abd4li, and in 1758
on the defeat of the Abd4li governor of Sirhind by Raghunath Rao,
the Kékars wandered in bands through M&lwa, the North-West
Provinces, and Gujarét, leading the life of outlaws. At last, hearing
of the rise of Haidar Ali’s power in Maisur, they joined him and
" remained in his service in the mounted battery till the fall of Tipu in
1799. Some of them state that their forefathers.came into Belganm
with Haidar Ali, and others that they came with General Wellesley
about 1803. Among themselves they speak a peculiar dialect, a
mixture of rongh Hindusténi, Brij, Malvi, and Mardthi, With others
they speak Deccan Hindusténi. The men are fall, strong, and
well-made, and dark or olive skinned. The men cither shave the head
or let the hair grow, wear the beard full and long, and dress in a
headscarf or a white Marétha turban, a shirt, a tight-fitting jacket,
and s pair of tight trousers or a waistcloth. Like the men, the women
are tall, thin, regular-featured, and dark, and wear the Hindu robe
and bodice. They appear in public and by their earnings add to
the family income. Both men and women, though hardworking, are
dirty and untidy, and being very fond of drink are not well-to-do.

The men ara servants, messengers, and pony-keepers, and the women .

sell poultry and head-loads of fuel. The men make 12s. to £1
(Rs. 6-10), and the women 8s. to 10s. (R=. 4-5) a month. They
form a separate body marrying only among themselves. They
are a well-organized community with a headman styled jamdddr
chosen from among their oldest and richest members. The present
jamdddr at Belgaum is learned in Persian, Marathi, and Urdu, and is
ighly respected not only by the Kékars of Belgaum, but also by
‘those of Dharwsr, Hubli, and Kalddgi. With the consent of the
_ majority of the castemen the jamddar has power to fine any one
whd breaks caste rules. Their manners and customs differ little
from those of ordinary Musalméns, and they respect and obey the
regular kdzi, employing him in their marriage and funeral ceremonies,
They are Sunnis of the Hanafi school and some of them are religious
and careful to attend prayers at the mosque. They have begun to
teach their children Maréthi and Urdu. None of them teach their
children English nor has any of them risen to a high position.

Labbeys, who are traders in skins and leather; are temporary
immigrants from the Madras Presidency. They are the descendants
of the Arabs and Persians who in the seventh century fled from the
tyranny of Hajjaj-ibn-Yusuf, the governor of Irik, and of the Arab
and Persian merchants in whose hands the foreign trade of West
India remained until the establishment of the Portuguese ascendancy
in the beginning of the sixteenth century. Their home speech is
Arvi or Malab4dr and with others Hindustdni. Their thin oval faces,
small and dark eyes, high cheek-bones, and pale skins prove a strain
of foreign blood. The men are tall or of middle height, well-made,
and strong. They shave the head, wear the beard full, and dress in a
white skull-eap around which on going out a kerkchief of striped
cotton-is wound, a long shirt falling to the knees, and a red or black
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striped waistclota not drawn back between the feet like the Maréthi
waistcloth. They are neatand clean in their habits. As they stay
in Belgaum for only a few months they do not bring their women
with them. They are hardworking, thrifty, mild, honest, and sober,
and for the most part are well-to-do, and have good credit as traders,
They are of great help to the local butchers to whom they advance
£10 to £100 (Rs. 100-1000)_to keep them from passing into the
hands of rival hide-merchants. They buy skins from the butchers

" at 8s. to 12s. (Rs. 4-6) a dozen and send them in salt to Madras or

Bombsay where they have tanneries. In religion they are Sunnis of
the Shéfai or Arab school. They are said to be strictly religious, -
and careful to say their prayers and to keep the rules of their faith.
They are on the whole a rising class.

Mehmans, properly Moxins or BeLievees and chiefly converts of
the Cutch V4nia and Lohé4na castes, are believed to have come from
Cutch and Kéthidwir about sixty years ago. Among themselves
they speak Cutchi and Hindusténi with others. They number about
forty houses and nearly a hundred souls, all of whom are -settled in
Belgaum. The men are tall, well-made, and strong, and of a brownish

-colour. They shave the head, wear the beard full, and dressin an

embroidered or silk headscarf, a long coat, a shirt, a waistcoat, and
a pair of loose trousers. The women are either tall or of middle
height, rather inclined to stoutness, with large and black or grey
eyes, straight nose, and fair skin. They wear a long shirt or
oba falling to the knee,” a headscarf or odna, and a pair of loose
trousers rather tight at the apkles. Except the old women who
sometimes sib in the shops, they do not appear in public or add
to the family income. Both men and women are neat and clean
in their babits. Some of the richer Mehmans contract to supply
the commissariat with fuel and provisions, others desl in piece-
goods, and others in hardware and miscellaneous European articles
such as matches, candles, glass buttons, mirrors, threads, pins, and
furniture. They are hardworking, thrifty, sober, and well-to-do.
They are able to save and to spend on special occasions. They
marry among themselves or take wives from Bombay Mehmans,
They form a separate community but have no special class
organization and no headman to settle their social disputes, except
the regular kdzi who presides over the meetings of the adult male
members, and, with the consent of the majority, fines any one who
breaks caste rules. Their manners and customs do not differ from
those of ordinary Musalméns. They are Sunnis of the Hanafi
school, and are religious or careful to say their prayers. They
send their boys to school to learn Mardthi and Urdu, but noue
learn English. None of them have taken to any calling except trade.
On the whole they are a rising class.

- Mukeris, that is Deniers, local converts probably of the Lamén
or Banjéri castes, are found in small numbers in Belgaum. They
are said to have come from Maisur as settlers with General
Wellesley’s army in 1803. They speak Hindustini among themselves
and Mardthi with others. The men are tall or of middle size, and
dark or olive skinned. They either wear the hair or shave the head,
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have full beards, and dress in a Hindu-like turban o= a headscarf, &
shirt, a waistcoat, and a pair of tight trousers or a waistcloth.
The women, who are like the men in face, wear the Hindu robe
and bodice, appear in public, but add nothing to the family income,
and have no very high character for modesty. Doth men and
women are neat and clean in their habits. Mukeris are grain-sellers
and grocers. They are hardworking, thrifty, and sober, but have
no character for honesty. Most of them are well-to-do and able to
save. They form a separate community, marrying among themselves
only. They settle social disputes at meetings of the men of the
class under a headman or chaudhari chosen from among the richest
and most respected families, who, in accordance with the wish of the
majority of the members, has power to fine any one who breaks
caste rules. They are Sunnis of the Hanafi school, bhut are seldom
religious or careful to say their prayers. They obey and respect
the kdzi and employ him to conduct their marriages and funerals,
They teach their children Maréthi and Urdu, but none learn English
and none have risen to any high position.

Ghair Ma'hdis, or anti-MAnpis, believe that the looked for
Mshdi, the last of the Iméms, has come. Their Mahdi was a certain
Muhammad M4hdi who was born in A.D. 1448 (m. 847) in J aunpur, a
village near Benares, and who at the age of forty began to act as a
saint or vali. He drew around him a large body of followers at
Jaunpur, and afterwards at Mecca. He returned to India in 1497
and in 1499 at P4tan in Gujardt openly laid claim to be the looked
for Méhdi. His public career was marked by the working of
miracles ; he raised the dead, gave sight to the blind, and speech to
the dumb. He travelled much, accompanied by two companions
Syed Khondmir and Syed Muhammad. In Farrah, a city of
Khordsan, in the year 1504 (w. 910) Muhammad M#hdi died of
fever, maintainiug to the last that he was the promised Mshdi.
His grandson Muhammad, after being persecuted in the
North-West Provinces and at Ujjain, was well received by
Burhdn Nizdm Shah of Ahmadnagar (1590), who not only allowed
him to remain in his dominions and to spread his faith, but gave his
daughter in marriage to the M#hdi’s son. With the help of
Burh4u’s patronage the Ghair Méhdis met with considerable success
and gained a large body of converts. They continued a powerful
community till towards the end of the seventeenth century they were
repressed by Aurangzeb. Though they are now free to profess their
opinions, the Ghair M4hdis still practise concealment or takiyah, and
always endeavour to pass as orthodox Muslims. There are very few in
Belgaum. Their head-quarters are at Ahmadnagar and Haidarabad
where they form a large circle or diaras and live apart from other
Musalméns. They speak Hindustdni, but have nothing special in
_ theirappearance’or dress. They are clean, neat,and hardworking, and
as a class are fairly off. Some of them are servants and messengers,
and others are husbandmen. They marry among themselves only, but
do not form a separate community and have no special organization.
They do not respect and obey the kdzi except that they ernploy him
to register their marriages. They keep the sacrifice, circumcision,
and initiation ceremonies and their marriage and death rites do not
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differ from thoxe practised by ordinary Musalméns. In religion
they profess to be Sunnis, and hold that their samnt was the last
Tmém and expected M4hdi.  As he is come they neither repent for
their sins nor pray for the souls of the dead. They teach their
children Urdu and Marsthi but no English. None have risen to any
high position.

Ba'gbans, or GARDENERS: local converts of the Kunbi caste, are
found over almost the whole district. They are said to have been
converted by Aurangzeb about 1687. Among themselves they"
speak Hindustsni, and Maréthi with others. The men are tall or of
middle size and dark. They shave the head and either shave or
wear the beard. They dress in white turbans, a tight-fitting jacket,
and a waistcloth. The women are either tall or middle-sized, thin,
well-featured, and brown. They dress in the Hindu robe and bodice,
appear in public, and help the men in selling vegetables and fruit.
Both men and women are dirty and untidy in their dress. They
are hardworking, orderly and sober, and are fairly off making their
living by selling fruit and vegetables. The fruit they sell is partly
of local growth and partly brought from other districts. Of local
fruit the chief varieties are plantains, guavas, oranges, watermelons,
pomegranates, and sugarcane. Of outside fruit they sell grapes,
sometimes brought from Poona, Goa mangoes, and Poona pummeloes
and pomegranates. Of vegetables they sell Poona and Mahdbaleshvar
potatoes, cabbages, carrots, and tursips. Some have fixed shops
and others attend weekly markets and fairs. When the men are away
the women sit in the shop and sell. They marry among themselves
only and form a separate community with a well-organized union,
settling their social disputesat meetings under a chaudhari or headman
who is chosen from the richest and oldest members of the community.
With the consent of the majority of the men the headman has power
to fine any one who breaks caste rules. They have a strong Hindu
feeling against the use of beef. They differ from the regular
Musalméns in observing Hindu festivals, offering vows to Hindugods,
and in failing to perform the akika or sacrifice and the bismilla or
initiationceremonies. Their one Musalmén rite isthat they circumcise
their sons. In religion they are Sunnis of the Hanafi school,
but they are mot religions or careful to say their prayers. They
respect and obey the kdzi, and employ him to conduct their marriage
and death ceremonies. They are illiterate themselves, and do not
send their boys to school. None have risen to any high position.

Ta'mbolis, or BErEL-SELLERS, local converts of the Kunbi caste
of that name, sre found in considerable numbers throughout the
district. They are said to have been converted by Aurangzeb.
Among themselves they speak Hindusténi and with others they
speak Marsthi. The men are tall or of middle eize and-of olive
colour. They shave the head, wear the beard full, and dress in a
Hindu-like turban, a tight-fitting jacket, and a waistcloth or a pair
of tight trousers. The women are generslly tall, thin,and fair, with
regular features. They wear the Hindu robe and bodice, appear in
public, and help the men in selling betel. Both men and women
are clean and neat in their habits. They buy betel leaf from the
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village Kunbis or bring it from other districts, and sell it at 13d.
(1 anna) the hundred leaves. They also buy Konkan and Mangalor
betelnuts from Hinda merchants who get them through their
Bombay agents. They retail tobacco and snuff, buying thestock from
wholesale deelers. They are hardworking, thrifty, and sober, end
fairly off, earning £10 to £20 (Rs.100-200) a year. They have
fixed shops, and some of them keep bullocks to bring loads of betel
leaf from outlying villages. In the absence of the men, the women
look after the shop. They marry miuong themselves only and form
a soparate community with a well-managed union settling social
disputes by mass meotings under a chaudhari or headmen chosen
from the richest and most respected families. With the consent of
the majority, the headman has power to fine any one who breaks
caste rules. Their menners and customs do not differ from thosoe of
ordinary Musalmdns. They are Sunnis of the Henafi school,
but they are not religious or careful to say their prayers. They
obey and respect the kdzi, and teach their children a little Marathi
bt no English. Their calling is prosperous and gainful and they
never take to other pursuits. ,

Kanjars, or FowLess, local converts from the Hindu tribe of the
seme name, are found in small numbers in Belganm. They are said
ted uave been converted by Tipu Sultdn (1783-1799). Among
themselves they speak a dialect of their own, which is a mixture of
rongh Hindustdui and Mardthi. With others they speak Maréthi.
The men are tall or of middle height, thin,and dark. They shave
thehead, wear the beard full, aud dress in a Hindu turban, a waistcoat,
and a waistcloth. The women are generally short, thin, dark,
and ill-featured. They wear the Hindu robe and bodice, appar in
public, and add to the family income by selling poultry, eggs, and
headloads of fuel, and by making hemp ropes. Both men and women
are poorly cled and dirty in their habits. Kanjars are hardworking
- but neither honest, sober, nor well-to-do. All live from hand

to-mouth, some in fair comfort, others much scrimped for food.
The men are servants and labourers earning 10s. to 14s. (Rs.5-7)
a month, and the women make 3d. to 6d. (2-4 as.) a day. Most of
their earnings are spent on liquor. They forma se;l)iirate community
marrying among themselvesonly. They have a well-organized body
with a headman or mukddam, under whom social disputes are settled
according to the opinion of the majority of the castemen. Breaches
of caste rules are punished by fine. They differ from ordinary
Musalmé4ns in worshipping and offering vows to Hindu gods. They
circumcise their sons but do not keep the sacrifice or the initiation
ceremonies, and, excopt employing him to register their marriages,
- they do not respect or obey the regular kdzi. In religion they are
Muselméns in little more than name, many of them passing their
whole lives without entering a mosque. They do not send their
children to school, and none of them has risen to any high position.

Pondha'ris, found in small numbers in Belganm, are converts
of mixed Hindu origin, partly local and partly NorthIndiau. Inthe
early partof the century, tillin 1817,1818,and 1819 they weresuppressed

by the Briti¢h, the Pendh4ris were the scourge of the greater part of
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India. Their home tongueis a mixture of rough Hindusténi, M4lvi,
and Mar4thi ; with others they speak Maréthi and Hindusténi. The
men are tall or of middle size, well-made, and of a dark or olive colour,
They shave the head, wear the beard full, and dress in & Hindu-like
turban or a headscarf, a tight-fitting jacket, and a pair of tight
trousers or a waistcloth. The women, who are like the men, are tall
or of middle size, dark, and generally rough-featured, and dress in
the Hindu robe and bodice. They appear in public aud add to the
family income chiefly by selling fuel. Both men and women are
poorly clad and dirty in their habits, The men keep ponies for hire
or work as labourers or servants, and the women sell grass, fuel, and
eggs. They are hardworking, but neither sober, honest, nor
well-to-do, They marry among themselves only, and form a separate
community with a headman styled jemddar, and have a good
organization far punishing social offences. Till lately they were
half-Hindus, openly worshipping Hindu gods, eschewing beef, and,
except that they circumeised their boys, keeping none of the specially
Musdlman ceremonies. Of late they seem of their own accord to have
taken a dislike to the worship of 1lindu gods, and now rank among
ordinary Musalméns with whom they eat and drink. Their women
still keep most Hindu customs, and most of the men abstain from the
use of beef. They respect and obey the regular kdzi and employ
him to conduct their marriage and funeral ceremonies. In religion
they are Sunnis of the Hanafi school, and a few of them are religious
and careful to say their prayers. Of late some have begun to teach
their children Mar4dthi and Urdu. On the whole they are a falling
class.

Bojgars, or MirrLer-BEER BREWERS, apparently local converts of
mixed Hindu origin, are found in small numbers in Belgaum and in
some other large towns. They are said to have been converted by
Aurangzeb. They speak Hindusténi among themselves and Marathi
with others. The men are middle-sized and lean, with small eyes,
outstanding cheekbones, and dark skins. Some men shave the
head and others wear the hair ; all grow tho beard which is generally
long and full. They dress in a white Mardtha-like twisted turban,
a waistcoat, and a waistcloth, The women, who' are like the men
in face, wear the Hindu robe and bodice, appear in public, and add
nothing to the family income. Both men and women are poorly
clad and dirty in their habits. They make beer by boiling Indian
millet with a herb called gulbel, hemp-seed or bhang, and kuchhla
Strychnos ruxvomica. They sell the beer which is largely drunk by
servants and labourers at 1d. (% anma) a bottle and earn 2s. to 4s.
(Rs.1-2) aday. Being thriftless, lazy, and fond of drink, they spend
almost their whole income on liquor and sweetmeats. Though they
form a separate community and marry only among themselves they
have no special headman and no special social organization. They
obey the regular kdzi snd employ him in settling social disputes,
and differ little in customs from the regular Musalméns. They are
Sunnis of the Hanafi school, but are neither religious nor careful
to say their prayers. Being themselves illiterate they do not give
their boys any schooling. On the whole they are a falling class.
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Gaundis, or Brickravers, local converts of the Hindu class of
the same name, are found in small numbers in Belganm dnd
other large towns. They are said to have been converted by
Aunrangzeb: Their home tongue is Hindust4ni, but with others they
speak Marsthi. The men are tall or of middle size, well-made,
strong, and dark. They shave the head, wear the beard full, and
dress in a large loosely wound Hindu-like turban, waistcoat, and
waistcloth. The women, who are either tall or of middle height,
are thin, well-featured, and olive-skinned. They wear the Hindu
robe and bodice, and appear in public, but add nothing to the
family income. Both men and women are neat and clean in their
habits. They are hardworking and thrifty, but, partly because they

et no help from their wives, and partly from what they lost durin gand
after the 1877 famine, they are not well-to-do. They are bricklayers
by craft, and earn 1s. to 2s. (8 as.-Re.1) a day. But work is not
constant, and a large number have moved to Kolhdpur, where
many public buildings have lately been made. Though they marry
‘among themselves only and form a separate community, they-have
no special social organization and no headman to.settle their disputes,
except the kds who among them holds the position of judge
as well as of marriage-registrar. They differ from ordinary
Musalméns in eschewing beef, offering vows to Hindu gods, and
keeping Hindu festivals, They circumcise their boys, but do not
keep either the initiation or the sacrifice geremonies. In religion
they are Sunnis of the Hanafi school, bnt they are seldom religious
or careful to say their prayers. They do not send their boys to
school, or take to new pursuits.

Jha'rakers, or DusT-waSHERS, converted by Aurangzeb from the
Hindu caste of Dhuldhoyas, are found in emall numbers in some
of the larger towns. Among themselves they speak Hindusténi,
and with others Mar4sthi. The men are of middle size, thin,
and dark. They shave the head, wear the beard short or full,
and dress in 8 Hindu-like turban or a headscarf, a shirt, a
waistcoat, and a pair of tight trousers or a waistcloth. The
women, who like the men are short and thin, are well-featured
and olive-skinned. They wear the Hindu robe and bodice,
and appesr in public, but add nothing to the family income.
Both men and women are neat and clean in their habits. Dust-
washers buy and sift the sweepings of goldsmith’s workshops, paying
2s. to 4s. (Rs.1-2) a month. They find small particles of gold and
gilver, and if Incky sometimes make about £1 (Rs.10) a month.
- Though hardworking, thrifty, and sober, they are not well-to-do, but
live from hand to mouth, and have to borrow to meet their special
charges. They form a separate community, marrying among
themselves only, but have no special social organization nor any
headman except the kdzi who settles their social disputes and
registers their marriages. They differ from ordinary Musalméns in
eschewing beef, offering vows to Hindu gods, and keeping Hindu
festivals. 'They circumcise their boys, but keep,neither the mitiation
nor the sacrifice ceremony. In religion they are Sunnis of the
Hanafi schoof, but are not religious or careful to say their prayers.
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Some of them teach their boys Mardthi, but none English. None of
them has risen to any high position.

Kasa'bs, or Burcumrs, also called Sulta’nis becanse they
were converted by Tipu Sultdn, are local converts from the Lad
Khatik caste of Hindus. They are found in considerable number§
all over the district. - Among themselves they speak Hindustdni,
and with others Mardthi. The men are tall or’ of middle size, andl
dark or olive-skinned. They shave the head, either shave or wear
the beard, and dress in a Hindu-like turbau, a tight-fitting jacket,
and a waistcloth, and if they can afford it put a large gold earring
in the right ear. The women, who are either tall or of middla
height, delicate, with good features, and brown, wear the Hindu
robo and bodice, appear in public, and help the men in selling
mutton. Both men and women are clean in their habits. Muttory
butchers buy sheep and goats from Dhangars or shepherds, accordings
to their wants, kill them, and sell o Christians, Muhammadans:,
Pérsis, and some Hindus. They buy sheep ab 4s. to 8s. (Rs. 2-4)
cach aumd from each sheep get thirty to forty pounds of mutton
which they sell at 34. to 44d. (2-3 as.) a pound. They have fixeC
shops and earn £30 to £40 (Rs. 300-400) a year. They are hard -
working, thrifty, and sober, generally well-to-do, and able to save.
They form a separate community and marry among themselves only.,
They are a well organized body under & headman or patil chosen,
from the richest families, and under penalty of a fine, force members
to respect the wishes of the majority. They have a very strong:
Hindn feeling, neither eating nor drinking with other Musalméns)}
and shonning beef butchers, whose touch they hold impure,
Except that they circumecise their sons, and employ tke kdzi tor
register their marriages, they are "Musalméns in little more than
in name, worshipping the Hindu gods Khandoba, Mhasoba, and
Yollamma, and keeping Hindu festivals. They do not send theix
children to school nor take to other pursuits. ’

Momins, properly BaLizvars, are local converts of the Koshti or
S4li castes of Hindu cotton handloom weavers. They are founc
in considerable numbers in Belgaum and other towns and large
villages. They are said to have been converted by Syed Makdum
Gaisndardz also called Banda Nawaz of Gulbarga in 1415 (H. 820).
Among themselves they speak Hindustdni, and with others Mardthi:
The men are tall or of middle size, and dark or olive-skimned.
They shave the head, wear the beard full or short, and dress in a
white Maratha tarban, a shirt, a waistcoat, and a waistcloth or a
pair of tight trousers. The worsen, who like the men are either
tall or middle sized, are thia, well-featured, and wheat-coloured.
"Pney wear the Hindn robe and bodice, appear in public, and add
to the family earnings by ‘weaving. A Momin woman earns by her
weaving as much as a man, and for this reason some weavers have
two or oven three wives. Both men and women are rather dirty and
untidy. ‘They are hardworking and thrifty, but they are nof sober
and asa class fow are rich or well-to-do. The bulk live fromr hand
t5 mouth, and have to borrow to nieet special charges. They suffered
severely in the 1877 famine and are always depressed by the
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competition of English and Bombay mill-made cloth. The rich  Chapter III
and well-to-do employ the poor either from their own funds or from Population.
advances made by shopkeepers and exporters. The poorer weavers .
work about twelve hours a day and in return do not earn more than MusaLaixs.
6d. (4 as.). As they are so ill-paid they do not teke holidays except
on special and unavoidable occasions.~ The chief products of their
looms are bordered robes or sidis eight yards long and a yard and
aquarter broad. These, if of cotfon, sell at 8s. to 10s. (Rs. 14-5)
each ; if half-silk half-cotton or if silk-bordered they fetch £1 to £2
(Rs. 10-20) ; turbuns of coarse cotton gre worth 2s. to 6s. (Rs. 1-3),
and of fine cotton and with silver or gold embroidered borders
£1 to £3 (Rs. 10-30) ; bodice-cloths three quarters of a yard square
called khans, if of cotton, are worth 6d. to 1s. (4-8 as.), and if half-
gilk half-cotton with silk borders are worth 2s. to 4s. (Rs.1-2);
“waisteloths or dhotars two and s half yards long and a yard and a
quarter broad, are worth 1s.to2s. (8 as.-Re.1), andif of fine cotton
and with silk borders 4s. to 10s. (Rs. 2-5). They also make striped
cotton chintz or susi which fetches 6d. to 1s. (4-8 as.) a yard.
They, for the most part, nse English and Bombay mill yarn which
they buy from Hindu wholesale dealers who draw their supplies
from Bombay by Vengurla. The middle class weavers, who work
for themselvés with small capital, take their goods daily to the
shopkeepers, or hawk them about the villages, and attend weekly
markets; the puor, who cannot afford to.buy yarn and a loom
and other appliances, live by working at the houses of the rich.
They form a separate community, marry among themselves only,
and have a well organized union with a headman of their own
chosen from the richest and most respected families, who, with the
consent of a majority of the men, has power to fine any one breaking
caste rules. Their customs do not differ from those of ordinary
Musalméns and they respect and obey the regular kdz employing
him to ®gister their marriages. In religion they are Sunnis of the
Hanafi school, and most of the old meh are said to be religions and
careful to say their prayers. Few of them give their boys any
schooling and none of them take to other pursuits.

Patva’gars, or SILk-TASSEL-MAKEERS, local converts of the Hindua
class of the same name, are found in small numbers in Belgaum and
other large towns. They are said to have embraced Islam during
the reign of Aurangzeb.  Among themselves they speak Hindustini
and with others Mar4thi. The men are tall and muscular, and dark
or olive coloured. They shave the head, wear the beard full or
short, and dressin a Hindu-like turban, a tight-fitting jacket, and a
waistcloth. The women are either tall or of middle size, and fair
with good features. They dress in the Hindu robe and bodice,
and appear in pubiic, but add nothing to the family income. Both
men and women are neat and clean in their habits. They are
hardworking, thrifty, and sober, earning 6d. to ls. (4-8 as.) a day
as day-weavers, and fairly off, but not rich. They work in silk buying
from Hindu silk-merchants and preparing the waistband or
kardotas of silk threads with silk tassels worn round the waistby
Hindus and Musalméns which they sell at 1d. to 13d. (3-1 anna);
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threy deck golden beads and pearl necklaces and other ornaments
with silk, getting 13d. to 3d. (1-2 as.) for each ornament; and
they sell horse-tail fly-flappers and false hair for women worth
6d. to 1s. (4-8 as.) each. Some have fixed shops; others go from
village to village and attend weekly markets in search of work.
Their work is not constant, hut most of them earn about 6d. (4 as.) a
day. They marry among themselves only and form a well-organized
community, who, under a headman, meet and settle social disputes.
The headman or chaudhari, who is chosen from the oldest and richest
families, if the majority agree, has power to fine any one who breaks

- caste rules. 'Their manners and customs do not differ from those

of ordinary Musalméns. 'I'hey respect and obey the regular kdzi
and employ him to conduct their marriage and funeral ceremonies.
Some of them teach their children Marathi, but none of them teach
thein English, nor has any of them risen to any high position.

Pinja’ra’s, or CorroN-cLEANERS, local converts of the Hindu class
of the same name, are found in small numbers in Belgaum and in other

large towns. They are said to have been converted by Aurangzeb.

Their home tongue is Hindustdni but with others they speak
Maréthi. The men are of middle size, thin, and dark. They shave
the head, wear the beard full, and dress in a coarse white Hindu-
like turban and a waistcloth. Some of them on going out wear a
tight-fitting jacket. The women who have the same cast of face
as the men, wear the Hindu robe and bodice, appear in public, and
help the men in cotton-cleaning. Both men and women are dirty
and poorly clad. They clean old or new cotton for filling beds and
pillows. They walk about the streets twanging the string’of their
cotton-teaser and travel from village to village in search of work.
They also buy cotton from village shopkeepers, cleanit, and make it
into small rolls called hanjis, which they sell to weavers at 5d. (34 as.)
the pound. In cleaning cotton for beds and pillows they charge
about 5d. (8% as.) the man of forty pounds. Their work though
constant is poorly paid. They are hardworking, thrifty, and sober,
but seldom well-to-do, living from hand to mounth and borrowing to
meet special charges. They marry among themselves only and form
a separate community with a headman or chaudhari, who settles social
disputes, and, with the consent of the majority of the castemen, has
power to fine any one who breaks the ‘caste rules. Excépt that they
circumcise their sons and employ the kdz¢ to register their marriages,
they keep no Musalmén customs. In religion they are Sunnis of
the Hanafi school ; but they sre neither religious nor careful to say
their prayers. They give their childrer no schooling and take to
no new pursuits. On the whole they are a falling class.

Sikalgars, or Armourers, local converts perhaps from the
Hindu caste of Ghisddis, are found in small numbers in Belgaum
and other large towns. They are said to have been converted by
Aurangzeb. Among themselves they speak Hindustdni and with
others Marsthi. The men are tall or of middle height, thin, and
dark. They either let the hair grow or shave half of the head, wear
the beard full, and dress in (firty untidy Hindu turbans, waist-
coats, and waistcloths. . The women, who are like the wen in face
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and little less dirty or untidy, wear the Hindu robe and bodice.
They appear in public and help the men in their work. They grind
and sharpen knives and swords, and are hardworking, but neither
sober nor well-to-do. They grind the knives on & stone wheel
which their women or children turn with the help of aleathet strap.
They work for blacksmiths and other people and are paid §d. to 13d.
(3-1 anna)for sharpening a knife or a razor; their monthly earnings
are not more than 16s. (Rs.8). They marry among themselves only
and form a separate community, settling social disputes at meetings
of the castemen. They have a headman called mukddam, chosen from
the oldest and most respected members, who has power to fine any
one who breaks their caste rules. They are Musalmins in little
more than in name, almost never going to the mosque, keeping Hindu
gods in their houses, eschewing beef, and except circumcision observ-
ing no special Musalmén rites. They employ the kdzito register
their marriages but do not pay him much respect. They do not
send their boys to school nor take to new pursnits.

Bhatya'ras, or Coogs, probably local converts of mixed Hindu
origin, are found in small numbers in Belgaum. They are said to
have been converted by Aurangzeb. Among themselves they
speak Hiudustdni, and with others Mardthi. They are of middle
si1zo, thin, and dark or olive-skinned. The men shave the head,

wear the beard full, and dress in a dirty nntidy Hindu turban,.

a waistcoat, and a waistcloth. The women, who are like the men
in face, wear the Hindu robe and bodice, and are neither tidy nor
clean. They appear in public and help the men in their work. They
have shops at which cooked meat, pulse, vegetables, and bread are
offered day and night. They are also employed by Musalméns to
cook marriage and other great dinners, and are paid 2s. to 4s. (Rs.
1-2) a day. Their work as public cooks or lodging-house keepers
18 not constant. They seldom have lodgers, except travellers
and poor labouring or depressed Hindus like Mhérs and Bhangis.
A few of them serve as private cooks and messengers. Though
hardworking they are much given to drink, and are seldom well-to-

do. They form a separate community, marrying among themselves’

only. They have no special social organization and no headman,
except the kdzi who settles their social disputes and registers their
marriages. Their manners and customs do not differ from those of
ordinary Musalméns. They are Sunnis of the Hanafi school, bnt
are neither religious nor careful to say their prayers. They do not
send their boys to school, and on the whole are a falling class. ‘

Dhobis, or WasgERMEN, local converts from the Hindu caste of

. the same name, are found in small numbers all over the district.
They are said to bave been converted by Haidar Ali of Maisur
(1761-1782). Among themselves they speak Hindusténi and
Mardthi with others. The men are of middle size, thin, and dark.
They-shave the head and face, or wear the beard short, and dress in
a Hindu turban, a tight-fitting jacket, and a waistcloth, The
women, who have the same cast of face as the men, wear the Hindu
robe and hodice, appear in public, and by their earnings add to the
family income. Both men and women are neat and clean, and as a
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rule well dressed as they generally wear their employers’ clothes.
They are employed by Europeans and natives. They are paid 12s.
to £1 10s. (Rs. 6-15) a month by Europeans, and 2s. to 8s. (Rs.1-4)
& month by natives, as a washerman geverally works for only one
family of Europeans and for several families of natives. They also
wash at the rate of 8s. (Rs. 4) for a hundred garments if ironed, and

4s. (Rs. 2) if unironed. From their native employers, besides their
wages, they receive presents in money or in grain on festive and
other ceremonial occasions.- Thongh bardworkiug they never save
and spend all they can spare on liquor. They have gemerally to
borrow to meet their special charges and have a specially good name
for the care with which they pay their debts, even at excessive rates
of interest. They marry among themselves only, and form a separate
community with a well-organized council under a chosen head-
man or chaudhari, who, with the consent of the majority of the
castemen, has power to fine any one who breaks caste rules or to put
out of caste any one who refuses to pay the fine. A person put out
of caste is allowed back on paying a double fine. _All fines are kept
by the headman, and, when they amount to a large enough sum,
are spent on liquor and dinner parties. They differ from ordinary
Musalméns in eschewing beef, worshipping Hindu gods, and keeping
Hindu festivals. Except that they circumcise their boys, they do not
keep any special Musalmén customs. In religion they are Sunnis
of the Hanafi school; bup they follow Islém in little more than in
name, never attending the mosque and seldom fasting during the
month of Ramzén. They do mnot send their boys to school, and
none have risen to any high position.

Halalkhors, that isthose who earn their bread lawfully, also
called Shaikhdas or little Shaikhs, and commonly known as
Bhangis, are found in small numbers in the town of Belgaum.
They are converts from the Hindu caste of Bhangis and are said
to have been converted by Haidar Ali of Maisur. Among
themselves they speak Hindusténi and with others Maréthi.
They are of middle size, thin, and dark, the men either ghaving the

_head or letting the hair grow, wearing the beard full, and dressing

in & Hindu-like turban, a waistcoat, and a pair of tight trousers or
a waistcloth. They are fond of wearing a large gold ring in the
right ear. Their women, who are like the men in face, wear the
Hindu robe and bodice, appear in public, and add to the family
income. Both men and women are dirty and untidy. The men are
either employed in the Belgaum and other municipalities a8
scavengers. and by Buropean and some native families; and the
women are generally employed by Europeans as sweepers. The men
earn10s. to 12s. (Rs. 5-6), and the women 6s. to 8s. (Rs. 8-4) a month.
Though hardworking, both men and women are very fond of liquor
and spend almost the whole of their carnings in drink. They are
poorly cled and badly off. They marry among themselves only, and
form a separate and well-organized community, settiing social
disputes at caste meetings under a headman called mehtar or patel,
who, with the consent of the majority, has power to fine any one
who breaks caste rules. Theamount levied in fines is spent by the
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caste on liquor. They are Musalméns in name only, and are not
allowed to enter the mosques nor to have any connection with other
Musalméns. They know httle of their religion and believe in Hindu
gods, many of them worshipping the goddess Mariméta. Except
that they circumcise their boys, they keep no Musalmén ceremonies ;
and do not respect the kdzi. They do not send their children to
school or take to new pursuits,

- Pakhalis, or Warer-uEN, local converts of the Hindu class of the
same name, are found in small numbersin Belgaum. They are said
to have been converted by Tipu Sultin. Among themselves they
speak Hindusténi and Mardthi with others. The men are of middle
height, thin, and dark. They shave the head, wear the beard
short or full, and dress in a Hindu-like turban, a tight-fitting jacket,
and a waistcloth. If their means allow they are fond of wearing
a large gold earring in the right ear and a silver wristlet on each
wrist. The women, who like the men are of middle size, are delicate,
with good features and wheat-coloured skins. They wear the Hindu
robe and bodice, and appear in public, but except the old do not
add to the family income by helping the men in their work. Both
men and women are neat and clean in their habits. They carry
water in leather bags on bullock back or on their own backs and
supply both Christians and Musalméns. A bag or pakhdl holds
about thirty gallons of water. Theyare paid 12s. to £1 (Rs.6-10)a
-month by a European family, and 4s. to 8s-(Rs. 2-4) by a Pérsi, and
1s. to 2s. (8 as.-Re.1) by a Musalmén as they generally work for a
single European family or for several native families.” In selling
water retail they charge about 6d. (4 as.) a bag. They are hard-
working, but excessively fond of liquor on which they spend most
of their earnings. They are fairly off and some of them are able to
save. They marry among themselves only, and form a separate
well-organized community who settle social disputes under a head
or patel chosen from the oldest and most respected members,
who, if the majority agree, has power fo fine any one breaking
caste rules. They eschew beef, believe in Hindu gods, and
observe Hindu festivals. In religion they are Sunnis of the
Hanafi school, but they are neither religious nor careful to say their

prayers. They obey and respect the kiz: and employ him in their -

marriage and fuperal ceremonies. They do not send their children
to school nor take to any other pursuits.

Darveshis, literally religious beggars, seem to be local converts
perhaps of the Shikéri caste. They are a class of wandering bear and
tiger showmen. They are said to have been converted by the saint
Syed Makhdum Gaisudardz, commonly known as Khweaja Banda
Nawaz of Gulbarga, whom they regard with much veneration.
Among themselves they speak Hindusténi, and with others Margthi.
They are tall or of middle size, sturdy, and dark. The men let
the hair grow, have long and full beards, and wear a heavy necklace
of glass beads. They dress in dirty and untidy white Hindu turbans,
& shirt, a waistcoat, and a pair of tight trousers or a waistcloth.
The women, who like the men are all or middle-sized, are thin,
with good features and wheat-coloured. They dress in the Hindu
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robe and bodice and appear in public, but add nothing to the family
income. They are not neat or clean in their habits. Darveshis rear
bear and tiger cubs, and carry them from place to place asgking
alms. Both Hindu and Muhammadan women give them corn or
money and receive some tiger’s or bear’s hair which they keep in a
gold or silver locket, and hang round children’s necks to ward off evil
spirits and ghosts. They are a lazy class much given to intoxicating
drinks and drugs, and are poorly clad and badly off. They marry
either among themselves or with any other religious beggars, and
form a separate community and settle social disputes at meetings
of the men under a headman or sargiro who has the power of fining
any one who breaks their caste rules. They are Sunnis of the Hanafi
school, but are neither religious nor careful to say their prayers.
Their only connection with the kdei is that they employ him as
marriage registrar. Their manners or custors differ from those of
ordinary Musalméns. They are illiterate, and do not send their boys
to school. Within the last twenty years their number has greatly
decreased. Almost all of them bave taken to new pursuits; some
earning their living as husbandmen and others as servants and
messengers.

Ga'rodis, apparently called after a snake-charm of that name,
or Mada'ris, apparently called after the holy and healing madar or
rui Calotropis gigantea, a wandering tribe of jugglers, who move in
bands of four or five farnilies. They are local converts from the
Hindu class of the same name. Their head-quarters are at Miraj
near Kolhépur. They are said to have been converted about the
middle of the sixteenth century by Mir Shamsuddin commonly
known as Mira Shamna whose shrine at Miraj they hold in high
respect, and are careful to visit at the yearly %air held in April or
May. Their home speech is a coarse Hindustéani with a large mixture
of Mar4thi words. The men are middle-sized, sturdy, and dark or
olive. They either shave the head or wear the hair and the beard full,
and dress in a dirty and untidy carelessly wound twisted turban, a
short tight-fitting jacket, and a pair of short tight trousers covering
the legs as far as the knees, and fasten round the meck a large
necklace of glass beads. The women, who like the men are middie-
sized, are thin, well-featured, and dark or olive. They dress in a
Hindu robe and bodice and appear in public, but.add nothing to
the family income. They ere dirty and untidy. The men are
jugglers, tumblers, and snake-charmers. They are hardworking,
but are much given to intoxicating drinks and drugs and are poorly
clad and scrimped for food. They marry among themselves, and
form a separate and well-organized community, setthing social disputes
st meetings of the adult male members under a headman or patel,
who has power to fine any one who breaks their caste rules. Except
circumcising their boys they keep no Musalmén customs, and are
Muhammadans in little more than in ‘name. Few of them ever
enter a mosque. 'They do not respect or obey the kdzi except in
employing him as a marriage registrar. They are illiterate, and do
pot send their boys to school, or take to any other pursuits. ()nthe
whole they are a falling class.
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Kasbans, or professional dancing-girls and courtezans, are local
converts of mixed Hindu origin. They do not claim to belong to
any of the general divisions of Musalméns, and being a mixed
class they have no special peculiarity of feature or form. Fair girls
with shapely figures and good features, are adopted by some elderly
dancing-girl snd trained to dance and sing. Dark girls with
coarse features and clumsy figures aré taught no accomplisbments
and form a lower class of courtezans. All are careful to be neat and
clean. They generally wear the Hindu robe and bodice, and a
tight-fitting jacket, and at least a pair of gold earrings, asilver girdle
or pati which they wear over the robe; and loose bell anklets known
as kadds to whose chimes they walk with a mincing step. The
most noticeable point of difference in the dress of a Musalmdn
courtezan and of a private woman is that the courtezan wears shoes.
They have two separate communities, one known as Ramjénis or
Kaldvants who are also called Ndikans or mistresses; the other
called Takais or Kaméus that is prostitutes. The Kaldvants are high
class courtezans who generally live nnder the protection of a rich
man who pays them £2 to £5 (Rs.20-50) amonth, and allows them to
add to this by dancing and singing. The Takdis or prostitutes live
solely by prostitution. They are considered low and the dancing-girls
neither eat, drink, nor associate with them. The Ramjdnis or
dancing-girls are generally well-to-do, but theyare very luxurious and
fond of pleasure and intrigue, and they are proverbially crafty and
faithless. The strumpets are poor, often hardly able to make a living.
‘When a dancing-girl beginsto age she looks eutfor some good-looking
girl who has misbehaved or been left destitute, or she buys the
daughter of some poor family and adopts the girl. They generally
treat their adopted children with care and kindliness and take pains
to make them good dancers and singers. The girl calls her adoptive
mother bds or madam. When the girl comes of age she is generally
patronised by some rich man who pays £5 to £10 (Rs.50-100).
The girl’s teeth are dyed black as a bride’s teeth are blackened, a
ceremony which is called missi or tooth-powder. To the £5 to £10
(Rs. 50-100) which the girl’s patron gives, her adoptive mother gdds
£2 to £4 (Ra. 20-40) and from the joint amount gives a dinner party
to the members of the community who spend a few nights in dancing
and feasting. From that day the girl is admitted a member of the
class, and recognized as a professional dancing-girl. The daughtersof
dancing-girls are brought up to their mother’s profession ; the sons
are left to choose a calling. They marry and keep their wives in the
same seclusion as private women. Dancing girls do not follow any
Musalmén customs and do not respect the kdzi. They form an
organized community under a head-woman called ndikin or bdi, that
is lady, who settles disputes and is treated with muchrespect. They
donot send their boys to school. On the whole they are a falling
people partly because the class of rich Musalméns who were their
chief patrons is dying out, partly it is said, as the husband can no
longer safely punish an erring wife, because women are less chaste
than they used to be.

- Ta’schig, or KertLe-proMMERS, Jocal converts of mizxed Hindu
origin, are found in small numbers in Belgaum and other large
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towns. Among themselves they speak Hindust4ni and Mar4thi with
others. They are tall or of middle size, well-made, and dark or olive-
skinned. The men shave the head, wear the beard full or short, and
dress in a dirty and untidy Hindu turban, a waistcoat, and a pair of
tight trousers or a waistcloth. The women, who are like the men in
face, wear the Hindu robe and bodice, appear unveiled in public,
and add nothing to the family income. They are neither clean nor
neat in their habits. Kettle-drummers are engaged both by Hindus
and Musalméns to play during their marriages and other rejoicings. -
A band of four men 18 paid about 2s. (Re.1) a day, which is divided
equally among the players. Their work is not constant. In the rainy
season they have to employ their time either in tilling the ground
or in acting as messengers or servants. They are much given to
intoxicating drinks and drugs, and are seldom well-to-do or able to
save. They form a separate community marrying only among
themselves, but they have no special organization and no headman,
except the regular kdzi who settles their social disputes and registers
their marriages. Their manners and customs do not differ from
those of ordinary Musalmdns. In religion they are Sunnis of the
Hanafi school, but they are neither religious nor careful to say their
prayers. They do not send their children to school

Christians, with a strength of 6322 or 0-78 per cent of the
population, include two main divisions, Eurdpeans and Natives.
The Europeans numbering 1178 (31018 males and 165 females)
include, besides the district officers, the officers of the two Native
regiments and the officers and men of the European regiment and
of the Artillery which together generally forms a force 1500 to
2000 strong. Of 5063 Native Christians about 500 are Protestants
and about 4500 are Roman Catholics.

Native! Protestant Christians, numbering about 500, are
found in the town of Belgaum and in other towns and large villages.
They do not live apart. Some are immigrants from Madras and
others are local converts. The Madras Christians came as domestic
servants to officers of the Madras army when Belgaum was garrisoned
from Madras. Many of them take service with officers and follow
their masters when they go to other parts of India. Of the local
converts some were Brahmans, some Lingéyats, some Mar4th4s, some
Hindus "of other classes, and a few were Musalméns. The home
tongue of the Madrésis is Tamil ; that of the local Christians is
either Kénarese, Hindust4ni, or Mardthi. Except that the Madrésis
are dark and the local converts wheat-coloured, they differ little in
appearance being short, round-featured, and inclined to stoutness.
They live in one-storeyed houses with mud or stone walls with either
tiled or thatched roofs and open verandas. Their furniture includes
low wooden stools, palm-leaf mats, wooden bemches and bozxes,
brass lamps, and metal pots. The well-to-do keep servants. The
staple food of the Madras or Tamil Christians is boiled rice or wheat
bread, beef, coffee, and dry fish. Most local converts eat millet bread

1 Partly from materials supplied by the Reverend J. G, Hawier.
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and boiled rice with chatnil or pulse curry or spiced pulse soup. On
holidays they prepare sweetmeats and one or two dishes of flesh with
unleavened bread. The Madras Christians are fond of animal food
and spirituous drinks, but most local converts use flesh and spirits
sparingly and some touch neither flesh nor spirits. They are good
cooks and moderate eaters their chief dainties being hot and sour
condiments and oil. The Madras men wear a white headscarf, a
waistcloth, a long white coat, and country shoes ; the local converts
wear a short coat or a shouldercloth instead of the long coat, and
generally a whijte cotton headscarf with country shoes. -The husband-
men often wear a country blanket on their shoulders, especially daring
the rainy season and in the cold weather. The women of both
classes wear the shortsleeved bodice with the robe hanging like the
petticoat. They cover the head with the upper end of the robe and
wear gold and silver head, nose, neck, and wrist .ornaments. On
the whole the well-fo-do incline to imitate European dress. Except
a few who are clerks in public offices and one who is a land
proprietor or indmddr, as a class the Protestant Christians are badly
off. Some are catechists or religious preachers, some are pastors or
ministers in the service of the Liondon Missionary Society ; and some

are Government servants, dyers, weavers, husbandmen, carpenters, -

fishers, and servants. The women mind the house. Asamong Hindus
the wives of Government servants and carpenters add nothing to
the family income, while the wives of dyers, weavers, husbandmen,
fishers, and servants either help their hushands in their calling or
work as labourers. They mix with Musalméns and Native Roman
Catholics with whom they eat but do not marry. Hindns look down on
them and they find it difficult to get Hindu barbers and washermen
to work for them. Those who are servants attend on their masters
from sunrise to sunset, their women either working as maids or
ayas or preparing rice for home use and for sale. They also make
and sell rice pancakes called pdnpoli (M.) or doshi (K.) The daily life
of the rest does not differ from that of the Hindus who follow the
same calling. Except servants most rest on Sundays and on New
Year’s Day in January, Good Friday in March-April, and Christmas
‘Day in December. A family of five generally spends 10s. to £1
(Bs. 5-10) 2 month. A birth costs 2s. to 10s. (Rs.1-3), a marriage
£2 to £10 (Rs. 20-100), and a death 4s. to £1 10s. (Rs. 2-15). Some
of them belong to the Liondon Missionary Society and some to the
English Episcopal Church. The later converts all belong to the
London Mission Society which is the only missionary body in the
district. It began work in 1820. The first missionary was the
Reverend J. Taylor, who was sent from Bellari at the request of
Major-General Pritzler forthe benefitof the troops under his command.
At first the progressof the mission was slow, the only converts being a
small numberof Madras servants. Afteratime, when the missionaries
were able to preach Kénarese and Mar4thi their labours were more
successful. In 1858 or after thirty-eight years’ work there were over
400 local converts. But of these, partly apparently because the

1 Chatni is & mixture of long pepper, salt and tamarind ground together and mixed,
with sesamun oil,
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teachers or catechists were Tamils, only forty-five were Kénarese.
Since 1858 more attention has been paid to the conversion of
Kénarese. Their ceremonies at births, marriages, and deaths do
not differ from those of the churches to which they belong. All
attend divine service on Sundays, New Year’s Day, Good Friday, and
Christmas Day which they keep as complete holidays. - They are
said to have no faith in soothsaying, ghosts, or sorcery. Some of
them-keep to the old practice of wearing gay clothes and cooking
certain dishes on certain Hindu holidays. -

They are said mobt to observe any particular ceremonies on the
occasions of a birth or of a girl’s coming of age. On the wedding
day the bride and bridegroom accompanied by friends go separately
from their houses to church and are there married by the minister.
When the marriage service is over the couple come in procession
to the bride’s father’s where a dinner is served. There is no settled
dowry, but parents often present their daughters and daughters-in-
law with ornaments, clothes, and furniture. Women are confined
in the house like Europeans and they do not think that either birth
or death causes impurity to the members of the family. They employ
midwives who are paid 2s. to 4s. (Rs.1-2). On a convenient day after
birth the child is baptised by the minister in the church. When
life is gone the body is laid in a coffin or carried covered with a
shroud to the graveyard where it is buried after the minister has
read the funeral service over it. The only expense at a funeral
is the gravedigger’s fee and the cost of the shroud or coffin. Those
who are Government or mission servants-are anxious to give their
boys a good education and to teach their girls reading, writing, and
needle-work. The London Missionary Society supports five schools
in the district of Belgaum, three of them boys’ schools and two
girls’ schools. One of the boys’ schools is an Anglo-Vernacular
school teaching up to the matriculation standard. 'The total number
under tuition at the end of 1882 in the five schools was 720 boys
and 185 girls. Cases of misdemeanour are enquired into and
punished by the minister.

Madras Catholic Christians, numbering about 500, are found
in the town of Belgaum. Like the Madras Protestant Christians and
Hindus they came from Madras either in 1817, when the district
passed to the British or afterwards up to about 1830 while Belgauw
was garrisoned by Madras troops. They do not differ from Pro-
testant or Hindu Madrdsis in appearance, character, calling, house,
or food. They are Roman Catholics subject to the jurisdiction of
the Jesuit Bishop of Bombay and their religious ceremonies are
performed according to the Roman ritual. Their holidays and fast
days are the same as those observed by Bombay Catholics. They
pay particular devotion to patron saints, the chief of whom is the
Blessed Virgin. As most of them are house servants they cannot
rest on Sundays and holidays. Their women are confined with the
help of midwives and their children are baptised on the eighth day by
the chaplain at the church where Madras or other Catholics answer
for them at the font. There is no fixed age for marriage. Girls are
generally married between fifteen and twenty and boys between
eighteen and twerty-five. Beginning from the first Sunday or holiday
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‘after betrothal the bans or proclamation of marriage are published  Chapter ITIL.
~ by the priest in the church. On the wedding day the bridegroom  popyiation,
and bride with friends and relations, go to the church in separate
parties and are there married by the priest. Cases of misdemeanour
are enquired into and punished by meetings of married castemen
“called the council or panch. 'The panch has & caste-headman
appointed by the priest. Those who refuse to obey the decisions of
the ¢ouncil are put out of caste, but on submission are again admitted.
_They teach their boys to read and write Tamil, but do not take to
new pursuits. :
Konkani or Goa Catholics, numbering about 4000, are found-
‘throughout the district, chiefly at Khéndpur, Turkanvédi, Patnya,
and Bidi. They are immigrants from Goa and are under the
jurisdiction of the Archbishop of Goa. They do not differ in any
important points from the Christians of Ratnégiri and Kénara.!

Jews or Beni-Israels, numbering about ninety, are found in the Jews or
town of Belgaum. They are natives of the island of Bombay and of =~ BeNt-Isramts.
‘the neighbouring districts of Théna and Koldba. They have come to
Belgaum with Native regiments in which they are employed as sepoys,
officers, and medical attendants. In appearance, character, religion,

"customs, and other particulars they do not differ from the Konkan

" Beni-Israels. They are g vigorous pushing class, sending their boys to
English schools and showing much readiness to take advantage of
opportunities to improve their position.

~ Pa’rsis,numbering sixty-four, are found only in the town of Belgaum. PArsis.

They came from Bombay and Surat about fifty years ago for purposes

of trade. They do not consider Belgaum their home, and keep

family and marriage relations with the P4rsis of Bombay and Surat.

Their home speech is Gujardti Out of doors they speak Marfithi

and English and a few Kénarese. As shopkeepers, merchants, and

contractors the Belgaum P4rsis are well-to-do and prosperous. They

have priests of their own. As there is no Tower of Silende in

Belgaum they bury their dead, and as there is'no fire-temple they

go to Poona or to Bombay to have their marriages performed.

According to the 1881 census there was one village or town to Villages.
.every 482 square miles of land, each village containing an average
of 175 houses and 810 people. Fourteen towns had more
than 5000 and- three of the fourteen more than 10,000 people.
Excluding these fourteen towns, which together held 122,074 or
14-12 per cent of the population, the 741,940 inhabitants of Belgaum
were distributed over 1055 villages, giving an average of one
village for every 4'40 square miles and of 700 people to each village.
Of the 1055 villages 103 had less than 100 people, 159 had between
100 and 200, 325 between 200 and 500, 256 between 500 and
1000, 1385 between 1000 and 2000, 49 between 2000 and 3000, and
28 between 8000 and 5000. From a distance a Belgaum village is
generally pleasing. Most villages are well shaded and many are
surrounded by so high and thick a fence of bibhuls and prickly-pear,

CHRISTIANS,

1Details are given in Bombay Gazetteer, X. 134-136 and XV. 380-394.
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that a stranger might easily pass themasa plotof bush and brushwood.
The entrance generally leads through a ruined gate into a central
street lined by houses of considerable size, showing signs of comfort,
occasionally of wealth. The houses in the side rows, which run at
right angles to the main street, are smaller and show fewer signs of
comfort ; and beyond these, generally outside of the village fence, is
a fringe -of huts of the lowest classes and the tents and booths of
wancerers. Except the huts of Mhérs, which are often of bamboo
and millet stalks, the walls of the houses are generally of sun-dried
brick. In the rainier west most of the roofs are peaked and covered
with overlapping semicircular tiles; in the drier east the roof is
generally a flat mud terrace with a parapet. Almost every village
has its temple or shrine and its holy tree. A few of the larger towns
have walls and a tower, but most villages find their deep circle of thorn
a complete shelter from robbers and wild animals. -

According to the 1881 census, of 188,694 houses 154,806 or
eighty per cent were occupied and 33,888 or eighteen per cent
were empty. These figures give an average of forty-one houses
to the square mile and of five inmates to each occupied house.
1 Except 1n the larger towns and occasionally in villages the houses
are one-storeyed. The better class of house is built on a plinth,
generally of dressed stone, rising three or four feet above the street.
From the street a flight of two or three steps let into the plinth
lead to the house-door. Of the veranda or katti on the top of the
plinth on either side of the central steps one-half is generally open
and the other half closed by bamboo matting. The veranda is
covered by the eaves whose outer edge rests on a row of wooden
pillars. Except as a waiting place for servants and beggars, and
sometimes in playing games, the veranda is little used. The back of
the veranda is the front wall of the house. This is pierced about the
centre by a doorway about five feet high by three feet broad closed
by a solid wooden door not unfrequently relieved by bosses of iron
or other metal. On each side of the door a window about two feet
square is generally guarded by heavy upright bars of wood let
into the masonry. Some houses are built round a courtyard ;
others have no ceniral open space. In houses with a central yard
each of the four inner faces of the house has a room fronted by a
low veranda. In houses without a central yard the rooms open
into one another, and a central passage sometimes runs between the
rooms from the front door to the back yard. In central yard
houses the room between the street and the yard is used as a
receiving room, by business men as an office, and by traders as their
shop. When not in public use the women of the family sit in this
room, angd into it & dying member of the household is carried some
days before his death. The central courtyard is known as dngale
when open to the air, and as padsdle when roofed. There is sometimes
no room between the front veranda and the padsdle or roofed court.
Among the rooms, which surround the central court, are the devar
mdne or god-room, the cooking room, the sleeping room, and the

1 Contributed by Mr, G. McCorksll, C. §.
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eating or dining room. In some parts of the district the cook-rocin
is also used as s bath-room. In other parts the bathing room
is separate at the back of the house and is known as the bachchala.
Among Lingsyats ornaments and other valuables ave kept n
& box in the god-room ; Brihmans and others keep them in a
separate room answering to the strong-room of an English mansion,
and in some instances they are kept in boxes in the sleeping rooms.
Some honses have walls and every house has a well-like cistern to
store rain water. The dwelling of any well-to-do family must have
these rooms and conveniences. A rich man’s house has more rooms.
But even in the houses of the rich the rooms are low and dark.
There are almost never side windows. The light comes from the front
and back doors or where there is a central yard from the front door
and the courtyard. The floors ars of beaten earth covered with a
wash of cowdung which is renewed every Monday, every pew or
full-moon day, and on most holidays. The dwellings of the poor
have walls of mud and siraw. The doors are of plaited or woven
slips of bamboo. As » rule they have only one or two rooms with a
front veranda formed by the overhanging eaves. The poorest live
in huts whose walls, except a fow bamboos to bear the roof, are of
woven millet stalks or palm leaves, sometimes but not always daubed
with mud  There is little difference between town and village
houses. The wealthier a man the better his house. He will
hsve more rooms, but the arrangement will not be changed. The
cost of building a first class house varies from £500 to £2000
(Rs. 5000-20,000) ; the ordinary labouring villager or townsman is
content with a house costing £10 to £20 (Rs. 100-200) ; and a few
shillings represent the cost of the poorest huta.

A wealthy man’s house contains the following furniture: One to
three palangs or cots varying in price from £1 10s. to £5 (Re.15-50),
two or three cupboards each valued at 10s. to £2 (Rs.5-20),
a few chairs each worth 8s. to 10s. (Rs.4-5), a few boxes each
worth 10s. to £2 10s. (Rs.5-25), carpets or jdjams each worth
6s. to £3 (Rs.8-380), bedding for each member of the family
worth 10s. to £2 10s. (Rs.5-25), and brass and copper water
pots and cooking and dinming vessels and dishes worth £20 to £30
(Rs.200-800). A wealthy man will have ten to forty silver
vessels used for dining and drinking and for show. As these silver
vessels are chiefly for show and as a form of investment the number
of them depends on the wealth and taste of the house-owner.
Tt may be said that few families who are locally classed as rich,
have less than £20 (Rs. 200) or more thau £200 (Rs. 2000) invested
in silver vessels; apart from these silver vessels a wealthy man’s
furniture varies in value from £50 to £100 (Rs. 500-1000) ; the fur-
niture of a man in easy circumstances from £10 to £15 (Rs.100-150) ;
the furniture of a family in middling circumstances from £2 to £5
(Rs.20-50); and s labourer’s house gear, bed, matting, a brass pot
or lota, and some earthen cooking vessels, is not worth more than
£1 (Rs 10).

Among men, except by & very few Bréhmans and by the highest
- class of Government servants, ‘the broad flat-rimmed Bréhman
turban is not used. In its place is worn a white cotton headscarf
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or rumal eight to ten feeb square generally plain but sometimes with
agold border. Numbers of these headscarves are brought from
Madras. Those who wear the turban wear it only in public. In
private the head is either bare or is covered by a plain headscarf
or by an ornamented skull-cap. The rich and the well-to-do
wear local hand-woven waistcloths of varying fineness with silk-
embroidered borders. Middle class men use English and Bombay
machine-made eloth, and poor men wear coarse local hand-woven
cloth. A poor husbandman wears a minimum of clothing, a loincloth
or langoti and a blanket oxfedmbil. The loincloth is of coarse cotton
cloth about two feet long by one foot broad. The blanket is of
locally woven coarse wool and costs 4s. to 6s. (Rs. 2-3). By day it
supphies the place- of clothes and by night it serves as bedding.
Instead of the loincloth a pair of coarse drawers reaching half-way
down the thighs are' occasionally worn. Hindu women generally
wear the robe called shiri (K.) or lugade (M.) and the bodice called
kuppas (K.) or choli (M.) The bodice or kuppas covers the back
between the shoulders and is fastened in front. The sleeves aro
short and reach about half-way down the upper arm. Among
the rich the meeting of the sleeve with the rest of the bodice
is hid by a narrow armlet of gold called vdki in Mar4thi and zunks
in Kiéparese. The robe or shiri, which is either of cotton or of
silk, is of two sizes: the full robe of twenty-seven feet by 38}
which is worn by women and the smaller robe of eighteen feet by
three which is worn by girls. In putting it on the robe is wound
round the waist so as to leave two parts of unequal length, the longer
part to serve as a skirt and cover the limbs and the shorter part to
serve as a cloak or mantle and eover the shoulder and breast and
in some cases one side of the head. The women of most K4narese
castes catch the lower part together in front in a number of plaits
and allow it to fall like a petticoat to within two or three inches of
the ankle. Bridhman and Marétha women, instead of letting it fall
like a petticoat, draw one corner of the skirt back between the feet
and fasten the end into the waistband behind. This divided skirt
among the higher classesis loose and generally falls below the knee.
Among the poorer classes it is tightly girt and drawn up so as to leave
the greater part of the leg bare. 'The upper end of the robe is by
girls of the higher classes and by the women of all other classes
worn over the right shoulder and tucked into the waistband in front
close to the left hip. The women of the higher classes use the
upper end as a veil drawing it over the right side of the head instead
of over the shoulder, and holding the end in the right hand below
the level of the bosom. The clothes worn by a rich woman vary
in price from £1 to £1 4s. (Rs. 10-12); those worn by a middle
class woman are not worth more than 10s. or 12s. (Rs. 5 or 6);
and those worn by a poor woman are not worth more than 8s. or 4s,
Rs.11-2). , : ,
( Th3 office of village headmad called pdtil (M.) or gauda (K.) is
hereditary. He has generally the revenue and police charge of the
village, the duties in some cases being divided between a pclice
headman who is responsible in all matters conneeted with crime, anda
reveuue headman who collects the Goyerument dues. The headmen
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of some villages are paid entirely in cash. As a rule their sole or their
chief source of profit is an allotment of rent-free land. Most of the
headmen are Lingdyats. Few of them are able to write. 'The clerk
or accountant called kulkarni (M.) or shdnbhog (K.), keeps the village
accounts, writes up the landholders’ receipt-books, and prepares
returns and the findings of village juries. = With few exceptions the
post of village clerk is hereditary. It is paid partly in land partly
in cash. Almost all village clerks are Brahmans of the Deshasth,
Konkanasth, Shenvi, or Golak divisions. Their charge is generally
confined to a single village, but in some cases they have a group
of two or three villages. Most of the village watchmen and
beadles belong to the depressed caste who are called Mhdrs (M.) or
Holids (K.) and a few belong to the less depressed Bedar and
Rimoshi tribes. There are generally three or four families of
Mbhérs in each village, who are sapported partly by the grant of
rent-free land and .partly by grain %ayments from the villagers.
The villagers of late have shown a tendency to dispute the Mhdrs’
rights to their old dues alleging that the Mhdrs negleet their
duties, while the Mhérs contend that they, never neglect their duties
when the villagers pay them their dues. The Mhérs’ duties are
heavy and important. For Government they act as village police,
messengers, amd revenue carriers; for the villagers they act as
watchmen, boundary settlers and scavengers. Of other village office-
bearers the priest and astrologer called grdm-joshs (M.) or joisaru (K.)
is generally a Bréhman, who performs the birth, marriage, and death
ceremonies of the Brdhmanic Hindus of the village. Besides the
astrologer every village has a ministrant who is called a pujdre
when he is & Brahman, and & gurav when he is a Shudra. Lingdyats
have a jangam, and Musalméns a mulle. All the village office-

bearers are paid by rent-free lands ar by voluntary offerings made -

by the people whom they serve.

Of village eraftsmen there are in large villages the carpenter
called sutar (M.} or badagi (K.) Besides in building houses and
making and mending field tools, the carpenter is in most villages the
ministrant called pwdrs (M.) or archak (K.) in Lakshmi’s shrine,
who is the favourite Kdnarese village guardian. The carpenter is
paid partly by land held at low rates but chiefly by an allowance
of grain from each landholder. When employed to perform other
than field work he is paid in cash. Blacksmiths called lokdrs (M.) or
Eammdr (K.) make and mend the ivon parts of field tools and carts and

carpenter’s tools, also locks, hinges, nails, and other articles required -

for ordinary house purposes. He is paid in cash when employed on
other than a field work. They have seldom lands granted at low
rents and are chiefly paid by allowances of grain from villagers.
Potters called kumbhars (M.) or kumbdrs (K.) are found in most
good-sized villages. They make earthen pots, tiles, and bricks,
act as torch-bearers, and perform certain rites when a village is
attacked by an epidemic. They are to some extent paid by grain
allowances but chiefly by cash payments for the vessels, tiles, or
bricks supplied. Besides these office-bearers some goldsmiths or
sondrs (M.) used to act as potddrs whose duties were to test the
coins received in payment of Government dues. - The barber called
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nhdri (M.) or narilgia or kelaser (K.) is found in almost all villages.
He almost always belongs to the Kdnarese barber caste and is
generally a Lingdyat. Besides shaving the men, the barber acts as
torch-bearer, musician, and social messenger. He is entirely paid
by the villagers partly in cash and partly in grain. The washerman
called parit (M.) or agasa or madival (K.) is found only in the
larger villages. He belongs to a separate casfe and is generally a
Lingdyat by religion. He washes the clothes of all well-to-do
villagers. He holds no rent-free or low-rent land and lives chiefly
on ollowances of grain given by the villagers. The shoemaker
chambr.da (M.) or sambgdr (K.) is found in almost all villages. He
supplies iundholders with all leather work for field purposes and
sandals, vhdnu (M.) or chupals (K.). He is always paid in grain.
A family of Mangs (M.) or Madigerus (K.) is found in every group
of four or five villages. They remove dead cattle and supply leather
ropes. They are paid in grain. The bulk of the people in most
villages are Lingdyats and Jains. There is probably no village whose
entire pspulation belongs to one caste.

The movements of the people into and ont of Belgaum limits are
confined to the neighbouring British districts of Dbirwar, Kalddgi,
Kénara, Satéra, Shol4pur, and Ratnigiri, and to Kolhépur and
other Southern Marétha native states. Of traders Lingdyats and
Marwér Vinis leave their Belgaum homes after the Dasara holiday
in October and go to Poona, Bombay, and Belldri in Madras to fetch
cloth for the Divali festival in November. Very few high-caste
Hindus leave the district in search of employment. The people of
the Sahyédri villages, who are chiefly Mar4thds, originally practised
coppice-burning or kumsri. About 1850, at the introduction of the
survey, coppice-burning was stopped as it was bélieved o have
stripped the hills of their trees. Though they remuined in their old
villages the people during the rains were forced to go to
Goa and Savantvidi where coppice-burning was allowed. As the
restriction pressed hard on the people since 1875 arrangements
have been made to allot land for coppice-burning, and since
then the people have been freed from the necessity of leaving
their bomes. Of the labouring classes, Marath4s, Kunbis, Berads,
Buruds, Vadars, and Musalméns every year between Jannary and
March go to Dhérwér, Hubli, Kalddgi, Kolhépur, and Vengurla, and
return to their homes for fold work early in June!  Thelocal cotton-
carrying trade is in the hands of Bombay traders and Vengurla
Shenvis who engage cartmen fo take cotton to Vengurla for
shipment to Bombay. These cartmen remain at Vengurla for a
couple of days, where, as in other parts of the Konkan, they are
put to much inconvenience as they can neither get judri for
themselves nor good fodder for their cattle. Of those who come to
the district in search of work, the most noticeable are the Ratnigiri
Marsthds and Kunbis who are largely found as house servants among
the rich families of Belgaum.

1The 1881 census shows that 29,145 people born in Belgaum were in that year found
in different parts of the Bombay Presidency. The details are, Dhirwar 13,557,
Kénara 6700, Kaladgi 4469, 84t4ra 1735, Poona 1165, Sholspur 630, Ratnagiri 480,
Ahmadnagar 205, Khandesh 87, Nasik 86, and Koldba 41.



